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The leading Sermon to that Treatiſe of his 
called 


The Churches Marriage. 
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Canr, 6.3- 
I am my beleveds, and my beloved is mine. 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


Za Hen the Sermons of this reverend 
2 Divine intituled the Churches 
Marriage, were firſt publiſhed, 
this Sermon Was not come to the 
hands of thoſe who were inſtru- 
mentall in ſetting forth the work : who yet were 
willing rather to ſend it ſo abroad,then that ſo ma- 
uy excellent truths ſhould be loft. This Sermon 
ſince , coming to my hands, taken by a skalfull 
fſeribe from the Authors month, I thought fat to 
addeit to the reſt, leſt the work ſhould ſeem a body 
Without a head. My pains is ſaved for © ſpeaking 
any thing concerning the worthy Author, or his 
Works, it is ſufficiently done by thoſe reverend 
Divines that have been the publiſhers of them, 
therefore commending this to thee, and thy ſelf to 
Gods bleſsing, I reſt 


Thine in any Chriſtian office 
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CHYVR-CHES 
MARRIAGE. 


This is 4 great wy itery, but 1 ſpeake concerning Chrif 
and concerning the Church, " , 
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THE poynt ont of theſc 
1 words is this,that, 
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Theve is 4 match between 
all Criſt andthe Church: and 
EAR conſequently, betweene 
IS Y Chriſt and every parti- 
@{cular man thatisa mem- 
Riiber of the.true body of 
= =——_ Chriſt ; thiisthe great 
Myftery the Apoſtletells us of in this place. To 
which, let us conſider wherein this match 
confiſteth, what fimilicude it hath with the ordi- 
nary marriage which is betweene a man and his 
wife here upon carth, ir conſiſteth in theſe five 
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things. 
A a Firſt,” 


of P 
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Firſt, as in. marriage there muſt bee conſent of 
the parents, ſo here , the Father, hath given his 
Sonne to vs, and likewiſe hee. hath given-us-to 
the Sonne ;'wherein wee are to conſider the great 
mercy of. God, that hee would beſtow. his owne 
Sonne upon us, which is the reaſon why-the Apo. 
ſtle ſaith in Epheſ. 1. Bleſſed be God, even the Father 
of our Lord leſus Chriſt, that hath bleſſed us with all (þ1- 
rituall bleſſings. in heavenly thingsin Chriſt, that is, 
that hath given us bis owne Sonne, and with him 
all things.elſe, and Him likewiſe. for &, when we 
were caſt away men. That thus he ſhould give us 
to his Son, and match us with him, that is the firſt 
thing. 
© The. fecond thing in marriage, is the mutuall 
conſent of rhe parties themſelves that are tomatch 
together, wherein wee are inthe firſt place to con- 
ſider, the conſent of the Sonne, the Husband, be- 
cauſe. wee know that the man is the ſuitor, hee be. 
gins, and if hee had not, who could haye knowne 
the minde of the Lo a-v I's $1 s, that he would 
match ſo lowe, that hee would match with finfull 
duſt ard aſhes, except himſclfe had declared it, 
his Church ſeekes not firſt ro him, not-becauſe 
modeſty forbids.it, but becauſe ſheeknew no ſuch 
thing, that there was ſuch-an Hysband for her ; 

ſhee indeed had. moſt neede toſeeke, becauſe ſhee 
| ſtood in negde of ſuch an Husband, Chriſt mat- 
ches with her, not for any necde he had of a wife, 
but onely for the neede his wife had of him. Now 
his Father from eternity had ordained this Wife 
Hor his Sonne, -and'cherefore hee muſt have her, 
ry « | and 
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{ gall ſaid to David, when ſhe was ſpokento, to bee 
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the Sonne bee willing, for this hee hath declared 
it plainely in his Word, Wee are Ambaſſadors, faith 
the Apoſtle, 2 Cor.5., beſceching you in Chris ſtead, 
to bee reconciled ts God, and in Hatth. 22. you lec 
all were invited tothe Marriage, and all thoſe ſpee. 
ches ; Goe preach the Goſpell 18 every creature ander 


vy laden : and that in Revel., 22. Let whoſoever will 
come ; this I ſay, declares the conſcnt of the Sonne 
that he is willing, 

Now, ſecondly for our.conſent, wee have that 
wrought by the holy Ghoſt, by a double worke. 

One isa worke of rhe holy Ghoſt, diſcovering 
to us the thraldome, and bondage, the death and 
danger wherein weeare, and alfo diſcovering to 
our owne fiofulneſſe, which is neceſſary, becaiiſe* 
a man is ready to bee conceited of himſelfe, and 
ſois ſomewhat coy, and unwilling to yceld tothe 
ſuit of Chriſt, but when the holy Ghoſt hath ſhew- 
eda man what heeis, that heis ſuch aone as hee ne- 
vcr thought himſelfero be, hethen begins tothink, 
that hee is unworthy that the Lord ſhould vouch. 
fafehim ſo much favour ; he is ready to ſay as 46bi- 


his wife, Lord what am I,that thouſhouldeſt ſo far 
reſpe& mee 2 Let thy handmaid waſh the feete of my 
Lords ſervants, I am worthy of no berter office , 1 
ſay,this is one worke of the holy Ghoſt, thus to 
prepare us to this match. 

The other is to preſent Chriſt untous, and to 


and he could have no other. Therefore, firſt ſee it 


heeven,and Come unto me all ye that are weary and hee- | 


Revel. 23. 


2 Our Cot- 
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wroughe. 
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fir him above allthe world forus in our apprehen- 
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+ |fions,whichis done by chework of 


'|comes' to joyne' our love, hee is faine to noſe his 
Skill to joyne us : and all that wre can doeto (& | 
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= This-confent muſt not bee mencall onely, kept 
becs 


.Four ſpirits, that -wee have noreft till wee obraine 


:[that is his, whetherTalvation, remiſkon of ſinnes, 


\ je - 
0% $995 —___— 


aye. © "Ty 
the holy Ghoſt 
manifeſting Chriſt, and hisbeauty z; when, Chriſt 
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him at, .is-nothing, except the holy Ghoſt ſhew 
you Telus Chriſt, and except withall, heemake 
@ ſecret 'impreſſton.upon the heare, except there 
bee a-(ecrer anſtin& wrought in vs, cauſing us ro 
loag after Chriſt, we ſhall never bring our hearrs 
eo conſent tothis Marriage. Now therefore, ns 
there goes a ſecret vertue from the Load-ſtone, 
that makes a: ſecret tmpreſſion upon the iron, and 
when that is done, the iron reſts not, bur drawes | 
neare to the” Loade-ſtone, ſo:the holy Ghoſt that | 
is.ſent from the Father, makes an impreffionvpon 


"Chriſt. , This iscalled iScriprure, a Drawing to | 
Chriſt ; Noneicomes to meexcept the Father ar aw him, 
that is, except the Father warkepowerfully upon 
him, and. make him willing to come : forthat is 
the meaning of drawing, wharhe Lord turns as 
irwerethe will ofa Lidn,makrs im a Lamb, whch 
hegives another will. ty 


within.the:bfcaſt, burthere ywuſd bee an expreſſion 
of this confetit, and: it 15 in a/mmuill-covenant ; 
| ſo.then-the'zhird- thing is the Coverane betweene 

Chriſt 'and us,” which is an everlaſting: covenimr 
on both {ides, an everlaſting covenant on Chiiſts 
part to- bee ours, to beſtow himſelfeon ns and all 


| andiboation, glory, his death, -obedience, - all 
ad | be 
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{ heedid oris, all is ours: and againe, a covenant on 
our part, ro give up ourſclvesto him, and this for 
ever,and allthat is ours: as our {innes are made his, 
ſo all the good wee receive from him, wee prom. ſe 
to imploy to his ſcrvice. Now, this is but as the 
| Eſpoaſals. 
| The fourthis that ##/ox that followes uponthis, | 4 Vayon- 
1 * | andtheſolemnecelebrationof the Marriage which 
is done in Baptiſme, when you were asked this 
queſtion, even asitis in ordinary marriage, Will 
you have this man to your wedded husband, will 
| you take him for better and for worſe, will you bee | 
| content to renounce all others and to bee alone to - 
him, toſerve and obey him ? ſo in Baptiſmeir was | 
ask'c : Will you bee content to deny ungodlineſle, 
and worldly luſts, to renouncethe world, the flcſh 
and the Devill? &c. When men were of riper 
yceres and converted, this was anſwered to by 
word of mouth from the party himſelfe, and now 
"when you are baptized young, itisevenasitis in 
marriages which are made when the parties are 
under-age, which when they cometo age they uſe 
not to diſavow, but are obliged toconfirme it : of 
that force is Baptiſme unto us. This 1 ſay, is the 
; ſolemnizing as it were of the nuptials berweene 
Chriſt and us, when we arebaptizedinto his Name, 
| when wee leavethe former name that wee had be- 
fore ; as a wife doth, wee forſake father and mother | 
and cleave to him, fo that a manis no more /## 
J#ri, but is'given up tothis Husband, to live afcer 
his will, to bee ſub jc& to him ioall things,:and | 
| take him even as hee taketh us ; hee rakes us.to | | 
Aa 3 keepe 
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5 Conſe- 


quenzs ofit.] and union, Wee have part in his goods, whatſoever 
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To ſee that 
wee Have 


Chriſt him- 


&Ne ere we] firſt; then, take heede of applying the benefits of 


apply his 
beuchits, 
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Re” th keepe vs in ſickenefle andin health, not to caſt us 


off, notwithſtanding our infirmities, but to keepe 
ro us and Communicate himſelfe alone to us, and 
not to reprobate men caſt off ; ſo we take him with 
all crofles and afflitions, that attend the profeflion 
| of him, to follow him through thicke and thinne, 
as well in adverſity as in proſperity, to keepe rhe 
| {oule chaſtero him, and not to proſtitute it toany 
luſt or any creature. 

The laſt, is the conſequents of this Marriage 


is his, is ours, and ours is made his, our debts are 
made his, and againe, all his honours and riches, 
and priviledges are made ours, there is an union be- 
eweene the parties, My beloved i mine, and I am hig, 
and then. we have intereſt inall that is his. - 

Wee come now to-apply this, and make ſome 
uſe of it. | 

Firſt,if there be ſuch a match, betweene Chriſt 
and every beleever, ſo that'no man is partaker of | 
any thing. that is Chriſts,'! except hee hach him 


Chriſtprepoſterouſly to thy ſclfe, for except thou 
havebim firſt, it is but a vaine conceit to thinke 
anything of his belongs rothee, rothinke of re- 
miffiot of ſianes- and adoption, and all the privi- 
| ledges, and to apply them to thy ſelfe, and to 
thinke when thou art but once perſwaded of ir, to 
thinke ſo, that they are preſently thine, I ſay; 
this is but-a meare dreame and: conceit, ' except 
thou. bee married to: Chriſt, that thou have the 
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| Loxd himſelfe, thou haſtnothing to doe with any 
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thing 
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| giveneſſe of ſinnes, of any bleffing, ſpirituall or 


| the Sonne : for that is the firſt thing, as was ſaid, 
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ching that is his, Hee #hat hath the Sonne hath life, 
and all things genebng to life and Godlineſle, 
but hee that hath not the Sonne, hath nothing, nei- 
ther life, nor any thing elſe. Therefore that you 
bee not deceived, you muſt looke on this as the 
ground of all your comfort: am I married toCbriſtS 
[s the match made betweene me and him ? if it bee 
not, know that whatſoever thou thinkeſt of for- 


remporall that it is thine, thou doſt but deceive 
thy ſelfe therein with vaine words, it is not thy per- 
ſwaſion, that makes the match, this is a poynt of 
reat weight, therefore examine thy ſelfe ſtrictly 
ercin. 
You will ſay, how ſhall I know it ? 


I anſwer, you ſhall know it by this. 
Firſt, conſider whether thou have the conſent of 


thou muſt conſider, whether the Sonne have given 
his conſent our no: Now it is true that in the word 


he hath declared his conſent,but doeſt thou beleeve 
that 2 haſt thou applied this word to thy ſelfe £ 
there are two things which bearerecord with the 
Sonne that he is willing ro match with us,and that 
isthe Word and the Spirit: and conſider if both 
have come home tothy heart yea or no, toteſtifie 
this. 

Ficſt, I ſay, Chriſt hee hath declared his will to 
[match with us in his Word : for though there be 
no particular promiſe to John or Thomas, or to any 
particular man, to ſay Chriſt is willing to marry 
Aa 4 thee 
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Fthat as ſurely and ascertainely, as if a Meſſenger 
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thee, yet there is the generall that includes the par- 
ticular, as wee findethe ſubſtance of this generall , 
AU that receive him ſhall bee ſaved , then ſayes the 
Soule, but I am onethat am contained under this 
generall, this generall ſpeckesro mee as well, and 


were ſent from heaven td aſſure me that the Son is | 
willing to match with mce, for thoumuſt looke | 
what ground thy faith hath had, wherher thou 
didſt finde ſuch a word as this, and whether thou 
canſt apply it rothy ſelfe, and haſt laid hold up- | 
on it, ind by reſting onit, haſt put thy ſcaleto ir, 
that God is true in ſuch a ſpeech as this : For you 
muſt know my beloved, that Faith muſt. have a 
word, that-is the prefer objc of Faith, for if . 
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{ Faith had nothing elſe for its obje&t bur a perſwa. 


fion, or fancy of our owne, faith were but a weake . 
thing, for it would alter according to the objeR | 
and groutid upon which it is pitched : now a mans 
owne opinion ir is changeable, and mutable, but 
therfore weare ſaid to be rooted and grounded in faith 
becauſe it hath a ſure foundation, there is a rocke 
for faith to bee built on, which the gates of Hell 
cannot prevaile againſt : now the rock upon which 
faith is built, it isthe Word of God, ſo that that 
faith,whereby thou beleeveſt thou art juſtified,that 
thou art grafted into Chriſt, that thou art match- 
ed with him, that he is become thy Husband, I ſay 
even that faich of thine muft havea Word of God 
to be grounded upon, thou muſt finde ſomething 
inthe Word that mult tcſtifie to thee that Chriſt is 


| 


willing to match with thee, for you know there is 


no_ 
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no match wichout mutnall conſent, and therefore 
the firſt thing when thou commeſt to bee married 
to him, is toknow thar there is ſuch a match, and 
that che Sonne is willing to match with thee, 
Now how ſhould any man inthe world know 
thar, except he declare himſelfe £ and how caalſt | 
thou know hee hath declared it, but from ſome 


OD —— 


Scripture, ro-which all thoſe places that I named 
before doe ſerve, Goe preach the Goſpel to every crea. 
ture under heaven, and Come.wnto mee all yee that are 
weary and heavy laden, cf and wee are Ambaſſadors 
beſeeching you to bee reconciled. Theſe and the 
like are the ſure Word of God upon which thy 
faich muſt bee grounded, ſo that thou commeſtro 
ſay thusto thy felfe, well, whatſoever come of it,l 
am ſure there # 4 _ OY on which whoſoever s 
built, ſhall not be aſhamed rior deccived, I am ſure of 
ic from a word that the Lord hath confirmed with 
a ſeale, and with anoath, and therefore l reſt upon 
ir. Andiris nor a bare word, that Chriſt hath gi-| 
ven to aſſure us of this, which is a ſigne ir isa hard 
thing for us ro beleeve it, ir is no caſe thing, for 
there is added to the word a (cale, andir is confir. 
med with an oath, ſo then that is- the firſt thing 
thou art ro conſider, whether thy faich hath beene 
pitchr upon ſom ſuch word, and whether thou haſt 
applicd that word to thy (clfe orno. 

In the next place beſide this word, there is a 
witneſle from the ſpirit, there is a wondrous worke 
of the Holy Ghoſt, which ſaith to 4 mans heart, bee 


of good comfort, feare not, I am thy ſalvation, Iby ou | 
* ſay 


word, from ſomewhat that he hath revealed in the | 


2 The ſpiric |. 
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Anſw. 

Witneſſes 

| of the ſpirit 
what. 


| the Word of it {elfe is not able ro comfort, and 
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lay ro me what needs the witnelle of the ſpirit ? is 
not the Wordenough ? if Chriſt declare himſelfe 
ſo farre that in plaine tearmes he is willing to match 
with us, what need the ſpeciall witnefle of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt ? 

I anſwer, there is very great neede of it, becauſe 


quicken and releeve us, it is not ableto begct inus 
peace, and joy, and righteouſneſſe, bur ir is even 
like a dead letter, it is a cold dead thing, able to doc 
nothing with the heart of man without the Spirit, 
this we finde by cxpericage, the cleareſt arguments, 
and the moſt comfortable that the Scripture uſeth 
to comfort a man in diſtrefle that hath his Con- 
ſcience troubled with the apprehenſion of his ſin, 
and of Gods wrath, they are all nothing till it 
pleaſe Godto ſend his owne Spirit to beare witnes 
to a mans ſpirit. . 

You will ſay, what is this witneſle of the Spi- 
rit © | 

I anſwer, it is a certaine divine expreflion of 
Chriſt tothe ſoule, whereby a man is ſecretly al. 
ſured without any argument or reaſon, that hee is 
his ſalvation : for you muſt know, - that there are 
indcede two things beſides that confirme this 
truth to us, that is, the ground wee have inthe 
Word, and the effects and fruits of ſanRificati- 
on, but both thefe doe it by way of argument ; 
for when a man argueth thus, I ſee this general 
propoſition, AU that believe fhall bee ſaved, but 1 
am one that believe, therefore I am onethat am 


—— 


Contained under the gcnerall pardon ; this I ſay, 
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is by way of argument. So againe, I'finde in my 
ſelfe the fruits and effeRs of ({anRification, and I 
am ſure none are ſanQified, but they are allo ju- 


ſtifled, and they -have received the Spiric of 
Chriſt, therefore I know I am onethatbelongs 


EE, 


to him, all this is but the witneſſe of our owne 
{pirits, for theſe are but colletions, that our 
owne ſpirits gather as a cencluſfion from the 


witneſſe_of rhe holy Ghoſt, it is adiſtintthing 
from this, therefore Row. 8.16. it is ſaid, 18 wis- 
meſſe together with our* ſpirits, and therefore is a 


premiſſes ; but now, the witneſle of the Spirit, the |. 


diſtin witncfſe. from our ſpirits , that indeede 
witneſſeth the {ſame things; bur the witneſfe is 
diſtiat from that of our' owne ſpirit, and that is 
without -any argument or reaſon at all, being a 
ſecret manifeſtation made to the ſoule, whereby | 
wee are comforted and aſſured, that our finnes are | 
forgiven, and that Chriſt is willing to match with 
us. Now confider if chon wonkdeſt know whether | 
thou bee one that is'matched with Ie{us Chriſt, | 
whether thou have this double wi:neſlſe or no, of | 
the Word and of the Spirit. 

You will ſay, hath every one: this ſecret teſti- 
mony * 

I anſwer, that every one hath it in ſome degree, 
more or lefſe, for thar fame in Rom 8.16. The Spirit 
witne(ſerh with our ſpirits,is a generall propoſition,it 
concernes all beleevers, even with cvery mans\pi- 
rit, the Holy Ghoſt beares witnefſe, bur thenwwee 
muſt take rhe words in the right ſenſe ; Iris true, 


in ſome the Spirit ſpeakes more evidently and audi- 
bly, 


ſome deyree 


Rom. $.16, 


up. 
LAn(w. 


Every one 
hath ic in 


Rom. $.16. 
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bly, with joy.. unſpeakeable and 


tand glo- 
rious to ſome then to others, and ſuch ſpeciall 
witneſſes of the Hor r Gros arelvery 
rare, and diſpenſed to us for ſome ſpeciall purpo- 
ſes, commonly after ſome great humiliation or 
prayer, or to prepare us for ſame great enterprize, 
or ſome ſpeciall conflict, they are even as the appa- 


23-11, Beof good courage Panl, then muſt beare wit- 
neſſe of mee at Rome,&c. To'when he was at Corinth, 
Payl bee of good comfort ; I am with thee. As 
18.9. All theſe were on ſpeciall occaſions : ſo I 
ſay there are ſome ſpeciall witneſſes of the H o x r 
Gaosr, when the Hory Gnuos r ſpeakes 
evidently, and theſe are diſpenſed to us according 
to the good pleaſure of God, and commonly it is 
added for ſome ſpeciall purpoſe : now I ſay, not 
that every, one hath this kinde of teſtimony, bur 
every one hath ſo much witneſfe from the Ho x y 
G # © s'T as doth uphold his ſpirir, that Chriſt 
is willing to match with him, that hee hath or may 
have intereſt in him, and in all the priviledges of 
his death ; this I ſay, every one hath more or lefle, 
although thoſe ſpeciall degrees of the evident 
ſpeaking of the Holy Gheft, arg diſpenſed but to 


3 Byour 


| owne con- 


ſent. 


ſome, and to thoſe that have it, but for a ſpeciall 
time ;this is the firſt thing. 

The ſecond thing thou art tg enquireinto (if 
thou wovldeſt know if there bee any ſuch match; 
betweene Chriſt Ieſns and thee, ) what thy owne 


= 


conſent hath beene and is, which hereinis not 1n 
words 


glorious, the 
flaſhes of comfort are much more bri 


| ritions to 4brahaw, and Iacob, and Paul, were, AG7s | 


—_— 


4 


———— 


and afteftions doe, ot canmike this anſwer, that; 
thou art witlingito-matchwith the Lord Teſus, and 


it is not in the power of ahy'man living to bring 
his heart to this conſenr, nor is ay creature able 
ro doe" ity you may as well bring fire and water to 
agree together,” 'as-to bringithe hearc of araturall 
mano be willingro math withhe Lord, but ic is 
a {peril} workeof the holy-Gheſt chat muſt monld 
che ſpitie a how, 'afid breale&allin pieces, and caſt 
thee imo @ ine frame, hat muſt make thee wil- 
ling to-comd into foncatex Communion with the 
Loxs'ls$us, for varfpirits are quite contra- 
ry'to Af... - 

Onely concerning this, take this caution, that 
it is not ſo much what'thou zrc willing to (ay in 
my--caſe -or condition, ' fot it may bee a man may 
bee willing: ſometitnes” to'nidech our of Feare, or 
ey br.out of ſome by reſpe& 1ſay, he may be 
willing to doe any thing ; :and tobee marriedto 
lefus Chriſt, but ir-is another. ching-when a man 
can fay, that its the inward bent ofhis will, to- 
have ir-done, it is the'/bett of his inward affeRi- 
on, «the ſtreame of them Tunes that way ; this 


heedethoubee not deceived in it, for there are ma- | 
ny anſound and falſe conceirs, ſome there arerhat 
are willifg-ro march with Telus Chriſt , when 
they are 'in extremity, when they are on their 
death-bed, when they know nothow to ſhift for 


themſelves, but alas, fuch a conſent is farre off 


from 


GJ _ — i — 


words onely,- bur is given they, when thy hearr | 


this Igive as afigne ro-examinethy hewrt by ; for | 


muftbee wrought by the Holy Ghoſt. © And take | 


©, 
: i, 
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from being. a right conſent, there is no freedome 


in this conſent, that contra that is made tho- 
row threatning, it is but a- compelled -and con- 


ſtrained conſent, this is not thatwhich thoucanſt | 


ground on, and yetthisis a frequentthing, when 
men arein ſtraits, that they know not what ro doe, 
then thzy are willing to match with Chriſt, 'Be- 
ſides it may bee a man is willing ro'match-with 
leſus Chriſt for atime, to ſerve him for a fit, for 
a moneth ora yeere, -but art thou willing to make 
an everlaſting covenant with him you know 
that ſuch a covenant -is required-in -Marriage, 
that women give upthemſelves to their husbands 
ſo long as they live together. Now ordinarily 
when a man conſiders this ſeriouſly, What, 
muſt I forſake my pleaſure for ever ? muſt I live 
to Ieſus Chriſt,and no more to my ſelfe * muſt I 
beſtow all my time upon him, and have no-more 
liberty £ here a man makes a ſtand, hee is not wil- 
ling to make ſuch a-covenant with him, ſuch an 
everlaſting Covenant; thereforeconfider whether 
thy-conſeat be for perpetuity. Moreovez, it may 
bee thou art willing to match with him in ſome 
good mood, when thou art in a goodfit, but that 
may bee buta flaſh. There are many that for a fi: 
inſomegood mood, when their hearts are wrought 
on, by ſome powertfull-preaching of the Word, or 
ſome tranſiznt ation of the holy Ghoſt, they are 
willing to match with Ieſus Chriſt, but this holds 
not. 

Beſides againe, many are willing to match with 


\ Chriſt hereafter,-but they are not concent todoe 


It 


| 


— 
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it for the preſent, buc you know it is eſſentiall t o 
the Marriage Covenant, thar it be in verbs de pre- 
ſew, forthe preſent, that is, I doe take thisman for 
my wedded husband,8c. not that I promiſe I will, 
but that I am willing atthis time, to give up my 
ſelfe to him, this preſent reſigning of ones ſelfe ; 
this is the conſent that makesthe Marriage. Burt 


runne thorow them briefely. 
Firſt, there is in ſome anerrour concerning the 
perſon, when men are ready to take leſus Chriſt, 
and yet do not conceive aright of him. Whereas 
che Lord hath dealr plainely with us,as if. he meant 
not to circumvent us, arid tells every man afore- 
| hand,that if he will match with him; he muſt make 
account totake up his Crofle,and deny himſclfe,he 
muſt make account to bee wholly to him.' ' Now, 
when a manrlookes on Chrift, and conceives him 
under another notion, and thinks he ſhall live ano- 
ther kinde of life more free and looſe, and thinkes 
this ſtritneſſe is not required ar- his hands -by 
Chriſt, now there is ag errour inthe perſon, and 
that. makes the Marriage fruſtrate ; theretore take 
heede you bee not deceived it this,; for thoumult 


The Charches Marriage, | 


know this,. that when thou art once marred to the 
- | Lord, then thy will muſt bee ſubje&ts his will, / 
thou muſt bee content to obey hm inall things, | 
choumuſt bee content to forgoe all, and refifine vp 
we treg; to him, and liveno longertothyelfe, bur 
CO mn, | 10 

Yet, there is another errour, 'that commonly | 
runnes along with mens conſear-when-it is no: 

| rigit, 


Ls P1270 
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Errours in 
mens Ccon- 


that. wee mayſhew all theſe falſe conſents, I will | © 


Ent, 


x In the 
perſon, 


2 VVhen 


we takenort}. 


the Lord 
alone. 


—— — 
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righr, which is, when a man is not willing to rake 
the Lord alone, but joynes 0thers with him, when| 
2 man will ſo match with Ieſus Chriſt, that hee 


] 


ſeckes other things toa, when hee will feekeho- 
nours with him, and ſceke wealth, and {cekethe 
pleaſures of this world. Now,if thou match with | 
Chriſt, know this,that thou muſt be content with 

him alone, thou muſt not[joyne pleaſures, and 

Chriſt together, thou muſt riot joyne covetoul- 

nefſe,and him together,thou muſt not fecke praiſe 

with men, and think to match with Iefus Chrift, 

thou muſt bee content to bee divorced from all o- 

ther things and be to him alone,and take hitcde,): 
that this deceivethee nat. 

And laſtly confider, whether this conſent that 
thou give, bea perfect conſent ; forthere is acer. 
taine imperfe& conſent that deceives many ,when 
a man hath (as Lmay ſo fpeake) a kinde of wam- 
bling that way, but it doth not boyle up to thar 
full height of reſolution, when a man makes 
ſome kinde of offer, he makes well roward it, but 
he doth not fully refolvero match with the Lord 
leſus, and this is that, that excludes many frem 
this match, that, though they have a kinde of 
willingneſſe and velleiry, yer it doth not come 
to a fixed, ſolid, peremptory reſolution. ' Now, 
you muſt know this, thatwhoſoever matcherh 
with Icfus Chriſt, muſt be ſo fully reſolved, that 
he muſt bee ſhooke off againe with nothing : this 
reſolution when it is imperfeR and by halves, 
when thou doubtet: wherher thou ſhouldeſt doe 
it or no, this is a conſent that is not accepted, all 

; - this 


- 2. 


this while there is an errour onthy part, this js 
the ſecond thing to bee conſidered, as thou muſt 
conſider whether thou beleeveſt the <onſent of 
leſus Chiiſt, ſo I ſay inthe ſecond place, if thou 
wouldeſt know whether there bee a match be. 
rweene Iclus Chriſt and thee, conſider what thy 
owne conſent is, and take heed thou bee not decei- 
ved init. 

Thirdly, to know whether there bee a match 
betweene the Lord and thee, conſider whether 
there bee an union made betweene you and him : 
now, this union with Chriſt, it is not meerely a 
relative union, ſuch as is betweene husbands and 
wives, but beſides this, there is a reall union, 
when Cn x 1s r ſ{cnds his Spiritinto the heart ; 
therefore thou muſt conſider, whether thou have 
the Spirit of thy Husband dwelling in thee or 
no, for except thou have the holy Ghoſttodwell 
in thy heart, it is impoſſible that there ſhould bee 
any match, for there will bee alwayes jarresand 
diſſentions betweene you , when thou haſt the 
ſame Spirit, then there is the ſame will, the ſame 
deſires, you love and hate the ſame things ; there. 


{ 


fore in confidering, whether therebe a match or 


no, this is a great thing, it willnot deceive you, 


conſider whether thou have the Spirit of thy 


ſtles, hee takes rhis as the ſureargumentto per- 
ſwade himſelfe and others, that they weregraf- 
red into Chriſt, that they had received the ear. 
| neſt of the Spirit, I neede not name to you parti- 
cular places, they are ſo exceeding "Dom 1 

B an) 


husband. I fiade that the Apoftle in all his Epi. | - - 


Way ro 

know wee 
are match. 
ed to Chriſt 
by our unt« 
Olls 


my—  _— 
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Gal, 5+ 


The worke 


i1nus. 


VVay by 


On. 


| 
Y 


Row, 8. butif you have the Spirir, you are ſure 
you have the Sonne, Conſider therefore, whe- 


| ther. you have this Spirit in you orno, whether 


thou walke according to the Spirit or the flcſh, 


that is the way to know if thou have the Spirit. 
A man may walke after the vanity of his owne 


of the Spirit 


heart, A man may walke after the vanity of his 
| owne mind, when yet he hath ſomegood motions 
| and 200d deſires ; o that ifthou wouldeſt try thy 
ſelfe, whether thou haſt the Holy Ghoſt, the ſpi- 
ric of thy Husband, thou ſhalt find it by thy con: 
ſtant courſe, as you have it, Gal, 5. If you have the 
ſpirit, live in the Spirit, that is, conſider what thine 
ordinary courſe is, whether thou be guided by the 
Holy Ghoſt or no. 

To. know whether this ſpirit dwell in us or no, 
wee muſt not take it upon conceit and fancy, bur 
you ſhall finde it by reall and ſureeffe&s. If you 
 havethe Spirit,he will be as fire in you, I will Bap- 
tize you with the Holy Ghoſt, and with fire, that is, the 
Holy Ghoſt ſhall be as fire ; now the nature of fire 
is, todiſcover it ſelfe where it is. If the Spirit bein 
thee, hee will bee as the Pilot inthe ſhip, hee will 
dire& thy courſe, and build upthe Kingdome of 
Chriſt inthy heart, that is thethird thing,conſider 
whether thou have the Spirit of the Sonne. 

Fourthly,ifrhou wouldeſt know whether Chrif 
have matched with thee, then be ſure of this, that 


an6ikeat=| Ze hath waſhed thee from thy filthineſſe, looke to that 


2S another marke wher.by thou maiſt diſcerne 
| it 


VE lrbes Marvie. | 


ary man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, hee s not his. | 


guided and led by the Spirit of Chriſt inall, for | 
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| filthineſle, for when hee waſheth any, hee waſherh 


;clenſeth rhem from every finne, that it doth not 
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it: Forthough Insus Car 1sr marrythee 
when thou art in thy bloud, yet whenthou arr 
married once,he ſuffers thee not to continue ſo,but 
hee will clenſe and waſh thee from ir, as weſee in 
this Chapter, the Apoſtle exhorts Husbands to 
love their Wiwves,as Chriſt loved the Church,and gave 
himelfe for it, that bee might ſanfTifie, end cleanſe it 

with the waſhing of water, by the word,that he might 
preſentitto himſclfe a glorious Church »ot having 
Spes or Wrinkle, or any fach thing, but that it ſhould 
bee holy without blemifh ; markeit,when Chriſt hath 
married thee, his end is, to preſent thee pure, to 
waſh thee. Now conſider whether thou find thy 
ſelfe cleanſed from thy filthinefle, and from all 


— 


them from top to toe, though not fully in reſpeR 
of degrees, yet he ſuffers not any ſpot or wrinckle, 
to remaine conſtantly uponthem. Forthe mea- 
ning is, not that this withing is perfected ſud- 
dainly, when we? come ts heaven,there ſhall not 
beethe leaſt wrinckle at all : but notwithſtanding 
he ſo waſheth them here, that there is no ſpotre- 
maines, thatis, they allow not themſelves in any 
finne, that they wallow nor in any puddle, hee ſo 


abide there, a beleever is (till purifying himſelfe, 


How far the 
'Saints arg 


though he be ſtill defiled; therefore confider with 
thy ſ{elfe, whether Chriſt have thus clenſed thee 
from all pollution of fleſb and ſpirit. . Beſide in this 
waſhing, hee doth nor onely clenſerhee fromall 
outward defilements, but he will waſhthee from 
thy filchy nature, not onely fromi the outward 
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|ſtaynes,bur from that ſwyniſh narure : for though 
[a {winebe waſhed cleane.if ſhe retuaine her narnre, 
| ſhee will be ready to fall intothe next puddle ſhee 
\mcetes with ; but now when Chriſt waſherh his 
i Church, hee waſheth them from the filthineſle of 
their nature, even every man whom hee waſheth : 
Therefore conſider if thou finde this purifying of 
the Holy Ghoſt orno ; for whoſoever is bn be 
by Chriſt, thereis a certaine fimplicity and plain. 
neſſe of heart, chat though he fallinto ſinne, yet 


| his heart is upright with Chriſt, as wee ſee in 2. 
» Cor. 11.3) C07» 1I+ 3. 4. I amjealowe over you with a godly jea- 
4 


louſy, for 1 have prepared you for one husband,to preſent 
_— V hol a Chriſt, I feare leaſt as the io nm 
begniled Eve, ſo your minds ſhould bee corrupted from 
the ſimplicity that # in Chriff, Marke, the Apoſtle 
ſpeakes of the Church, as itis in this life,” my ex- 

avonr is to preſent you «4 4 Virgin, what isthat ? 
that you bee not corrupted from the fimplicity 
that is in Chriſt, but that you may have a plaine 
heart, that hath no deccit, that therebe not a don- 
ble minde. Chriſtſo farre cleanſeth,that the heart 
is upright in every thing, therefore by that thou 
thalt know whether thou be waſhed or no, for 
though Iclus Chriſt marry us when we are Erhio- 
pians,yct when he hath married us,he puts a beau- 
ty upon us. Conſider whether this beauty be pur 
on thee or no, whether thou bee ſo waſhed from 
thy filthineſſe, that theredoth a new beauty ap- 
peare, that that natnrall blacknefſe of thine bee re- 
moved throughout : indeed it is removed but in 
| part for degrees, | but yet there is a generall, 
throughout removing of it all over. Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, ifthou wouldeſt know whether thou be 
matched or no with him, confider whether thou 
| have the wedding garment. In at. 22+ and Luke 
14+ you ſhall finde the parable of the King invi- 
ting men-to the marriage of his ſonne, and there 
are many that come, but one of them wanted a 
wedding garment : 'W hat is the meaning of that 
many men come tothe wedding forcheare, many | 
for the benefit they might receive, or ſuch by re- 
ſpecs, becauſe thcy would doe as others doe, be-' 
cauſe they. might eſcape cenſure 3 many motives 
| there mightbe ro bring mento this marriage feaſt : 
but mow to have the wedding garment, that is the 
tryall. 

Now what isthe wedding garment * 

It is a wedding affeion, jt is to love the Bride- 
groome himfelfe,his perſon, for we are not onely 
gueſts, wee are not {0 tounderſtand ir, but ſuch 
gueſts as withall are married to the Son. Now he 
that comes to this wedding without a conjugall 
weddiog affeRion, he comes without the wedding 
garment ztherfore conſider with thy ſelfe whether 
thon have that affeRion or no. 

You will ſay, what is this marriage affection * 

I anſwer, it isſ\uch an affetion whereby a man 
pitches on Chriſt, hee chuſeth him before al others, 
as his Husband: the wedding afteQion, is ſuch an 
affection, as when one prefers her hiusband before 


", 
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all others : Conſider whether there be ſuch an af- 
teRion, that thou caſt preferre Teſus Chriſt, be. 
fore all things in the-warld beſides 


Againe conſider, whether aye 
B 


affeRion bee Ge 
3 ed i 


] 
| 
| 


to his per-, 
ſon* | | 
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ed on his perſon : for the affetionof an haclot 
may berowardsher husbands poods, nd roward 
the commoditxes and benefirs by &im ; Hut art 
thou able ro loverthe perſon of Iefus Chrift, ſo 25 
rodelipht inhim, and defire his preſence, and ſee- 
keſt him, fo thar thou careſt not forany thing ſo 
thou maiſt have him © this :sro have a wedding 
conjugall affeion : but this is not afl that makes 
the marriage garment, 

| beſides what boldnefſe thou _—_ 

reſence,for perfev? love caffs out ſtare » now 

—_ love, is not meant onely foye in heya 

ion, that is growne to a height, (ſuch wee ſhall 


thouwonldeſt know if chou have the wedding gar- 
mer, whether this codjupal affection be wrovght 
thou ſhale know it by rhe boldnes thou haſt with 
thy hisband : wilt thou ſay, chou art married to 
him, and yet dareſt nat ſpeake to him, butlookeſt 
on him, as on a Tndge, as a hard Maſter,or a ſtran- 
ger * that thou dareſt not aSke any thing of, or if 
thou doſt, rhou knoweſt not whether thou ſhal 
obraineit 2 there is a certaine boldneſſe and fami. 
linry goes along with this, is there ſucha diſpo. 


litiof- pur into thy heart? 
Beſlde des this ts notall, there doe witheltsccom:- 


| this all ſpiritualt graces, thar cloathethy 
foule 


, that A, alcer the habit of 't, forthere is 


ſbule weares, "when 'it hath A tree die 
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not have, till wee come to heaven) but by perfeR | 
love isto bee underſtood fincere love: therefore if 


| 


| ſomething underſtood in! the fimilitude of ager- |. 


- ment, as impotting the very cloathing thar the | 


had t 
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in Chriſt, wee have no more to doe,butto-extzorr | 


had before. Now: this cloathing is a party- co- 
toured garment made of all che graces of rhe Spi- 
rit ; therefore if thou wouldeft know wherhes 
thou have this wedding garment or no, thou mult | 
laoke tocvery grace, for the Image of God is no- 
thing elſc, but the bundle and heape of all graces: 
as the olde man, the image of Saran, and the 
firſt Adew i3 the heap of all corruptions ; ſo this 
wedding garment, this Image of the new Ade, | 
it is that which.coaſiſts of alt the graces, thefomuſt | 
cloath thy ſoule. 

And now beloved, when this is done, the ſe- | 
coad thing that we arcto doe after thisexaming- 


To perſwade every mantobee contem to take | 
Tefrs Chriſt for his Husband, Ifalready you be | 


you, bar to- continge and meend that defe,, and 
affeftion, and love to your Hosband , bus if upon 
his examination you finde you are yet ſtrangers, 
L fay the next uſc we arero make of it, is eo bring 
your hearrs to a willingneſte ro match wir him. 
Now to perfwadeyourothis, b will piccbrietty' 
on thefe three parriculars. 

Firſt, confider wherhet. thou bee able.to live 
without z hasband or alone © Themutis is, chow 
muſt marry of necefficy , or: thon art undone 
for it isthe caſe of every man which is ſaid of the: 
Captivewoman in Des.21. wirenthey had over- 
camea City, ifrherewerea woman.among them 
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to whom they had a favor, they might marry 
her ef chey wontd, if ſhee coofenred, thee ſaved hey | 
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lifeby ir. I ſay,that is the caſe of every man living, 
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Chriſt had a favour to ns,and we muſt marry him 
or we dye for it. Now therefore when he ſhall be 
a ſuitor to thee, conſider what thou haſtco ſay, 
art thou abletolive without him ? art thouable 
topay thy ranſome 2 certainely thou art nor able, 
and-is it not then a madneſſe in thee to refuſe - 
Conſider what is thy debt, and conſider thou 
art bound to pay the utmoſt farthing whichthe 
Lord requires at thy hands : when a man confi- 
ders ſeriouſly of this, that cvery idle word, every 
ſinne of omiſhion, or that is committed,is a debt, 
and ſtands upon his owne ſcore, and that hime 


gin to looke about him. My beloved, all theaf- 
flitions, that wee have in this-life, they are but 
2. paying the uſe money. required for the debt 
the maine debt remaines intire ,-- that muſt bee 
payd at that day, #he-day of wrath, at the day of de- 
claration of the juſt Indgement of Gad; therefore 
conſider firſt thy debt, and withall conſider thy 
poverty.. .* Tis true; though thou wert indebt, if 
thou hadſt ſomewhat to-pay it, it were another 
matter. ' And indeed,. many men are puffed up 


with a conceit, and-thinke they have fomething 


to pay ,. and this is the caſe of all hypocrites, 


| that thinke. they. have ſome good workes, they 
| have done: many. good things, they come-to 


Church-daely; &c- But you muſt know that all 
this- will/not pay your debt; . asit is; Revel;” 3. 1 


 counſellshee40 buy-of me gold, that thin maieſt berich. 


that when wee were all expoſed to death, Tefus: 


ſelte is notablero pay, this will make a man be- | 


— 


Till |! 
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all che workes he doth are lirtle worth, 

I, but though a man bee in debt, and have not 
a penny to pay his debt, yer there is uſually a 
_ given,. a-man is not caſt preſently into pri- 

on. 

I anfwer, though thou bee not, yet thou art in 
danger all the time yz and it is a miſerablerching 
to live in another mans danger, to bee in danger 
of an enemy, when a man 
out againſt him, and knowes not when the Ser- 
jeant will ſeizeupon him ; I ſay, putthe caſc hee 
be not arreſted, yet he is incontinuall feare ;_this 
is thy caſe before thou bee underthis coverr, be. 
fore thou be matched to this thy husband Chriſt : 
whenthou haft him, thou art ſafe,but inthe meane 
time-thou- art in-conrinuall feare. As Heb. 2.14. 
it is given as a reaſon, Why,Chrif tookepert withthe 
childees, that he might deliver them, that for feare of 
death, were all their life long ſubjets to bondage ; $0 
that though a man bee not caſt into priſon, hee is 
all his life rime fubjet- tro bondage. Nowif ir 
were but to bedelivercd from this feare, and bon-- 
dage that every other man is in, it werea great 
motive to move us to this. I, butisthere not 
ſome bayle,. may. not a. man. flee from this ar- 
reſt 2 
I anſwer no; every man without Chriftis like 


—__ 


ſtand for her, that is deſtiture of wiſedome, that , 


Till a man hath a husband,till he have Jeſus Chriſt, _ 
Objets. 


all have many writs | 


a-woman that is friendleſſe, that hath noneto | 


| of rightconſneſſe, we have none to ſpeake for us;: 
we 


—— Dp_——— we 
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4; © Cor. 1.30- 


—=—| weare deflicute of ſandtification, wee have n one 
| of redemption ; therefore you know it is faid, ſw 
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tocleanſe us, from our leprofie 3 weeare deſtiture 


Chriſt is mage Wifdome, Righteauſacye ,S anctifpeation, 
44 Redemption : which implies thus. much, that 
till wee bee married to him,wee have neither wile 

dome, wee have no ngtueoutncle to ſpeakefor 

us, wee have none tocleanſeus, wee have none 

ro redeeme ns ; this is the firſt thing ro move thee 

tOit, 


Secondly, when thou haſt well pondered this 
firſt motive, that thou art not able to livealone | 
withont a husband, I ſay, conſider fecondly ic 
| excellency of thy husband, who it is that is a 
fuicor to thee. And here firſt looke on Chriſt 
 biraſelfe, with all his Attributes, and how that 
the Lord himſclfe will become-thine; confider 
the infinite wifedome of Chriſt, his Almighty | 
' power, confider his ctermity ; conſider whatſoe- 
ver is in him, and thinke with thy felfe, that'all 
chis isin Him7, who offers himſelbeto-beemy huf- 
band, and all this ſhall be mine, alt this is far my 
uſe, and advantage ; this is a great morive to 
winne Us to- match with him , as you know in 
carthly marriages, the excellencyof a husband, 
the parts that are in him, thoſe chatare inherent 
in his very perſon, is the greateſt motive of all 
other : thinke therfore ofall Chrits:excellencies, 
draw to your ſelves ſome 1dea of him, and chioke 
all chefe are mine, for my uſe, as his wiſedometo 
give medirection, his powerand th for my 


protection upon all occafions, gever is 


him} 


him is mine, hee himſclfe is become my 
this is a great monveto vs, 
Beſides this, confider that thou haſt not onely 


portion z 


adde to this ; as the immunity thou haſt by 
marching with Chcift, that when thou art once 
| matched with him, thou art under covert, thy 
debts are paid, thouart our of all danger. My be. 
| loyed, if it were but to bee freed from thoſe inju- 
ries, and wrongs that a woman is ſi\bjetumo, 


_ 


| upon all occafions, you know & is a great mo- 
tive to move her ro match. Now Teſus Chrilt frees 
us from all thoſe great enemies of our ſalvation, 
25 it is Lake 1,74. That bring delivered from the 
hand: of all our enemits, wee wight ferve him in hlj. 
neſſe and righteouſmeſſe all the days of our lives, This 
wee have by him, chat when Satan ſhall comero 
us, and arreſt us, wee may ſay tohim, 1am now 


_— 


the perſon of Chrift alone, with all his Atrri- | 
butes, but how much comes with him, which 


from potent enemics that are able to hurt her | 


| 


Lake 1. 54. 


under covert, thou muſt goero my tusband, hee | 
is bound to pay my debts. My beloved, we con- | 
fider not what a beneficthis is, what ir is to have 
 Teſus Chriſt at ſuch a time, when you cometo 

dye, when you ſhall be arrefted by dearth; now to 
have the 'Teſus ro underrake all your debrs, 
now to bee under-covert it is agreat matter; as 
you know (to expreſle it to you a liftle whar it 
15,) Indas when hee had commited thar great 
finne, he was indited andarrefted, hee had aoneto 


had a coverttogoeto, and youalknow the dif- 
panges _ 3 


fleeto ; Peter when he had committed #fimne, hee} - 


—— 
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ference that was betweene their conditions. inthe 
| events upon both , Sau! and David if you looke 
| on them. in their diftrefſe, Davidhad a.covert to 
goe to when he was in diltreſſe, (forl ſpeake nor 
now of thedebt of ſinne, but of all calamities in 
which you ſhall have a husband to bee a refuge 
for you,) I ſay, David when hee was in diſtreſle 
upon any occafion, when his Citty was burned 
and his Wives taken, hee had a covert to fly to ; 
but when Saal was in diſtreſſe, hee had none, 
hee went to the Lord, but he had no anſwer, I ſay, 
it is agreat matter to conſider this, that we have 
a covert, that when the Lord ſhall raine downe 
fire and brimſtone upon us, when there is no rock 
ro ſhelter us, now for Ieſus Chriſt to bee a covert 
ronus. Weknowthe Agyptians whenthey were 
in that deadly ſtorme of haile, the Iſraclites were 
in their- houſes under covert, and look'tout, and 
ſaw the danger they were in, and they then knew 
the benefit whatir was to bee under ſhelter : ſuch 
isthe condition of all thoſe that are in Chriſt, 
Befides this immunity, conſider all thoſe 
oreat priviledges that doe come by him, for this 
is notall ; but when you have matched with him, 
hee will make yourich, hee will make you heires 
of all things, all the precious promiſes belong to 
you, which it may be you reckon a ſmall matter ; 
but the promiſes of Godare moft precious, and 
' will make one rich, as you know a man that hath 
nothing, but bills and bonds, and evidences, may 
'beevery rich, though he have nota penny by him; 
| ſo to have all the promiſes belong to us : now as 
OOne 
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ſoone as we were in Chriſt, there is nota promiſe 

in all the booke of God,bur it belongs to us ; that 
isthe miſery of another man that is not in Chriſt, 
there is not one promiſe his. Therefore tillthou 
have him, thou haſt nothing, 

And beſides the hope of the promiſes, conſi- 
der what you have forthe preſent, what dowry 
hee brings with him, in 1 Cor, 3. Wherefore let no 
man rejoyce in men ; for all things are yours, whether 
it be Paul,or Apollos,or Cephas,or the world, exc. all is 
yours, and you are Chriſts. Marke, here is theex- 
preſſion of that dowry,that Chriſt brings with him 
aa Inventory of the wealth of a Chriſtiao, ſaith 
he,when once you are matched to Chriſt, all that | 
is his belongs to you ; Pan, or A pollos, or Cephas, 
all his ſervants, all are beſtowed on you, towair 
upon the Spoule, as it were ; hee hath given all to 
you, all thoſe gifts are beſtowed on them for your 
ſakes: beſides, the world & yours, that is, as farrc 
as it is good for you, the world and all things 
inthe world are ſo a Chriſtians ; though hee have 
bur little of it, yet indeed the world is his ; other 
men are the worlds : if wee ſpeake properly, the 
world is not ſaid to bee any mans, but onely a 
Chriſtians z for his nſe;heis the maſter of ir. In- 
deed, whileſt a man is in his minority, (you know 
the hcire doth not poſleſſe his goods , becauſe 
lic isthetime of hiseducation, ſo) it may beethou 
haſt not full poſſeſſion : Ir is diſpenſed to thee as 
the Lord ſees meete, becaulc it is the time of thy 
nurttre and education,. thou art in thy minority, 
but yet theworldis thine» Then hegoes on, afe 4 | 

cath, 
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death, that is, all this life is beſtowed on a-Chri- 
 ſtian for his advantage to another man it 15 not 
| ſo ; the longer hee lives, its the worſe for him, 
; hee hath thefurther reckoning ; it doth but make 
his ſfinne ripe, and but lay up a treaſure of wrath 
for him ; ſo that all a mans life long, hee doth 
but gather ſtickes to makea fire to conſume him 
at the laſt day. Butnow inthe.portion of a Chri- 
ſtian, this is one thing, that Ielus Chriſt beſtews 
upon him, that all his life is for his advantage; 
all the good workes he doth, all choſe ſhall bee re- 
membred , all thoſe ſhall goe along with him 
and bring a ſure reward ; and then not onely life 
is his, but death is alſo. My beloved, itis a 
ſtrange thing, that this ſhould be reckoned among 
the dowries, and commodities, and priviledges 
that Chriſt beſtowes on his Spouſe,to bring death 
with him. yet this1s a great priviledge, that hee 
| beſtowes death onus ; for what werethe condi- 
tion of a Chriſtian if death were not ? wereitnot 
the moſt miſerable of all other ? for if there were 
no.death, there ſhould be no Reſurrection : there- 
fore death muſt needs beea very great advantage: 
it isthat, that makes way for us, to deliver us out 
| of all the miſeries of this life, and to give us poſ- 
 efſion of that everlaſting Kingdome that is pro. 
i vided for us. Whether they bee things priſent, or 
; things to come, thar is, all that belong to this pre- 
ſent life, and not onely thoſe, 'but thoſe that be. 
long tothelitetro.come, all choſe are yours - this 
isthat we have by Chriſt, 
And laſtly conſider, how faire a life you ſhall 
live 
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live with him,in whar plenty; thatthereis nothing 


that your heart can defire,bur you ſhall have ir ;In 
that ſecurity, that you neede feare no enemy ; 
whereas other men have a thouſand feares,2 Chri- 
ſtian hath this benefir, hee- makes the Lord his | 
dread, thathee need feare nothing ; but he is deli- | 
vered from the hands of all his enemies. Conſf—i- | 
der with whar contentment thou ſhalc live, that | 
thou halt ſuch a husband that is an adequate ob- | 
jet (that I may ſo ſay) that ſhall fill chy ſoule, 
that when. thou haſt him, thou needeſt not thirſt 
afcer any tlfing beſides. That iS the great benefit 
that is promiſed, that thou ſhalt Thiri# no more, 
thatis, whena manis marri:d to the Lord Ieſus, 
heeis {o filled and (atisfied with contentment, thar | 
hee lets all other things goe : if hee havethem 


know itis quice contrary when you have matched 


ſo it is; if he want them, it is no great matter: hee 
hath one that 15 contentment enough to him, hee 
hath one that is inſtead of all. - | 

But you will fay, if I have this husband, 1| 
muſt live in ſubjeionto him 3 our wills muſt bee 
ſubjeR.ro his will ; our liberry muſt. bee taken 
from us. 

My beloved, what if it bee * you muſt conſider 
what kind= of ſubjeRion it is,- it 'is-ſuch a ſubje- 
ion as whereby the members are ſubje& ro 
the head : now doe you thinkeirany burthen,for 


the members to bee ſubjeR;. and to beeruled by 


a ſubjection asis convenient for you ;. therefore | 
if you complaine, you have loſt your- liberty , | 


with 


the head ? it is a naturall ſubjeRion, that is, ſuch! - 


0bjce, 


Anſw, 


VVhat kind | 


of ſubjeRi- 
on we ar 


in to Chriſt. ; 


ao" 


Objeet. 


Liberty in 
evill huct- 
full; 


| Simile. 
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with Chrilt,now you are delivered from boadage 

and ſet atliberty. | 
I, but you will ſay, itis a pleaſant thing for a 

man to doe what he will, liberty is a ſweet thing, 


Anſw. 


| and to part with this, and now to live under a 
husband, it is a hard caſe, 

For this my beloved Ibeſcech you conſider, 
that it is true, for a man to live as hee will, if his 
will bee right, it is a great bencfic ; bur for a 
Franticke man to doe what hee will, for a man 
whoſe will is ſet upon things hurtfull to himſelfe, 
for ſuch a manto have his will, it were better hee 
werereſtrained : and this is the caſe of every man 
till hee bee matched with the Lord Teſus : there- 
forethat you may know what this liberty is, wee 
will put you but this caſe ; you muſt know that 
every man is marryed to one of theſe two hus- 
bands, either hee is ſubje& to the lay of righ- 
teouſneſſe, or tothe law of ſinne ; either hee-is in 
bondage to the fleſh or to the ſpiric, either hee is 
ſubje& ro Chriſt, or elſe he is ſubjeRto Sathan. 
Now conſider which of theſe two thou wouldeſt 
chooſe, whether to bee ſubje@tothe law of fin, 
or to Chriſt : and that you may know which to 
chooſe, I will expreſſeitto you by this ; lt is as 
when a ſicke man lyes berweenethe Phyſicianand 
the diſeaſe, hee muſt needes bee ſubjetrooneof 
them : the diſeaſe counſells him to doe onething, 


» | the Phyſician another : now conſider which of 


theſe two thou wouldeſt obey. 
You will ſay, I would doe whatT liſt, I would' 
wm as iny diſcaſe ſuggeſts ro mee, and would 
have 
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have me doc : that ſeemes eafie-for the prelent , 
but will not this increaſe thy bondage, aad pay 

| cheewich'death inche end ©: 0a the *other '(ide; if 
thou bee comcent to be: {ubjeR-ro the Phylitian+ | 
and have thy will ſubj<&' ro his,” dorh nor” this | 
drawtoliberty and reftore health, and bring thee | 
| tolife ? therefore conſider what a final objeQion | 
that is;and conſider withal,yharyou wilt chooſe 3 
for T'fiy ,/ every imart; mart-be fubje&' 20 '6he | 
husband ; and that you may ſee the difference of | 
cheſehusbands , conſider that in Rewaens, 7. you 
h.1l findethere', rhat whoſoever is flor married 
co'Chrift, is fubje&ro another- husband; what: is; 
the Law, K now you not brtthren, that the Law bath do- 
m1ni08 dvr a m4! as long as he liveath? for the woman 
that is ſubjett to a man ts bound bythe Law to the man 
while he L-vith and if ſhe take another man, ſhe ſhail bt 
called an adultertſſe : but if the'man be dead, fheenn 
freed from the Law, fo thit ſhit is not an adultereſſe, 
though ſhe take another man. This is but the ſimilt.: 


marryedts-Chriſt, heismarryed tothe Law,and, 
he cannot be marryed'ro Chrift Teſus, till tee be! 
deadtothe Law; and when he is dead once to 
thar, then he may be marryed to- him. Now you 
ſhall ſee the reddition' of this ſimilirude {a you 
brethren are dead to the Low by the hey teh chef, 
that you might be marryett)s another , 10 him that was 
raiſed fromthe dead, that you might bring forth fruit 
anto God. For when you were inthe fleſh, the motions of 
func that are bythe Law hail force ju8 your members ro 


rade : but the meaning is, betare ever-a man bee | 


GS: 


bring forth fruit unto death, &Fe,” Thie meanings 
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this, that till a man be matched co Ieſus Chriſt, 
the Law of God , the moral! Law that is written 
in every -mans conſcience, it rules therelike an 
bard husband , a feverecruell husband , that ſets 
an hard taske to doe, and gives no (frength art all 
'todoe it, and theretore ir brings forth death : for 
when the Law commands aman to doe a thing , 
| behath no ability to performe ic : and withall ir 
doth fignifie unto him, that if he doe not per- 
forme ir, he ſhall bee curſed; this is to bee ſubjeR 
to the Law: and ſo a man lives in bondage all 
his time 3 {0 that whoſoever is not marrycd to 
{ Chriſt; heis all the while ſubje& to an evill con- 
|[cietce,ro rhe Law that ſuggeſts what hee ſhould 
doe, with threatning him if not ; and when con- 
ſcience tells him ,that he hath not performed it, 
it. is.4 con: iguall vexarion, a 'burthen and a griefc 
co-him; bat now whenhe is marryed to Chriſt, 
thenhe ſerves in newneſe of [pirit, not in the oldneſſe 
of the letter, 1s it followes there, thatis, hee doth 
every thing freely, hee doth it out of choice, he 
doth-that which his owne ſpirit earies him to; 


| 


| looke what commandement he hath, he hath ſome | 


ability co performe it. | 
Againe, hee ſerves akind husband, that takes 
every thing in;ggod part ,, that will not pay him 
with death', as lais firſthusbang doth, 1 ſay conſi- 
der this, and let it be the ſecond motive. 
 Thethirdthing I will conclude with,is,the dan- 


ger of refuſing him, wherein-I thought to have bin 


gr this, 
Jat thou 
canſt 


arge, but I can;but touch ite 1 ſay cank 
chat if tkourefyſe;it is the greatelt fin t 
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the Lord leſus| Chriſt ſhall become'a. (aver 16 
thee, forthce then ro refuſe, thoaprovokeſt king 
to anger. I dare ſay,ir goes beyond albihefins thou 

haſt commirted ;'tor know this , hee is not a bare 


thou wilt notheare his ſure; hee looſerh nor only 
his labour in ſuing, but the price that he paid for 


pur yponthy ſcore. To havethe Lord asſuing to 
theerhus deſpiſcd, you know; Rom. 2. 4.6. Deſpiſ- 
ing the patience of God, treaſures up wrath againſt the 
day of wrath. Now deſpiſing kindneſſe is greater, 
and the contempt of ic , doth more incenſe the 
Lord to anger. Now therefore when the. Lord 
| ſhall be a ſuter to us, one would thinke we ſhould 
rather be ſuters to him : but when he ſhall conde- 
ſcend to be a ſuter to us, and be refuſed, think what 
2 provocation it is;l will give youbut one inſtance, 
thatyou may know what it is to refuſe this [ute. 
The lewes when Chriſt came in the fleſby, ir is 
ſaid, He came to his owne,hemade offer of himſelfe, 
but bis owne received him not , but refuſed him, they 
would none of bimobn, 1. He came to bis owne, but 
by owne recerved himnot,you ſce how Chriſt tooke 
chis attheir hand, you ſee, For thu the wrath of God is 
| come upon them to the utmoſt, Compare now all the 
fins of the Tewes,and allthe puniſhments that were 


4 


:9this, 


Cc 2 For 
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canſt commit : for thou muſt know this, that when| 


ſuter, but a ſuter that hath paid deare (for his| 
wife ; hee hath purchaſed thee at a deare price; | 
wich the ſhedding of his owne blood: fo that if} 


cheesfor the very blood of Icſus Chriſt. ſhall bee | 


| 


upon them before this time , they were nothing | 


Tom. 2.4-6. 
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\+;F@rfirſt you ſee,tharfor ſixreenehundred yeares 


= | | acloigh,theurrarti of God hath laynd 6n-thicm!; 


'* || chat wasbid ſhould raſte of the Supper: thas-For 
2 man tb refuſe, we kaow noewhar God wilt'doe 
rothat man'z” we cannot diſtinguiſh of rhe time: 
fecret times belong to-him : bur for-a-man+ ro re. 


- | rake theitimespfatic Londs wrath formerly upon 


thatnation;idtmdy be borfeventy yeares,or forfor- 
ty yeares, 25 intherime ofthe Iudges.,: and in the 
captivity -of : Babylon ,, what was that to this 


4 Secondly, in thoſe times, thongh they were it 


- | cdptivity zknd were hardly ufed:, - yer the nation 
was ſtill;kept rogethcr; and reſtored againe; now 


; 


| rhey arefcartercd no all:nations of the earthy, ſo 
| charthiv+cty fikocobrhe (Tewes in-refufing: eſis 
; Chriſt, you (ee. how the Lord was offended iwwith 
ic, ay the Apoſtle expredſeth ic, he wrath off God is 
come w1onthem to theutmoſt : marke ir, foric is your 
'owrnecafe, that when-we preach the Gofpell, and 
offer Chtiſt;wearethe: friends of the Bridegroom: 
our biſtneſſe-lis;'to-prefent'you as a pure Virgin 
to Chriſt, and when youwill not heare, bur refuſe 
when we beſeech you to be reconciled, you com- 
' mitthe fame- fig that The ewes. did” when thy 
' would notreceive- Chriſt: this is:the caſe of-e. 
very man tharrefuſerh, you kpowrhoſerhar were 
bid torhe weddingzthe text fanth, The Kine was e:- 
.ceeding angry, and pronounced this , -that- nor one 


fuſeat any time; when hee is invited:t0 come'to 


**| Chriſt lefus,cither by the preaching'ofrheWord, 


or by theſecret motions of che Spirit, it is@ dan- 


_— 
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1 


0 


gerous thing. Who knaowes whether ever thou 
{halrbec invited mote 7 as you ſee when they refv. | 
ſed;the Lord did-not ſend the ſecond time, bur 


| pronouncedthis perertprory-concluſion, and fen- 
rence upon them, N'ut aman that was invited ſhould 
come. | | | 
An objeRiot may bee made, which I will an- 
{wer, and ſo' proceede:which is concerning theſe 
| morivesThavegiven,8thar is,vhether we may uſe 


conſider the priviledges and liberty we ſhall haye 
with hit; forwil fome ſay,we arebound to match 
with'Chnft meerely out of love this perſotchow 
ſhall theſe bee uſed as mortivesthen - 
_ motives ſerve notwithſtanding to two 
Firſt they are a good introductionto lead usto 
the match : for when we make a render of Chriſt, 
men will not hearken to us; as many a woman will 
not heare of ſuch a ſurer ; but when ſhee is cold, 
that he hath ſuch an eſtate, that he will 'briog her 
to ſuch an houſe, thus and thus furniſhed, thar ſhe 
ſhall have theſe andtheſe commodities by him, it 
may be that will winne her thus farre as now to 
ſee him, ſhee is content now that he ſhould come, 
and be a ſurer, ſhe is content: to conferre with him ; 
fo I ſay,this is that that brings every man firſt to 
looke after Chriſt Teſus, to admit him as it were, 
to be content to {ee his perſon, to give him leave 
ro conferre with them ; therefore that is one uſe 
tobe madeof them. 


| fuch to our heatrs;to move usto take Chriſt,as to | 22© 


 Thefeconduſe of {1ch motives is, when a 'man 
(.c »5 hath 


; 
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. þmakesthe march, gasly theſe belpesaragogd ad- 


' | 3 impedi- 


| ments that 


hinder from 
Chriſt. 


2 Sorts of 


7 OO  —— —_— ET — = — oy 
hath reſolyed on the match , .itis a great helpe to/| 


|,woman hah refplved on this. match, and -withall! 


| they axegg9d co ilkthe ſayles,andto cary the ſhip 
| along,and to drive it tothe Haven; although ill | 


' to: laoke to-Chrilt,. Bat WHEN, NEE XNCY .have 
| erqpght us rojthekngwledge of Ghri 


'| Lord1Iefſus;and you ſhall fiade ong'of the 


_ - _ 


make him4he more, willing», Whoa. a manzor;a! 


confidercdtheſe and theſe additions, 1 ſay they 
add,they hclpe well to his reſolution:ſothar when 
reſpe to his perſon, hath once {et the compalle, ! 


whele: confiderationg of puniſhment and reward, 


the principall motive bea meere reſpe& unto his 
perſon-' 1 ſaythatuſc theſe; have, to bringe us 


» tQbeac- 
quainted inwardly with him, now the heart, gf A 
very mans tg&be content wich him alone, though 
there be nothiog befide,and indeed it is that yphich 


dizions2thele draw-us on-t0 make our canſent and 
| choyce, and williagnefſe the more: full; and per- 
fe: butthis but by the way, oncly, ro anſwer that 
 objeMiQn. i, vo 31l3 90g Þ ts 3 or ond ad nnd 
/- Now t@comete the; maine impediments, that 
hinder men from Chriſtgic is worth all our iconfi- 
derations, to ſee-what- it is;that keepes 'men. off, 
which is not opely, proficable.r9,bring\them -in,, 
char are yet ſtzangers,, -buralſgiacon;umpeaboſc 
thatrare already, gntred igro, .coycngny with the 

ec. ghree 


- 


things keepe,men off. - . Ad 
Somme there are that never heard of the Lard le- 
ſus, ſome there are that heare of ſuch ,an,offer,bur! 


cannot belecveir, fome againe char doe-belegye it,; 


yer 


ps | mr - ——— 
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yecare not willing to live under him, bur would 


there is. 4 Proclamition-our for pardonitig:of. Pi- 
rats, it may be there are. many Pirates that never 
heard of this Proclamation, theſe cannot come in, 


whom the Lord Icſusis not”preached or temathe 
ignorant of him. 

Secondly , there are ſome. other Pires, that 

heare of it, butthey, bcleeveirnot, they thinke iris 

but@trap to.get them tn, they cannat beleeve that 


canbe forgiven. There 'isathird fart thatbelceve 
x,thatmakeno.quegionbut they ſhallbe:pardon- 
cd if they come, butzheytlinke ica;bercer.cowle 
rolive by piracy Rill;zatherthanto'cometa under; 

chelaw tolivein ſubjeRionzthey! thinke they ſhall 


not willing to change-their condition.: Now for 
the firſt at theſe, wee, baye nothing to; doe with 
themyforwe ſpeaks £0-0088/buc: thoſethat!bavs. 


there is fuch afhoffcr madegrherefore Our bulineſſe 
iS with the two fecorude -/; 1; 

\, FigkIalibega withitbpſe the wvill ior be- 
leeye:,; that there is ſack: a/Pardoazthudcamor' 
thinke that the Lprdrf{cfus!7fs willing:to.natch! 


when ie lookes on;his seb<lkions; is ready toſay, 


why-zi is it poſſible thar-[; may! bee:admiried rj] 


| 


live according totheirlibery., they are. not-wil- | 
ling tochange their condition, ever as {omheticmes || 


they know't not, and this isthecale of thoſe to | 
thoſegreatrebellions that they have'committed || 


live a poorer life and be moxg reſtrained; they ate |' 


heard of che Proclatnation;ghar know wel enough | 


with tham , this is a.comman caſe, many 4 min | 4 


match wihithe LordilefustIthatbavtanheat a 


__2 C4 hard ' 


2, 


2 
Thoſe that 


ill not bc- 


ecve par- 
on, 


Ye error re 


I 


"I" 


Noh. 


Anſw, 
Chriſt wil- 
ling to re- 
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bard; fachluſtse I that haye commirred ſuch re- 
bellions agaiathim. Yes, whoſoever rhou art, 1 
an botdrto ſay ro'thee, (ind thoamutt rthinke it as | 
true,asifChift himſelt ſhould ſpeak from heaven) 
thar if thoudoſt come in, thon ſhalt be received. 
Oh ? but isie-pofſible that ſuch a wretch as TI am 
may beadvancedGeraiſedro fuch adegreeofhonor 
Yes, it is moſt pofſible, the Lord Tefus may | 
haveafavour to thee,it is onr meſſageto come'and | 
tell thee ſo much, - onely chou 'muſt doe as the 
captive woman'in Daw. 21. whee any had: a fa- 
vourtoa womanthat was-taken'eaptive, ſhe'muſt 
put off her old clothes, ſhe muſt'/pur on new ap* 
parell, fhee muſt be waſhed and purified , and 
pere her nailes, and ſo ſhe muſt become bis wiſe z 
ſa I ſay to thee, the Lord is willing to match 
with thee, onely thou muſt change thy rayment, 
thou muſt waſh thee and 'pare thy nailes, 8c. 
Therefore beloved, let none in this caſe be dif- 


| couraged, as indeed we are exceeding: apt to bee, 


and ready to doe inthis caſe, as », when the 
Angell appeared to him, and told him he ſhould 
doegreat matrers; that hee ſhould judge Iſrael, | 


h———— 


that he ſhould deliver them out of the hands of 
the Hidianites, what faith Gideon 2 Lord (faith 
he) What am 1 and my father ? hte is one of the puoreſt 
is Manaſſes Tribe, and'I am the leaſt in my fathers 
family, and is it poſſible that I ſhould be raiſed 


to ſuch honour 2 yes ſaith the Lord , it ſhall bee 


done, I will rme it, thou haſt my word, and 
I will confirmeit by miracle, as you know he did 


| by the burnipg of the Sacrifice, and by the dew 
| _—_—— 


« = —_ _ - " _ a | L 


| 4s axceunted to bim for righteonſpes,that is though | 


[Lord can havenodelight in me , and what can he 


by 
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onthe Fleece , when all the carth was dries  fay>: 
the ame is our caſe , when weheare ſuck athing 
as this, thac we ſhallbe made Queenes, that wee 
hall match with Chriſt, when a man is lictle-in- 
his owneeyes, he wonders at it ; I ſay, the Lord 
will make it good to thee, thou ſhalrhavea ward: 
anda miracteto-confirmeit, for indeed beloved, 
itis a thing that needs a rnracle, that the Sonne 
of God, the Lord leſus, ſhould come, and match 
with ſuch wretches as we are. 
| You will ſay, where isthis word £ 
Youſhall find it in Rew:4.5. He juitifieth the un- 
godly, 1 will take bur that place onely, Abrahum 
leeved in bim that juſtifieth thenngedly ;and his faith 


thou be an ungodly man, though thou be a:Þi 
rate, a Rebel, it is no-mazter, the Lord will 
match witch thee notwithſtanding , and pay all 
thy debts and jaſtifie thee; indeed after thar., 
he will ſanifiethee, and change thy heart; bur 
yet this is thy 'comforr , that though at preſcnc 
thou be ungodly , yer notwithſtanding bo will 
match with thee. Beloved, this is a ſure word, and 
this is our great conſolation, that though we be 
in our blood, yet then the Lord makes the match! | 
indeed afterwards hee waſheth and cleanfeth us i] 
therefore ſay not, Iam blacke, and therefore the, 


ſee inme, to fnarry with me? forhee will mar-| 
'ry with thee even then. Onely when he hath mar-| 
ryed thee; then he will changethbypnature, he will 
change theskin of the Blacke-more, then he will 


pur] 
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——. 


—_— 


a x. 
4 


The Churches Martiage.” 


puta new beauty on thee, this isthy comforr, that 
there is this difference, berweene che marriage of 
Chriſt, an4the marriage among men'y when wee 
comero match, wee muſt find beauty , firſt ſome 
amiable thing in the party; bur the Lord lookes 
onus, when we are the moſt lothſome creatures 
inthe world, and then hee makesthematch, and 
after hee puts that beauty on us., that may cauſe 
him to delight in us. | 

Youwill ſay,here isthe Word,but where is the 
|| miracle to cofifirme this? ” 2074 

1 anſwere, this very word hath amiracle going 
along with ic , and you ſhal ſee: them put rogether 
in Agth, 4:23. where you ſhall fee the Lord feſus 
when:He came to His owne ,, tomake atender of 
| Hiinſelfe ; in what manner Hee comes, {ayth.the 
Text;,' Hte ment about preaching. the Goſptll of the 
Kingdomt,' that is, to tell menthis good newes, 
thar'if they would match wich Him « they ſhould 
havea Kingdome.: Here is the Word;and ſterhe 
Mirache follgwes; Hee went about preaching the 
Goſpel of the Kitigdeme , and healing ſmakuefſes ,and 
difeaſes ;; there is the- nnracle, that ſeeing irwould 
bee wondrous thing thae the Lord hould match 
with: duſt .and'afhes y..rhar Hee ſhould beſtowe: 
Himfetferhus freely oft os; faiſh theLond, it you; 
;will not beleeve mec forthe words ſake; yer for] 
thit Miracles ſake,you lee what I doe, I thatpreach | 
(elriges {577 921 ft FE: {IL 07 62:83:13 
 -Dutyou wiitbfay,theſe)Miraples werelwromg ht | 
thong ape; itrthey weredofit:now 5 ityert ano 
prada Kb Lt 0:13 7 
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| cient as the miracle, therefore you muſt make the 


| his generall, He bids the Goſpel be preached 18 every 
| Creature; therefore, thou art ſure thouart inthat 


| | 
and bereceived. ! Obje® 


| rall,'f the Lord ſhould ſpeak perſonally rome,and 
| ay, I will be thy Husband, this were to purpoſe. | 


The Churches Marriage. 


Bcloved, it is all one, tor know that this word 
apd miracle went thentogether, the word iSas at 


—_ 


ſameule of them now , 'as you would have dong 
then; indeed if the word were now delivered, and 
che miracle wrought long 2goe, it were another 
caſe, but when he thar fayd the word, at theſame 
time copfirmed it withtheſe miracles , this may 
worke belecte. | 
You will ſay, this miracle confirmes itin gene- 


Bcloved,confider,it is all one, becauſe-you have 


num ber : conſider thatrthe word of promiſe alſo, 

which word you all. know, that Whoſeever belerves 

ſhall be ſaved, that is, whoſocver will take his 

| don ſhall be ſaved , and nothing keepes men Re 

ſalvation, but therefuſl iog it ; therefore lay not, 
he that, commits ſuch and ſuch ſinnes , ſhall bee 
| damned, bur he that takes not the pardon ſhall be 

damned; : Beloved, this.is a mattgr,of great cons 

folarion, thigis that thar is our Freehold, we have 

afute word, and this jsthe Goſpell thatwee have 


[ro preach , that whatſacver the tebels bee. 'and 
| wharſoeverthe-linnes are ,. yer they may comein, 


- 1; bur-my ftazeSare oreat, as od as $karlet y 


| Wharif they be * they ſhall be as ſnow. + 


, Burlhaye ofa commired then; ;- 1 <1; 


ſhals 


Anſw. 


Nofinne 


| —_+ thay have © Herbat yd torhee;rhou excepted. | 


a 


— , 
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| 
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tof rhe Seca, that isasable to drowne mountaines, 
as theleaſt bill: 


| You'will ſay, This is poſſibleif my heare were 


taicheart, and give thee a flcfhy heart; this hee 


i 


ſhate forgive thy brorherro ſeaveary times ſeaven 
tires, ſure He is able rg forgive to ſeaventy thow 
andrimes ſeaventimes. 

| Bury fitnevare qxcecding preatas the mighty 
mountaines. They ſhal be drowned in the bottome 


; 'Oh bur they are exceeding many; I am puilty 
of all varicty of ſinnes , there is ſcarceany grofſe 
{inne, but I have commited ir. 

T here is as great yariety and multitudes of mer- 
ci, to cover and ſwallow then. 


fofr, able ro repent; but I havea hard obdurare 
heart. 
If thy heart be hard, he can take away that to. 


hath promiſed: Why now what haſt thou co doe? 
evea to'lay faſt hold on this word, as they did on 
horaes of the Altar, andevengoe andiayto 


_— 


: 


the 
= 
wilc 


| ſ{rvere,Be of geod comfort, thy fait 
| deny not, bucthat the L 


| 


Lord, Lord I will hold me here. Lord, it is 
word, thpu canſt not denyit, Lord , if thou 
kilt mee, here I will dye, I will notlet my 
holdgoe : Ifay, if thoudoebutrake hold of this 
word, That oy 0m the angodly , and whoſoever 
ſaved : if thou take this hold, 1 

aſlure thee, my life for thine, it is impoſlible, 
bur the Lord ſhould in theend | rods this an- 
hath ſaved thee. 1 

ord may hold off for a 
while, for acime he may keepe off, and give thee 


* 


A. 
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hard words,and ſay as he did co the woman ol 
2an 
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Canaan, that hee is/nov/ 7 ro OI a dog as] © 
thou art z bur if thouperſift asſhe/did;-and krene | 
cloſerg this word promiſe-,-chon-afrer thou 
ſhale teceive the ſame i that ſhre did, iThy 
faith hath ſaved thee, be of good comfort. 

Bur you will ſay, ifir be rhus, this {eemerh to 
beavery ea(iething.' Is rherenomoretodoe? 

1 lp 
ly; that thourubne-riot away wich a falle conceir 


| nows 


Firſt, thou muſtrake aut'this pardon; '- You 
know a pardon: in Lawthoughthe Pritice' give ir, 
if ite nottakenandfued out, 4r will doca manno 
g00d. 

Againe, this pardon hath certaine condirions, 
thou muſt remember''the condicions if thou 
wilthave the pardon;thou muſt obſerve the cove- 
nantsand conditions. 

Laſtly, know that this pardon may be for a 
cenaine time, after which the pardon may be our 
of date. 

For the firſt of theſe, you will ſay, what is ict0 
take out the pardon ? 

Beloved, it is this, when a man hath ſeene his 
ſinnes-and knowes his need, and is rebellion» 
(forthat isfirſt required) as you know: whoſoe- 
verppleadsa pardon, maſt know-himſelfe guilty; 
andrthen ſeeketh a pardon; praytth' earneſtly day 
and night and giveth not over, beſeccheththe Lord 
to forgive his ſinnes,; and alſoif he lay long (as 
{ometynes he doth , as weſee in that Parable of 
thi mas that wad! bed* withi bw thildien, - and 


ef; y&: and thou muſt marke: diligent-: 


loth | 


He that 

comes in to 

Chriſt muſt 
TL 


Take vurt 
his pardon. 


To take 


the pardon {' 
What, 
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loch co rife) yerthou mult contiaue knocking,and 
aot give over till he give thee, 
» What isit, he will give me (you will ſay 2) 
\That is, till he give cheea ſecretaſſurance , till 
hce ſead His Spirit from Heaven, to ſay tothy 
ſoule in thee, 1 a thy ſalvation, till hee give thee 
ſome ſecret comfort , when thou haſt that once, 
then thou haſt taken Qut thy pardon. But tilk there 
be ſome calming of thy conſcience, ſomeſecret 
anſwere of the Spirit, thovughthere bee a pardon 
contained in the Word, thouhaſt not taken it out ; 
for thou takeſt it not out,till the Lord gives ic out; 
and when thou once getreſt this ſecret hint, thou 
haſt thy pardon ſued our. Now let Satan and 
chine enemies come , thou mayſt be bold toplead 
thou haſt thy pardon, and it ſhall never bee ta» 
ken from thee ; that isthe firſt thing , To take ous 
thy pardon, 

The ſecond is, there is a condition requi. 
ced after taking it: there is this condition in it,you 
muſt bee no longer rebels, you muſt comein, and 
be ſubjeRs, and ſerve and obty your King. I ay, 
you muſt remember this , therefore thou muſt 

oe to the Lord, and ſay, I know well there is 
uch a condition in the pardon, I amcontentro 
enter into covenant with thee; ſo thatthat which 
is paſt may beeclearcd, I reſolve for the time to 
cometo ſervethee , and fearethee,and obey thee ; 
( ſay, if thou canſt bring thy heart to this pur- 


' | poſe and reſolution, thou haſt kept the condi- 


110N- tf 
But you wilkſay , How.ſhall we doe to keepe 


ir? 


| 


F 


—— 
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deceit and pretcncesto ſervethe Lord , to cleave 
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if "Y is one thing tc purpoſe , but to keepe iris 
hard. an; 

I will. be bold to ſay; take no cate for-4hat, 
if thy purpoſe be fincere ; I ſay this to any, let/his 
purpoſe be fincere, and his reſolution. withqur 


to Him as an Husbaad ; then, I ay, the Lord hath, 
undertaken to give thee a new heart till; and-hee- 
will enable thee to keepe it : bringthou a well 
bettomed new reſolution, ſo as to fay, I will give 
up my ſelfe in obedience; andthe. Lox »-hath 
promiſed, it is one part of the Covenant, where» 
in hee hath ptomited nor oncly to forgive, butiin 
Ezech. 36. He will give anew heart,anda new ſpi- 
ric : bee thou but willing: totake him, and thou 
ſhilt bee able todoe thar whichithouhaſt under- 
taken. 

Well, the laſt thing is the time of- the pardon, 


datc.- 

You willfayy what is thattime © 

Know thart-there is a doublerime, one is the 
time that is revealed tous , that arerhe Miniſters 


wee can ſay nothing elſe toany man but this, £47 
what time ſoever., whilethou liveſt , #how repanteſt, 
thaw ſhalt be ſaved. | 
Butthen you muſt know, there is another time 
beſides this ,- a time that is votrevealed to us, but 
knowne onely- tothe Lord Himfelfe; which may 
be-thy time, andis thatdiſtance of ctime,which is 
betweene the firſt andthe laſt offers; . Bat 


, 


| 


there may bee a time when the pardon 15 out of | ** 


of the Goſptll, that is, thetime of this life, for | i. 


It}, 


— 


Anſw, 
Ifthe pur- 
poſe be fin. [+ 
cere 
willgive . | 


ability. | | 


; 
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A timeonly 


knowne to 
the Lord. 


Anſw. 
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| 


| Heb. 3+ 


Inſtances of 

ſome that 

Inſt thas time 
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| | Ie ismadeed the very offcr it ſelfe, the very oppor-' 


tunity that God gives ro thee, the very time of 


therendet of: Chriſt to thy ſoule,. Now this is 


| onelyknowne of rhe Lord himſelfe, whar char 


diſtance of time is betweene the firſt offer and the 


- [laftthat ever he will make to thee, and after this | 


ciriie thispardonis out. of date to:thee , thobgh 
wt-roanothet, iris too hare for thee to comein. 

Youwill ſay, what ground is there for this; 
chat there+is ſuch another time, that is onely 
knowne tothe Lord * - 

- Mybeloved, irisa pointwoith the .conſider- 
ing, therefore you fhall fee 'a-ground'for ir, 
\ 2 Cor. 6. 2. when the Apoſtle had exhorted them 
| chere, Not t04ake-the-Grace of God in waine,ſaith he, 
| This # the actepredtione;, this sthe day of ſalvation, 
implying, that alltime is not the accepred time, 


| for then there needed no diſtintion; bur when 


he ſaith, Th i the accepted time, there is a ſecret 
intimation, that when ſalvation is offering for 
ought thou knowelt, this' is ſo; the accepted 
time, as that when that is paſt; there is no more 
opportunity. So in Hebr. 3. When it i called 10 day; 
that is, when the offer is making , that is the 
cime. 

Now to-give-you ſome inſtances of this, ns 
well as we give you grounds from the Word: in 
Gy, 4. God faithto Cain, 1f thoudoe well, ſhalt 
thoungt be accepted ? but now after that time Cats 
waSaccurſed anda brand ſer on him, the Lord 
eives him over , hee was excluded from the pre- 


| {Fnce of the Lord-for:ever ; there was a ſecret 


time | 


—— 


- 


time after , which the Lord made the offer no 
more» That was the caſe of Saw! , there was a 
time, I ſay, Gods time, with Se/, was the time 
betweene the firſt offer and rhe laſt , when he bid 
Samwel pray no more forhim,, and hetold Samuel 
reſolutely and peremptorily, I have rej<Qed him, 
and now there was no more hope. And this was 
the caſe of the Iewes, when he bade Ieremiah not 


ſtroy.them, the time now is paſt. And this. was 
the caſe of leruſalem!,, {f thow hageft knowne. the 
things 'thit belong 190 thy peace, in that thy 
day ! if you aske what that day was? I ſay you 
ſhall find the very period of it, A#s 13. 40. you 
ſhall ce there , when.the offer was made fully 


doth not give evera man, till bce;have maderthe 
clearly and fully) in Ver. 1t wes necefary we ſhould 
{peake the word firſt to you;but fince you put it from you, 


he Gentiler you; may ſectheirrefufing before. 
The-Iewes they were full of envie , and ſpake 
againſt the things thar He ſpake; after this time 
the Loxd made no more offer: this I ſay, was there 
caſe, and it isreſembled in the Parable of them 
that were: inyited and refuſed phe inviters were 


Caperne#m, and thoſe Citics to. whom the ſea- 
venty were ſent ; if they, would not receive 
theny they were #0 ſhake the duſt of their feet againſt 
them. 

d 


to pray for them, ſaith he , I have reſolved to, de». 


(that was the Lords.great. mercy to, them , hee 


and judge your ſelves unworthy of eternal life wee turn | 
iq 


ſent foxth no moteunto them. It was the caſe of ! 


| ' Beloved, Lbeſeech you evnlider his, forit | 
: 15 
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' { Gndin your heart to refuſe? - | 
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is a matrer of very much moment torhinke:with 
your fclyes , what know I whetherthis be the ve- 
ry time when the Lord makes the laſt offer, and 
that how ever, it will noclaft ever. . Soyouſee 
S. Piulto the Hebr.crids Ctiap. 3-when bee had 
ſaid; there's a cerraine day, he brings his proofe, 
ſaith hee, did not the Lord doe ſo with your fa- 
hers in the Wildernefle 2 Now you ſhall ſee 
with'thoſe' in the Wilderneſſe, rhe Lord tooke 
cennerefofals'at theirhinds , Theſe renne times you 
have rebelled againſt me, and'then he would-endure 
nolonger. So-the Lord deales at'other times: ir 
may be hee will take but five refuſals at another, 
it may be twenty at another ,it may be but one 
Or two at a third mans hand. T fay, you nuſt bee 
-xceeding'catefull-ahd wary, for the cndoof this 
| JoRrine is tOteach you rotakeheed of refuſing | 
Chriſt Tefus , of letting the opportunity fl:p, 
"1ke heed of refuſing the'time of rhe offer of 
Chriſt,” the accetptdrime; when the Lord offers 
Chrift inthe Word, and by:his Spititaccompa- 
nying it , it is dang-rous'to refuſe. Toconclude 
this poynt, conſider, wheti the Lord himſelfe 
ſhall be aſuter ;beloved, wee ſhould be ſaters 
'©- him, but hee Is pleaſed tobe a ſuter to us. 
And confider, that wheras other womcn uſeco 
bring porrions to their husbands , hee is pleaſed 
to buy us, and co give us portions, andcanyou 


—— 


- > — 


— 


You will ſay ; if I were ſire the Lord would 
' ake me. 


goes, 
that 


' 'Bcloyed ,' you ſhall ſce how farre hee 


| 


A— 
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chat wee may put you our of all doubt. 1 
Firſt, he hath made a very deare declaration 
of hisigood will:befaith, Wieſtever will come, ſhall 


| be ſaved,he ſhall be taken in,whoſoeverwill come. | 


This is nor all , but he further then that , he 


he ſends hometo us, hee calls and jnvitesus,gee,, 
cd' and invite hems 7 the marriage. This is not! 
all, burhegoes yerfurrher, he beſcecherh us, hee; 
becomes a downerighr ſuter, 2 Cor. 5. Wee are 
Embeſſadours in Chriits fad , to beſeech you 10 be. 
reconciled , Nay beloved , more then this , hee is 
aot a cold, but an importunate earneſt ſuter, 
Goe, compell hens to come in, [aith he, thatis, wit 

che ſtrongeſt arguments yqu can uſe: hedoth nor 
reft here, here is as much as hee ean doe by faire 
meanes: but then he tryesthe other, to ſce what' 
he can doe by foule meanes , then he layes a com- 
mand upon men, 1 Jpbs 1, 3. Tbis is the :Comman. 
dement, that wee beleeve in his Sonne;heecommands 
all men living to come in, and take Chriſt, and 


| receive the pardon. ' Anditis not a bare com- 


mand, but hee adds athreatning; ifrhey will not 
take him, they ſhall bee damned: which is the 
greateſt threaniags that can be, . Conſider, wilt 
thourefuſe now? I will ſay bur this ina word, if 
chou wile for all this, it ſhall be the greaceſt mar 
ter againſt theeat the day of Iudgment :take all 
finges , the groſſeſt Idolatry , and adultery , and 
whatſoeverelſe : they ſhall not be ſo much laid 
cothy charge when thoucommeſt to lye:on thy 


| death-bead, as > preached;thar 
| 2 


there 


——— _——_— = 


harlf not onely ſet-up ſuch a Quicunque wait, but | 


| 


— — <7  - 


| 


| 


ht. At 


3 
Thoſe that 
beleive but 
will not 

| came Ms 


Con, 


- | but ſincerity. Indeed: that is required? thou Muſt 


 [muſtnot thinke to match withthy husband, arid 


ries, or: whatſoever is of that nature, theſe nailes 
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there was ſo many offers made, and yer thou 
 wouldeſt none of him. Thercfore: conſiderthis, 
and fay not nay;;alas; ſuch conditions are-requi- 
red on my part,. as I'cannot:;performe them-3i.fot 
beloved , there is nothing tequired-on- thy patt 


— 


aot thinke when thou-art matched: to thy-hul- 
band , to live as it thou wertxa maid. tillyrhou 


co live as thou liſt, thou muſt notthinke to ſweare 
ill , and follow the Juſt 'of 'uncleaneneſle Rill, 
and to followthy drunkenneſſe and good fellow- 
ſhip ſtill, thou muſt not thigke co. match with 
che: Lord Ieſus, and breaketha.Sabbath- and neg- 
let holyduties, andviolatethy conſeience; thou 
muſtkbow , that- all thy old dloathing ,as1 ſaid 
before, muſt be put off, and not-onely-ſo, butthy 
nailes muſt be pared , that is, thoſe thoughts that 
chou'reckoneſt leſſe ſtnnes; vayne thoughts, 'idle 
choughts , negligent - performance :of.:\holy du- 


—_— 


muſt be pare +; there: muſt be 4-fincere heart, _ 
reſolve to doe all this. Bur ſo much for thoſe 
ſecond ſort of men, that will not beleeve there is 
ſuch a-pardoa , that yet cannot think the. Lord 
leſus is - willing to match with them, and to; 
paſſe by: the great fſianes that they, have com- 
mitted, | 
. Butnowfor the third ſort , whichis indeed of | 
the greateſt company of men ;. for wee finde-not 
ſo many men donbt, whether they-ſhall be' for- 
| gIVEN OT N07 but. though they know there is . 
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not willing ro come under his ſubjeRion to live 
by his Lawes. Now befides conſider , what 
» che” caufe of this, wha keepes men off from 
this. 

Firſt, you ſhall find onegreat generall canſc. is 
Inconfideration : this is the fault of young men, 
tharhavea thouſand vanities in rheir heads, and 
never thinke'of marching with Chriſt, and ofcheir 


otherst00, who as they are held off by pleafi 

(o-orhers by buſinelle, as appeares in thoſe in- 
vited rothe marriage : one went about his mer- 
chandize; another to his Oxen,and never conlide- 
red; they neverrookero heart thistheir _—_— 
che marriage: confider char in Dew. 32.27. When 
| Moſes had made an exhortation, that they thould 
,norreceive the ſtrange Gods of the people, but 
come imocovenant and be” co him (for 


all, tharwhen they ſhould provoke him ro jealou- 
(y, he would provoke them ; ſaith he, 0bthet you 
' were wiſers confoder your latter end, as if he ſhould 
| fayzxhisis the canſe that you comenot in, and kees 
ot clofe ro the Lord, 05 that you were wiſe tocen 

| der;for it is a marts wiſedome eo conſider this, for a 
wiſe man ſtands as one vpon the top of an high 
| hilt or a rocke, and ſohelookesround 2bour him, 
| and ſees all events before they come, whereas a 
foole is taken unawares by «death, he is arreſted, 
and judgement comes uport him 0n- the ſudden 


perdon, and char the Lord wilt match with them, 
yer they are willing to live as they did, they are! 


 ſpixiruall eſtare: And not of them onely; bur of} 


charis the ſcope ofthe Chaprer) chreatning wirh- | 
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as'2 ſnare: therefore I ſay, thou muſt conſider. 
And yet this is the uſuall caſe of men,they goonin 
zſecure ſlcepe in finning whilſt death and judge. 
ment breaks in upon them, which by»conſiderati- 
on might be prevented. Therfore if you aske me 
what you muſt conſider, I ſay, conſider if this bee 
not thy caſe,as it is of many men,many owe more 
| [chen they are worth, morethen they know how to 
pay : now if they would but conſidertheir caſe, 
and butcaſt uptheir accounts,it may bethey might 
ſeeke out for a match to diſcharge all , but they 
negle& ir,and are ſecure,8&anarreſt comes on them 
and they are caſt into priſon,, and now it is too 
late. Therfore I ſay to every man of you, conſider 
thy debts, thy finnes, yea, confider thoſe finnes 
thou thinkeſt are paſt ſo many yeares ſince, that 
ly ill,and. thou heareſt no more of them, I ſay, 
Lconfider them, and vr them to mind, and con- 
ſider what a fleping fione is. You may ſec it in 
the caſe of I84b, when hee had committed thoſe 
foule murthers of Abner and LAmaſa, the Lord let 
ic fleepe for a time,and och was fecure; bur you 
ſee in due ſeaſon, he having not ſued out his par. 
don , the arreſt came upon him, and Selomen ſlew 
him. And ſuch wasthe caſe of the ſin of Shemeithar 
he committed againſt David, it lay a fleepe fora 
time- Such was the caſe of Joſephs brethren, in that 
they did againſt Zoſeph, many yeares together ir 
lay quiet, when ic awakened,they ſaw what ic was 
with anguiſh. Therefore conſider whart a ſleeping 
finne is, the forgetfulneſſe of which maketh men 
| ſecure. Mencommir fias, and they are ia health, 


and 


—_—— 
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and forget them , and ſo not conſidering thei” 
debts, they regard not this match, and goe not 
abour it, | 

There is another part of ſecurity , wherewith 
men are involved , andthat is, they thinkethey 
bave matched already with Jeſss Chriſt , they 
thinke they are in an eſtate good enough, and to} 
come now to make a change of it, they think 
ſri preciſeneſle, and more thenneeds. 

And this one thing keepes many thouſands off 
from matching , that they thinke their debts are 
paid , that they are in good eſtate, and they 
thinke that they are under covert. Butto anſwer 
it in a word, I wiſh thee to confider thoſe plaine 
places of Scripture, Gal. 5. 24. Whoſoever is in 
Chriſt , hath crucified the fleſh with the affeFFions and 
luRs:andthatin 2 Cor.5.17. Whoſoever is in Chriſt 
is a new creature, old things are paſſed away, all things 
are become new: and that Iaw.2.10 . If «man ſaile 
but in one point , (willingly and conſtantly ) bee is 
gwilty of the breach of the whole law: in Exechrs, 
10,8&c. The new tranſlation doth not ſo well ex- 
preſſe it as the old; If hee beget « Sonne if bee doe any 
{of theſe things , though not all , if hee beget a Soune 

that is atheife , or 4 of blowd, if hee doe one of 
theſe things , if notall , but either hee eate upon the 
wount aines or have defiled his neighbour: wife,or haut 
preſſed the poore, ce. if he havedone but one of 
theſe, hee ſhall dye the death,his blowd ſball be upon 
his head. Notto name morc;l ſay,outot this 1 ga- 
ther, that hethar allowes himſelfe inthe leaſt ſto, 
hethat reſpe&s notallthe Commandements, and 
| Dd 4 .-- a | 
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\cenſider wich him | 
|:halfe houre, :and conſider whac the:ſhouneſle of 
{ his life is , what hisdanger.is), and «hink ahere 
| 1s another placerhat he rauſt-live in, for cremigy, 
|and\then-conſiderthis, 1 may beiſurprizcd on-che] 


|groome-.came when.theydid nat loake for- hum ; 
jand \ifhedec, whats thy cafe ? know this, that 


n—_ ſmall particle in chein , chat manis not 
ye. matched with che Lord Icſus, and therefore 


and rules ther wee give, are inventians of our 
oOwne., thr wee arctoo ſtrict beyoad aur Com- 


1 miſion., Bdloved, this plaiane Word by which 


[you thall bee judged at the laſt day , makes it 
plaine to you, that except there be ſuch a gene- 


except all your luſts be crucified , except you re- 
ſpe& all che Commandements , and evory: par- 
ticle thereof , unlefe that aheve be a generall fan- 
cerity , ventaindly youarc excluded. Thercfore 1 


quict forawhile., andfrec from the iacrcit ,that 

yat thou art nataut of. danger , hy fionc is bur 

{laid alleep; &c. lay, if.ammaddoc.bucſcrionſly 
, #dhet ic dawane, butions 


|{ſuddaine , as the fooliſh Virgios 5 the Bride- 


itis to0 late to be-marchedarthat time.;.as when 
the deftroying Angell came , it was too late to: 
ſprinkle the doore-peſtes wich the bloud of the 
Lambe; /but the-time of it , is-the ime. of the 


he omen 


doe nor deceive your ſelves with vaine words, to | 
'thinke that theſe excluding ſignes, and markes, | 


rall reformation;except yoube nw ip all poynts, | 


Paſſe-over ; hewill comeat midnight, wheathon'| 


| 


lookeſt not for him; and if. it were'to'be dane at: 


thar 


| 
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that mitant , ao man ſhould be damaecd; know 
| this, that it ruſt be done Þafore 3 rheaefore con- 
 fiderſeriovfly, and Jople nat your foules by an+ 
confideration. , Butzopreceed a Inttle further to 
| apother ampediment: for whena wan batb canfi- 
dered the march , ſhebegins to make abjettions a- 
: 8ainfÞir;, 2s, 

' - Firſt, he laokes vpon his :husband, and be does 
he muf{live ina poo and imeane conditian, be 
| muſt rake 'up his Croſs, and be deſpiſed, and 


ms 10 thinkeafrb's, bes vewitling to-match : 
bee he, L amiriat-wilhing co ive after this 


Tortiis [may anſwer oa wal; Gorthe Lond 
himſelfe giwesa very. chref@and quicke:an{wer to 


dealcptainely withyon, if youamatcly aitch me, | 
I fay, your caniii tomwailkbeverybaicand meanc,, 
and Bleſſed therbat s vas # feuded nth that eicanc 
condition, I contoile, # yournatch with me, you! 
muſtrakevp-yaur craite, you muſt+be perſecu- 
red,and deſpilcd, anthated:of all men z qhoiefore 
faich he , .chooſe you, 11eave.itieoyou 20 make | 
your owne choice; if yau-will inoc, macch || pau! 
may chooſe, But-ſayes the, the that 3s nor wil-' 


vot worthy of me. "Wihentin he implics., chavche 


=_—_—_ 


conremned,, and trampled upon, and when he | fol 


 chis; ſairhhe.,. Jill degowetone of you, Jawill == 


ling toooſe his life, ond pert with father andamatber.\ 
let lands and rredit and liberty, andallgee, thee ds: | 


Lord is worthy robe marched wich, inowinhſtan- || 


ding all this baſe condition, and-that thou-art wa) ; 


worthyof him., har tickeſt etiir..Had-ifahou:! 
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ſtanding match with himto chooſe. If the Bride- 
groome, the Lord leſws, ſhould come in glory 
with his Bridegroomes apparell , if he ſhould ' 
come decked with ornaments, with thouſands of | 
his Angels about him , every man would be wil- 
ling ro match with him ; but here is the tryall 
what thou wile doe ar this time , it appeares not 
yet what heis, and whar he will doe, while he is 


But ycthe deales plainely you ſee with us. I re- 
member a Story of Crates,the Philoſopher, when 
a virgin defired ro march with bim , he takes this 
courſe, he goes to her, andtells her, and ſhewes 
her his crooked-back, his ſtaffe , and his ſatchel, 
and ſaith this roher, this is thy husband, and thy 
portion, wiltthowbe content to take ſuch an one 
asI * ſheperſiſted : but when ſhe had him , the 
knew fhe had another .manner of husband then 
ſhe looked for, Tuſe it but for a reſemblance; for 
after this manner doth the Lord Ieſus deale with 
us. You muſt ſufferthecrofle, and gee ont of 
the Camp; this is your husband , this-is your 
portion, the crofſe is your joynture. Now thou 
maiſt chooſe, if thou wilt match with him, ſo it 
is. I fay now to every manthat is willing , that 
perſiſts for all this ; thou ſhalt have the King of 
heaven for thy husband, thou matcheſt wich ſuch 
an one, as ſhall make thes happy for cver, this is 
thy happineſſe, thou fhalt have thy worſt firſt, 
the beſt is reſerved for afterward : with the world 
it is quire otherwiſe ; there you have the beſt firſt, 


and 


didft know who he was, thou wouldeſt notwith- | - 


now coyered with a baſe out-{ide, now he is hid. | 


| 


| 
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and the worſt followes after : Therefore here is 
the rryall;all che matrer js to love Chriſt,ia a baſe 
and meane eſtate, and I ſay this ro thee, thou| 
ſhalt have the ſame anſwer from Chriſt one day, 
that ifthou be not content to match with him 
ina meane condition, if thou wilt not take him| 
for worſe , thou ſhalt never have bim for better; 
if thou wilt not have him in a low condition, 
thou ſhalt not have him in a glorious... Rew- 8. 
17. hee faith , thoſe that ſuffer with him,ſball alſs be 
g/orified with him: and ſo on the contrary, heethar | 
doth nor ſuffer with him, that is , hee that is not 
contentto take him with ſufferings,and with the 


| Crolfe, he ſhall never raigne , . and be glorified in 


heaven with him, 

But yet men will Rill fay , are not theſe hard 
conditions that goes wich this match? if other. 
wiſe, I ſhould much defireit. And every-man is 
content to have the kernell , but hee would 
_—_O_ his teeth with the hardnefle of the 

ell. 

And indeed , there are-in appearance hard con. 
ditions. For he muſt berakenfor a Lord, and an 
husband; and for this cauſe many will not take 
himgchis-keepes many off. 

And who would not be religious, if he thought 
it an cafie thing to be: religious? - Men thinke 


chey ſhall be tyred and | ſtrait-laced , and never 


be able to endurethe yoke- 
Bur yet I ſay to every manthat thinkes ſo, hee 


ſhall nor- fiode it ſo , thefe conditions thathou 


rhinkeſt ſo hard,are cafie. - 
Firſt 


9 
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and his burthen light : I will makcitplainetothee, 


thou ſhalrnot deny ir. There-are bur two things | 
that makethe burthen of Chriſt, chat is: his Lavr, | 


to be hard, and that is either. 
The coatrariety, or, 
The diſproportion. 
For, there is nothing makes a thing hard, bur 
one of thelerwo. | 
Oncis.the contraricty betweeneonr wills; the 
relutancy betweene our wills and Gods. Chriſt 
will have one thing, and wee another : hence 


comesthe'dificuky, . If our witls were the fame; 


then there were no difficulty, then'a mag lives as 


© | he would;achetift, © But beloved, if thou match | 


with him, he will give rhee another wilt ; he will 
rakeaway that relntancyandrenirtency, he will 
rake away thy old nature, chou ſhalt have a new 


-— pa a''new' will, and ſo rhea they arc 
eaſe. 


The other is from diſproportion:if a man have 
7great burthen, and alittle firengrh, the burthen 
proves heauy; why * not becauſethe burther is in 
it ſelfe heauy, but becauſe there is: bur little 
ſtrength. Nowlnoiw; thar Chriſt is foch a huſ- 
band, as that what he” gives in charge, hee will 
giveſtrength co doe ir'; this: I rouctied the laſt 
time, in comparing thetwo husbands, Row. 7. 


__ | feethere our fickhusband; the Law, ro which | 
| every; mar is: married; till: he' be marched” to 
Chriſt, that is an hard yok:,heco ninands mich 


and 


th. _ 


Firſt, the Lord hath ſaid in ptaine cearmes , if | 
thou wilt beleeve his Word, that Hi yoke's caſte, | 


— 


_— 
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tequires bur Evangelicall obedience, hee com 
| mandsbut that is pofible, and gives ſtrength to 

doe ir. When againe thou ſerveſt him in new- 
neſſe of ſpirir ; hee will raiſe up thy ſtrength, and 
make firnefſe, and ſutablencfle, and proportion 
berweene thy ſtrength and it; therefore thou 
ſhalt find no ſuch difficulry inche thivg;-if thou 
reſolvebn'the match once, fo as thou ſhouldeſt 
never feare the hardnefſe of the burthen;, that 
on ſhouldeſt not- bee able to obey thy huſ- 
band; 


keepe men off from being willing to match'with 


to the fimilitude here,.as wee have dane hither» 
tos | | 

The next impediment is ; that-wee ſhall nor 
have any greatdowry forthe preſent:theris much 


though we ſhall haye much hereafter, yet we bave 
irnot now ; this isa great impediment, and keeps 
off many men. Ir isthe caſe of many; they think 
with themſelves: -if I match now withChyiſt, 1 
have much promiſed , that I ſhall have heaven, 
and many things to come hereafter; but for the 
preſent, I muſt forſake my pleaſure , my profit, 
my delights. Now anſwer this, and all is done. 
| Bur beloved, it maſt be Chriſt himſebfe., that 
muſt anſwer it: though wee be the. inftruments, 
and the meanes, yer except heſpeakewith us, - 

will 


RR 


and gives no ſtrengrh to performe ic, ir com» | 
mands all rhings exaRly. Butthe other husband | 


In ſetting out the other impediments that: 


Chriſt , wee, will keepe till the ſame order, and 


promiſed, but we ſhall enjoy but little of it yer.z | #** 


| 


— "— —_—__ — _ En CEC EE” 
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{ ro {tay atimc, to know andtrye his Spouſe before! 
| ke match with her, (indeed the match 1s now, 


| Lambe at his ſecond comming, when wee ſhall 
1 receive thefull dowry)which the Apoſtle ſpeakes 
| of, 1aw. 1.12. verſc, Bleſſed is bee this endureth| 
|eempration; for when hucis trged., bee ſhall receive a; 
| Crowne of life.which he hath promiſed to thoſe that love 


| be content to beleeye tor atime, enjoying is not! 
| yetcome. Chrift will trye our patience, our 


eternall- and this is that which makesus.to erre; 


nothing here, Burt therein they doe not looke 
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will doe nogood , the Lord himſelfe muſt be his 
| owne ſpokeſmanzyet I anſwer, it is true indeed, 
the great dowry is to come, ye muſt wait for.it , 
thiscumeisa time of ſerving, as 1acob, hee ſerved 
| foureteene yeares for Rechel before he had her,and 
becauſe he loved her, he thought the time ſhort, 
he was willing to ſerve ſo long. Now if chew! 
love Chriſt ,if thou prize him. abave all; then 
chou wilt be willing to ftay for him; andthoſe | 
| rhat will norſtay, ir is afigne they doe not love} 
| Chriſt, and therefore thou art not worthy of: 
aim. Youmuſt know, that Chriſt makes us thus | 


but TI ſpeake of that glorious match with the 


him , andwaitefor his appearing. Beloved, ye-mult/ 


faich , he will trye whether his Spouſe will take 
his word or no, whether ſhe will reſt upon kim, 
whether ſhe will beleeve him : this is that ,I ſay, 
that holds off many men, becauſe they ſhall have 


uponthe whole life of man; wee looke but upon 
part; wee onely care to provide for aſhort time 
here, and not for the wholelife of man, which. is 


q | 


T as 


a$the cauſe of all errour in altthe actions of men, 
is becauſe they looke npon ſome part of a buſi- 
nefſe, and not uponall. Whena manlookes up- 
on ſome part of a caſe, and not uponevery part, 
this makes them judge amille : ſo in this ſpwitu- 
all caſe wee erre , becauſe wee doe norlooke upon 
the whole life of man, to provide for our good 
hereafter, as well as the preſent. The reaſon is, 
|becaufeas che Apoſtle ſayth, 2 Pet. 2.and's. Ver. 
Wee are piir-blind, end cammn ſee «fare off, Indeed, 


have rhe worſt for the preſem, the beſt is reſer- 
ved. Indeed worldlings they havethe beſt for the 


which is beſt, an heire that is in his minority is 
'content to ſerve and doe as a ſervant doth, becauſe 
hee knowes, notwithſtanding there is a difference 
betweene him and a ſervant, he ſhall, hee knowes, 
when he comes to age, enjoy his lands, and there- 
fore hee iscontented , though as yer hee is uſed as 
2 feryant. Indeed, ifhe kneve he ſhould notlive to 
enjoy his lands ; but dye before he comes toage, 


ro live fo : but wee ſhall be ſureto live ratothem, 
wee ſh:ll enjoy them ; as in that 2. Epiſtle:o the 
| Corinth, 4.17.18. For the momemtany lightne(ſe of 
oar tribulation prepareth for ws an etern:ll weight of 
Glorie: while we looke not upon things that are ſeene, but 
upon things that ave _—_— for thethings that are 
ſeene are temporall, but the things that are notſeexc axe 
\erernall, The time that we axe to be here is ſhort, 


_ 


|rhis is the cafe of altthat march with Chriſt, they | 


prefent , and the worft is reſerved. Conſider of it | 


chen it were ſomewhat, it hee were diſcontented | 


2 P4t.1-9- | 


2. 07.4. 17. 
18. 


| 'f we conſider it with eternity ; and beloved, if we 
alla 
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| did bur ſcriouſly thinke of the time we are to be 
here, andeternity hereafter ; wee ſhould not ſoe 


ofthe menof this world, as in that 10. Chapter | 
| of Marke, 29.30. There « noman that hath forſcken | 


— — —— 


' | rich whom God loves, . Thaugh a:man looſecredir 


an hundred fold in this life 2 yes, for ther im- 


_—_ ſticke upon theſe .carthly things as wee. 
oC. 

Butto come neerer, and anſwer it to purpoſe; 
if thou accept of this match , thou ſhalt have 
more, even for the preſent, then the full vintage 


houſes , or brethren , or ſiſter, or father, or mother, or 
wife , er 6hildren, for my ſake and the ws pe; bus bee 
ſhalt recerve now in this time aw hwadred fold; hou- 
ſes, brethren, fifters, fathers, mothers, and chil- 
dren and lands, with perſecutions, and in the world to 
come lifeewerlaſting : even wich perſecutions a man 
ſhall receive an hundred fold. If you aske how 
cafthat be, that a man' with perſecution ſhall re- 
ceivean'hundred' fold - in this life ? for anſwer, 
we muſt .compare this place with the 2 Cor. 6. 
10. As ſorrowfull, yet alway rejoycing ; 44 poore , and 

yet making many rich ; as having nothing, and yet poſ- | 
ſeſſing all things : though they have a forrowfull 
time outwardly, yet they have abundance of in- 
wardjoy; which they have in the grace and fa- 
vour of God, . This is your uſuall Proverb, Wee & 


with the world,aud praiſe with mcn, and eftuma- 
tion, which keepes many men off; yet, thou ſhalc 
have joy in God, peace of conſcience , which is 
an hundred times better; Bur you will ſay, what 
if they be-pur-into priſon ? ſhall they then have 


bs priſon- 


_—_ 
— __ a 


; priſonmenr is beteer then worldly mcns libercy. 
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It is (aid, that when Jeph was pur into priſon , 
that the Lord went in with him, and was with 
bim, andtherefore ic was no priſon : for what is 
it that makes it a priſon £ The Lords abſence, a 
maa hath more joy in a priſoa wherein God is, 
thea in a Palace without God ; as yau may fee in 
S4vl ; when the Lord was departed from him, his 
Palace was but a priſon to him. Brethren, if you 
beleevethis , that you ſhall. bave more for the 
preſenc, if ye will accept of this maich, you will 
Ot any Jonger ſtand Qut, But if you will not be- 
leeye, for all thatT have (aid, we have no mare to 
ſay toyou in briefe, but this: thou ſhalc have thy 
nortian in this life , as the Pradigall ſanne, he 
| would have bis portion preſeatly : well, if you 
| will have your ortion, ye ſhall have it, as in that 
17. Plal, 14. The menof this world, who bave they 
portions in thi life. Y ou ſhall have your portiggs 
igshislife, thou ſhale have thy belly filled ith 
teoalyres; but remember that terrible ſentence, 
Then beſt thy rewerd. Therefore it is no marvell, 
that worldlings liveſacontemeedly, withſo much 
outward caſe; it is no maryell, I {ay,tor their Fa- 
cher hath given them their portion. 
Angther impediment is;when parents have pro» 


att 5 yoap it totheir children, then they are pro- 
mile 


aod this is a great impediment in this, agd ar 1s 
common. Now the Lord comes to propound 


| this match to thee ; but thou canſt agt forſake 
E e- thoſe 


yided a fir match forctheir children, and come and | * 


dtoanother, their hearts are {ct upon athers : | 


Plas 17 14 
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Comfort in 
Chrifts.ſcr- 
Vice: 


| 


{cular ſervice of each” husband , we ſhould find 


thoſe things that thy affcRions are (et upon, thou 
haſt made another choiſe, thy heart is ſet upon 
theſe outward things, thou haſt promiſed thy 
love and delight to them, and thou muſt now re- 
fuſe the ſute of the Kings Sonne. This one day 
will lye heauy upon thy conſcience, when as 
this Chriſt that thou haſt now rejected , ſhall 
come to Iudgement, and ſhall fit upon his glo- 
rious Throne, and ſhall pronounce that heauy 
ſentence , Depart from me yecarſed ; and then thy 
conſcience ſhall tell thee, oh he was once a ſu- 
terto mee, but I'had made another choice, a 
worſe choiſe z which then thou findeſt, though 
it ſeemed pleaſant for the time, yet indeed his 
ſervice would have beene more pleaſant-and pro- 
fitable, for he would' have thee live-but accor. 
ding tothe rule, in temperance, ſobriety, in di- 
ligence, in thy calling-, 'ahd-ſuch - like ,- which 
would have kept thy' body in health}, and 
preſerved thy eſtate ; and now: thou haſt wa- 
ted thy body in fornication ,' and uncleane- 
neſfe, and haft waſted thy goods'ia' drinkennefſe 
and goodefellowſhip , and all riotous living : 
and ſo if we ſhould ſtand to'compare every parti. 


that our obedience to our right husbahd,, is more 
pleaſant thenthat we have now choſen; nay, wee 
ſhould find: that the worſt a&ions that Chriſt 
commands, are farre more pleaſant then the beſt 
of cheother ; as take ſorrow for {ine ,, that wee 
count the worſt andthe hardeſt duty , yet even in 


——_— 


chat there gocsalong with it a-ſecret ſweetneſle, 
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and comfort; thoſe that have any experience in 
it , know it to be true: but when as thou yeeldeſt 
obedience to thy other husband, even in the 
midſt of thy carnall delights, thy heart is ſad, 
there is a kinde of perpl. xity goes along with ic : 
this wee ſhall finde inall the ations wee doe to 
this wrong husband , a ſecret griping and ſtinging 
of conſcicnce; and beſides this, wee ſhall at 
length be paid with death. 

But in our obedience to our right husband , 
more-over and above our comfort in his ſervice, 
he will give us wages and rewards , erernall life, 
and all the comforts appertaining thereunto. 
But in briefe, it you will not yeeld, if you will 
not be raled, God will doe with you as parents 
doe with rebcllious children , jf they are ſtub- 
borne, and match againſt their will; when as 
neither. promiſes , nor per{waſions will doe any 
200d, what will they doe ? Why, they will difia- 
herit them. Soifye will be ſtubborne, and nei- 
ther perſwaſions nor promiſes will doe no good 
with you, but notw:thſtanding all rhis, yoo will 
not remove your affcions from off your choice ; 
your Father ſhall difiaherir you , you ſhall looſe 
your Kingdome, you ſhall be damned ; if you 
will not cut off your right hands, and cur our your 
right eyes that offend you, ye ſhall keepe rhern, 
but ye ſhall goeto hell wich chem. It you will 


_— 


| not beleeveus, we have no more to ſay to you, ye 


ſhall looſe your birth-righ:, | 
Another impediment,iffobe we find we ſtand in 
need of an husband to pay our debts,yet wearenot 
Ee 2 diſpo 
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diſpoſed to marry yet. But: know, it rhou wik 
not take the time before the time be paſt , thou 
ſhalr fic long enough without ſuters. Chrilt he 
isa ſurer by his Spirit, and we are his friends 
to p. rſwade you to match with him. Now conſi- 
der how that He onely muſt petfwade ; we may 
perſwade long enough ; if no other doe perſwade 
you, you will never be wofine: but there is ano- 
ther, the Lord himſclfe, he is his owne ſpokſe- 
man, and muſt be, or elſe you will neverbe won. ; 
And therefore, take heede of deterring when thou 
findeſtthe Holy Ghoſt a furer to thee, and that 
Chtiſt ſpeakes rothy heart, take heede of refus | 
ling,b4 S;irit ſhall not alwayes firive with mas : if he 
knocke but once, opento him, 2 he will | 
knocke ho more. Take heed of delayes and put- 
tings off, bidding Chriſt come another time; for 
we commonly ſay, delayes are dangerous. If thou 
doſt, thou maiſt looſe thy ſurer, and Chriſt may 
let thee fit all chy lifetime, and never be a ſuter to 
thee againe. There is indeed a time, when all 
would match with Chriſt in their extremity at 
their deaths, as the fooliſh Virgins, they came 
when it proved too late, thedoores were ſhut. 
When the arreſt comes upon ns, then we. would 
match with Chriſt , but then it is too late, then 
Chriſt will not match with thee, then we may 
fly to the hornes of the Altar, as Toab did, but then 
Chriſt will ſay, as So/omen did of loab, Goe {af 
«por him, axd kill him, eventhere. There is a re- 


'fuge in the City , but thou mult be a Citizen 
| there, beforerhe avenger of bloud comes. Then 


is 


PI__ 


i 


JET LL 


The Churches Marriage. 


is nota time to marry with Chriſt ,then is a time | 
Fro call ro mounraines to fall upon youand cover 
you, and furchermore whereas thou ſayeſt, thou 
wilt hereafter match with Chriſt, bur not yer, 
what knoweſt thou but thatthy ſoule may pre- 
| ſcntly be taken from thee? and therefore you ſee 
_ a- deale of folly men ſheyy in their purtings 
off, 

| Another impediment is. When the parties are 
\ brovght rogether , to ſee one another ; many 
times they doenor like one another 2 and this is 
a common caſe : and fo it is in this fpiritaall 
match; whenmen come to looke upon the Lord, 
they doe not like the Lord: well, if this be thy 
caſc, if it be thus with thee, the Lord will not 
beſo much as a ſuter to thee, hee counts theean 
| enemy. There is anantipathy berweene the Lord 
and many , there is an enmity ; but you muſt 
know, in this there is a two-fold enmity; one 
out of ignorance,as Paul, {ayes he,{was « Blaſphe- 
mer,and « perſecutor, but now I am received io mercy, 
becauſe 1did it ignoranthy through unbeleife, If hee 
had knowne the Lord, hee would not have perſe- 
cured him. Bur ſecondly, there is alſo a wilfull 
enmity againſt the Lord: they know the Lord, 
and yet they doe nor like him. But theſe men 


come not in, whatſoever is the cauſe. Well, doe 


wilt love his Image, thou wilt love his children 


| which are his Image. If thou hareſt thoſe that | 


will deny this, and ſay, this is not the cauſethey |} 


| not deceiveihy ſelfe ; if thou love the Lord, thou 


| beare his Image, thou hateſt the Lord himſelfe. 
Ee 3-- And 


as 


—— 


—— — —— —— —  _ ©CU_A@ . . 


_- — — OO 
— - 
- - o 


RR 


3 Rohr we KA ad 


The ( burches Marriage. 
And theretore doe noc deceive thy [cltc: it thou 
beareſt a ſecrer hatred and diſlike of that tci- 
neſſe and holineſſe, that is in the Sa1nts; if thou 
haſt an inward grudge to that which is Gods 
[mage, thou hateſt God himſfelfe. 

Bur perhaps thou wilc ſay, I hate him becauſe 
heis an hypocritezif hee were the child of God I 
would love him,bur 1 hate his bypocriſie, 

But take heede, that whea thou ſtrikeſt an hy- 
-poctite, a Saint lyes not ableeding; ſoalſo when 
2 man lyeth under a ſharp and powerfull Miniſte- 
ry, and thou beareſt hatred and diſlike of ir, thou 
hateſt the Lord himſelfe, whoſe ordinance ir is. 
This was the caſe of the [ewes , when the Apo- 
ſtles had ſhewed them the Lord Ieſus, and they 
ſaw all was rejeed, what followed? we have no 
moreto ſay to you , Chriſt would no longer be a 
luter to them. Scing ye rejeR us, and will net 
receive this word of ſalvation , locnow weturne 
ro-the Gentiles , and thoſe that will receive us, 
And therefore brethren, rake heed of diſliking 
che- Lord, when ke comes a {uter to you , doe 
notlay falſe aſperfians upon him, and his wayes, 
and children, doe not belceve falſe aſperfions laid 
upon him by others; as thoſe that were ſent to 
ſpyc Canaan , they brought up evill reports of 
that Land ; what followed? not onely they were 
excluded out of the Land, bur alſo all choſe thar 
beleevedthem, 

Now thus we have ſhewed you the match, and 
given you ſomet:yals to know, whether:you are 
matched with Chriſt orno, as alſo what may 

ſtirre| 


Lo 


—— 
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ſtirre you up to acrept this: match, if yee finde 
vpon examination, that ye are not matched with 
him, alfo the impediments that keepe men off 
from the march-that if any of them be your caſe, 
ye, may removeit, Bur brethren, all this can doe 
nothing to procure this match, this will not 
worke upon you, except the Lord be his owne 
ſpokſe.man ro winne your love, hee it is that 
muſt winne you- Men are like dead men when 
wee ſpeake ro them; bur if Chriſtſpeake not by 
his Spirir, they are dead till ; it is hee that 
muſt ſhew you your debt and your danger, and 
the beauty and excellency of your husband., and 
muſt-remove the impediments. 

And ſeeing that now youare toreceive Chriſt 
off:red in the Sacrament , this point may be a 


great helpe to ſtrengrhen your faith. When a 


man promiſes'to match with one, this helpes 
well forward to the match - but when the man 
is in the Church, and offers himſelfe co match 
with thee, then wee cannot chooſe but belceve 
it : Mee that eareth and drinketh this nnworthily, he 
is guilty of the body and blowd of the Lord: therefore 
doe not take it hand over head, but examine 
whether thou ſtandeſt in need of Chriſt, canſt 


| thou ſer a price upon him , as the cheifeſt thing 


thou wanteſt? The great -matchis made in Bap- 
tiſme: this is bur'the renewing of the Nupti- 


als, and new Aces of taking and receiving 


Chrift. Confider then , if chou haye- marcht 


"with Chriſt before, elſe if chov comeſt hither, 


this is a great provocation to the Lord : for that 


Ee 4 which 
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which is required of thee now, is, thatthon take 
Chriſt with more willingneſſe, till chat thou 
come with more defires and longing after the 
Lord Ieſus, orelſe thou doſt receive unworthi- 
ly. Confider every time thou comeſt, of what 
need thou ſtandeft in of Chriſt, and in this thing 
thou muſt cake ſome paines with thy heart, every 
time thou comeſt , to ſee more nced thou ſtand. 
eſt in of Chriſt, and alſo examine ſtrictly what 
thou haſt done amiſſe, and worke thy heart to 
unfained ſorrow, and make up all breaches be- 
fore thou comeſt, asthou doſt with men, which: 
iSa very commendable thing, and if thou have 


a lth. 


any requeſt to put up ro him, this is a ſpeciall, 
day of hearing. Whatſoever jewell thou wouldk | 


have tobeaurifie thy ſelfe, that is, whatſoever 
gracesthou wanteſtto beaurtfie thy ſoule , whar 
change of rayment thou wouldſt weare to adorne 


| rhy converſation, what temptation hath long 
1 haunted thes, thou canſtnot be rid of, aske of 
| chy husband now upon this day ; thus is the mar. 


riape day; rhis is a faire opportunity to aSke any 
thi thy husband : aske thy husband now , 
he will not deny thec, nay whatſocver thou wan- 
teſtforthislife , for thy body, aske it now, for 


all is thines whatſoever thou deſireſt, any gift 


for ſoule or body, whatfoever it be that thou 


\ wouldeſt have himtorake from thee , that hurts 
[thee , or whatſoever thou wouldcſt have him 


givethce, rodoetheegood , aske it : I dare be 


bold to ſay, he will not deny thee ; for if Hered 


daugh 


becauſe of his oath , would not deny the 
| rer 
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ter of Herodias , even to the halfe of the King- 
dome, doft thou thinke that thy husband will 
deny thee any thing, that hath given himſelfe 
tothee? hach he given theethe great s and doſt 
thou thinke that he will deny thee the lefle, if ir 
be good for thee ? if he doe deny thee, it is be- 
cauleit is not convenient ; or elſe, thou doſt nor 
aske it in duetime, or elſe he will give theea ber- 


ter thing, 


00" 0 
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EPXnt$. 5-22+23. 24» | 


Wives, ſubmit your ſelves unto your owne huthands, 
4s unto the Lord. 

For the husband i the head of the wife, even as Chrift 
- the head of the Charch : and he «s the Saviour of 
the body. 

T, Few ws the Church i ſubjef# anto Chrift, ſo lt 
the wives be to their owne husba-1ds in every thing. 


SIPF HE Scope of the Apoſtle is, to! 
ER LE ſhew char wives ought to be ſubject 
4 4s tochcir husbands , which he infor- 
C9 VS ceth upon them with this argu 
Een ment ;. for fo is the Church to 
Chriſt. ' My ſcope is onely to ſpeake of the lat- 
ter :for whereas formerly I preſſed men to receive 


Teſws Chriſt ; now becaule the cheiteſt thing they | 


6 icke at is, being fubje& to him (which yer is 1 
thing neceflary, it chey receive him aright ) for | 
| = 
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SCOPE --, 


— 


Gen+ 3» I6, 


Dot. 


Every one 
_ _ 

riſtoug t 
to be ſubjeR 
and it is 


for him. 


| 


| 


bs ri. 


men having lived all their lives art liberty, would 
doe ſtill, although it be the condition of thoſe 
that are married to Chtiſt, to be ſubjeR to him, 
as it is of the woman to be to the man,as appeares 
by that law firſtgiven. 3. Gey. 16. Thy deſere ſhall 
be tothy hasband, and hee fball rule over thee , hi 1s, 
by will ſhall be ſubje& ro his. Now this 7 x 
hewes both, that the Church is ſubje& co Chr it, 
andthe reaſons why it ſhould be ſo - there «| 
chree things in it» 

That every manthat rakes Chriſt is ſubj-& ++ | 
him : that is laid downe poſitively in the Tex:. 
the Church is ſubje& co Chriſt, 

That every man that takes him ought to 
bee '{o. | 

That it is beſt for them ſo to be: and to that 
end the Apoſtle gives two reaſons, for he is their 
head and S3viour, | 

I will bind up all into one po'nt, that, 

Every one that doth, or will take Chriſt, hee is; aud 
ought tobe ſubjet# to him, and it i beſt for him ſo 
to be, 

He that takes Chriſt, is ſubje& ro him; for 
ſoſoone as there is an union made berwerne the 
ſoule and Chriſt, ſo ſoone there is a power goes 
out from him , which - bowes and faſhions the 
heart, and makes it willing to keepe his Lawes, 
ic cauſeth ſuch a motion in the heart. as is in 
the members from the head: ſo ſoone as rhe will 
is willing ro doe a thing, there is a rcaCineſſe alſo 


SS 


ro 


finthe members, and the reaſon 1s, becauſe rhere 


is the ſame ſpirit that is in the head transfuſed 


into 


————— 


Ithemlſelves , for Go 


i 
_ 
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into the members , and fo herethe ſame ſpirir 
is communicated from Chriſt by yertue of this 
unjon tothe members, and as ſoone as thatunion 
ſhall be perfeR, and the Spirir ſhall dwellin all 
fulneſſe in-us,then we ſhall have a full readineſſe to 
obey him. 

Now becauſe it is but in parr ; therefore in re- 
gard of the degrees of it, there is much wanting 
in this readineſle to obedience, yet ſo,as there is 
in ſome,meaſure ſome ſuch inclination, though 
the members are weake and peralyticat,and cons 
frary, humors are in them, which much hinder 
their readinefle ; yet ſo as there is an inclination 
in the mind, an intrinſecall aptnefle to be ſubjea 
to Chriſtin all things, | 

That he that takes Chrift oughtto be ſubjeR, 
Now thou art matched with him, thou art enga- 
ged, thou haſt covenanted with him, Cor, 7.23. 
Heis thy Lord,and hath bought thee, and thon 
haſt ſold thy ſelfeto him , yet hee hath bought 
thee of thy ſelfe, ſo as thou art not tai jwuris.It is; 
an uſuall thing for men to bethinke with them- 
felves, how ſhall I beſtow this day? and men for- 
ger rthat-they are-ſervants; for they are not to 
ſpend it in what is pleaſant and profitable for 

I tath bought them/ofthem- 
ſelves, and as aſervant isto aske his maſter every 
morning what worke hee would have him to doc 
that day, ſo are ye; not a jor of ſtrength is thine 
owne.. 3p 
x The laſtis, tharisis beſt for men to be ſubjeRt 
:ohim, and if men were perſwaded thar it were 


beſt 


k =- " 
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Beſt for 
wen t0 take 
Chriſt, 
Reaſ. 

T 
He is a head 


T 
Ke is their 
Soveraigac 
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[beſt for them now atthistime to: be ſubie to 


him, they would come in; but it is one thing to 
thinke ir generally beſt, and beſt for me at this 
time in my particular caſe, Now this is ic, I will 
ſhew you, andtakethereaſons inthe Text, 

Becauſe he is an head,and that in foure reſpeRs. 

In regard of Soveraignty. 

In regard of preeminency and excellency. 

Becauſe hee gives life to the Church, as the 
head doth-to-the body. 

Becauſe hee is guide to the Church, as the 
head is to the members, | 

Becauſe hee is their Soveraigne Lord and 
Prince, for this ſybjeRion is in parureto be ſub- 
je& ro himthat is our Lord, and whom weebpd 
ſet over us, ang we-thinke jt. no.diſparagemene to 
be ſo, To ſubje& our ſclvgs to ancquallindees, 
we may and doe thinke much at it - therefore 
now thinke,that he is a Prince, and thqu art: g 
baſe creature; and doſt thou thinke mughto he 
ſubje& t@ him* all diſobedience 'co.mes from 
this ;that wee thinke our ſclyes too good to obey 
him - as hee (aid , fo men ſay f(ecretly intheir 
hearts, who is the Lord, that I ſhould obey? and 


| | this they doe in every finne, 


And whereas it may be ſaid , there aremany 
Front men ſetovert men, which they will ſay, they 


1 {ce no great reaſon why they obey them ;I1 amof 
| moreexcellent -parts then he : this maybe obje- 
| Red againſt many Kings;zand indeed, unleſſe they 


doexcell; obedjence doth gorcome off willingly, 


aor naturally; 
4 Thercfore| 


| 
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T heretote in the ſecond place conſider, he is bl 
head fot -preeminences Cal.1 . 18.19. Hei the 
head of the body, the Church, that in all things he 
might heve the preeminence; fot it pleaſedthe Father, 
that in him all fulnefſe ſhonld dwech, that as in the 
head there are all-the excelleacies of the body 
in all fulneſle', the! ſenſes: at} the underſtand- 
ing', 8c. ſo in him : how-if a 'mian had all ex-- 
cellencies in all fulnefle above all other men, 


| all the world would obey that man. See it in 
beaſts; an Eagle being the excellenteſt of foules, | 


| fiarure hath made it the King of all : afid were 
| there fuich 4 man among men, there would be no 
| reſiſtance in nature to {ſuch an obedience to hit, 


heart can wiſh. 

Inthe thitd place, all this is for thy pou if 
thon be obedient to him , for thon mighteſt fy, 
why ſhould I obeyhim ? whatis all this his excc- 
lencytone? when we ſee the government wee 
liven, to befor our good, then we atewilling to 


| ſubmit: if we had fuch 4 Governour as is mentio« 


ned in Iwdges , that would ſpend his farneſſe and 
his (weetneſſe for'us, him we would obey. Now 
Ras Chrift hath fpent his fatniefſe for your god, 
indall this fulnefſethat isin him, is forrhe' good 
of the body , Epbeſ. 1. uit, ipeaking of Chriſt 


him who filleth all in all. 
' The body is the fulneſſeof him; for as thehead 

makes fiot a compleate man without the body; 
h Ff 


| Now Chriſt is ſuch an one, full of wiſdome;, | 
fult of love and meekriefle, &c. ſuch ati one as thy | 


andche body , hee calls the body the falneſle of 


ſg. 


For their 
oft. 


r 


— 
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| Their guide 


2 Reaf. 
| He is theSa- 
viour of his 


Church. 


pI 


' $0 


'| ſo is heto thee,. and without him; we are in this 


{ thy guide in a wood, and ſtep out of the way from 


Fax wayes of peace ; the wayes he'will lead thee in, 


be Churches (,antage. 
| ſonor Chriſt without his Church , and yet leaſt 
this might be thoughr toomuch.to be,ſpoken of 
the body, that ir ſhould be'the fulneſſe of Chriſt, 
therefore withall he ſhewes that it is Chriſt which 
| filsche Church, 1# is the fulneſſe of him who fils all in 
al, emptying out his fulncſle inro them, filling all 
with all the excellencies that arc in him(clfe. ': No 
excellency is in him, but he ſtamps it upon the | 
body ; for he received it for their ſakes. As the 
common Conduit receives not water for it ſelfe, | 
but for others ; ſo is he the common Conduit of 
' Grace, a head which communicates the ſane life 
co his members he hath. in himſelfe , which was 
the third thing, | 

Bur ah ! you will ſay I. have no need of, all 
this,nor of being fubje to himzyes but Lg haſt, 
for thou canſt not live without higg\:;. tar-as. the 
Husband is ſaid to be the guide. of, the Wite, Hee 
«the guide of thy Youth, as, the Scripture {peakes ; 


& * 


world like men.in the wideſea without a guide if 
leftalone, wee ſhall fall upon ſgme rocks, ot ſands 
or other, and ſo periſh ; He is thy gnide, and: there 
is reaſon to be ſubjeRto a guide, a folly. to leave 


him... Nay he is a guide that doth guide thy feete in 


lead into proſperity and peace. . 

The ſecond reaſon intherext is, Hee ts the Sawi- 
our of 1s Chursh, he hath ſaved them already from | 
theguilt and power of. their ſfinnes,; and hee is ſo 
continually, and thy ſafety conliſts in. being Xe. 

1ent 


” —_—_ - —_ ———— . . ""y" 


+ 


dientto him: looke how many as of diſobedi- 


—_— —— 


| the commandements , forthey are our elements : 


is my ſafery ,. hee would certainly keepe within 


[bur-Gods vaifils # He hath' bought us.” As they 


not for their ſervants; 'and ſp God might do, and 
{thou dughteſt td be fubje&to him : bur ſayes hee 


_— — cc 
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ence,{o many ſteps from under thy ſhelter into | 
the ſtorme, from out of the fhade into the ſcor- 
ching Sun-ſhine, All the commandements wee 
have from him, are things, by which our lives are 
| maintained: as fiſhes live in the water, ſo wee in 


ſo'as withdrawing thy ſelfke from the com- 
mandements and going out of them, tends to de. 
ſtruQtionzand it isas if a man ſhould ſee a fiſh go- 
ing outof the watet: every ſuch-mozion tends to 
death, © If therefore a man would confider when 
heis about tocommit a'fin , thatthis a tends 'to 
death,and that to be ſub jeQro thecommandement 


;compaſſe? if the comnandements tended to de- 
fruction, weought to dot them; for what arewe 


 intheEold Law might doe'what they would with 
their ſervants they had bought with their money, 


ſo might God *but wheh every commandement || 
ſhall tendtothy g60d;ſo asthoucanft not deviſea |! 


berter way for thy (clfe'than'to obey them, wilt 
notthou much rather bee ſubje&?10. Dex. 13. In 
the former verſes he 'had ſhowne that God had 
dotie greatthings for*them; afid therefore' might 
doe"as other" maſters ; that command their fer. 
vants that which is for their owne advantage, and 


inthe thirteenth verſe; what doth. the Forde! 
III bur-to ”/; the commandements' 
| | —_ 


— 
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| of the Lord mh bee - commands thee for thy 


good? Thou maiſt thigke that to {anRike the 
Sabboth is not for thy good, but now thou maiſt 
thinke happily by thy travell enthat day,andplot- 
ting thy bufineſfle to further thy wealth: or ſup- 

_ that God bid thee be bold for him, and Radg 
= for the profeſſion of the truth, thou thinkeſt 
ic may bethereby thou ſhalt looſe much; and that 
by ſtepping out of his way,thou mailt rake in ſome 
convenience, or balke ſome croſſe, which for do- 
ing his will would befall cheez but thoy art de- 
ceived, thow ſbale fiad that this ſhall be for thy 
ruine , and though.thou canſt not-ſce how this 


leeveit, for it will beſo. 


to.Chriſt : You ſeechis gre Wen, taken i 
way, that men are to baſylzieR; to. him. I 


oo Sus 
Tow ou would kagw what (ybjgRionis /: 
SubjeQiqn, is,,; when; 4n; inferigur ZR 
lobns to 4 {uperiour ,; there are; two things 1 in 


þ muſt be bqoweeaapinſerion and ſpperioun; 
far if a ſuperipur doth ir, is-, not lybjxion, but 
yeding 5ifa0 clave dogh ity.inj$-an- agrecments 
comps , nota ſubjeRians;. ,, 
| i aſh be TOgT'> ar. ane iq nat ſaid to. 

6: lubzeRting : GApLIyYe ; iS nat 
= bg of Tug "har; hem man ſub... 
is .9u, of an... jnway ad inclination! ' of - bis 

wi 


ſhould be for thy good yer ſhut thine eyes, be- | 
The uſc is, to XNags you robe willing. to come; | 


will turther ſhew whatjivis ta be ybjaR; and {fo | 


— — —— ———— _ — — 
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Will, thea it is faidro becobedicnce and fub- 
jeRion. 


' to, and they are three things, firſt the counſel! 
of Chriſt. Secondly, the.Commandements of 
Chriſt. Thirdly, his providence, to be willing to 


| or underſtanding ; now tothat anſwers counſel. 
Secondly, there is his will ; to that anſwers com- 


his providence. 


would expreſle his obedience, faycs, 7 conſulted nes 


mind: I was willing to thinke his way the beſt; in 
'2Cor.10.5. This is called SubjeQion, namely; 
the bringing of every thought into ſubjeQion. 
The originall of diſobedience is refraRorinefle of 
thoughts, whereby a- man thinkes his way bet: 
terthen God's way, andthereforechooſertvir, for 
every man doth what hee thinkes beſt, and there- 
fore in Pro. 23. 4. Salomon counſdling men not to 


ownethoughts, why, iris good tobe rich, there- 
fore ſayes he,Ceaſe from thine owne Wiſdome,char is, 
ſubmie thy wildome ro —_ hee knowes what. 
Ft 3 is 


The ſecond thing is, what we maſt be ſubje | 


bediſpoſed of by him. Andcheſe three doe an- | 
ſ{werto all that is in a man. For 1«there is his mind;| 


' mandement. Thirdly,affcRions zthey anſwer to 7 


Firft, wee muſt be ſubjeR to the Coualell of 
Chriſt, thac is, to thinke his wayes, and what hee | 
commands, to be the wiſeſt and the bet way. And. | 
this is one thing a Wife owes to her H:1sband, to | 
be ſubje& to his.opinion: and Pav/ , when hee | 


with fleſh and blend, thatis, with my owne reaſon; | 
but 7 brought my mind into ſubjcition 10 Chriſts | 


labour to be rich, becauſe a man would:ſay: in his | 


_ 


His provi- 
den 


| 


” Bu 


-, | ſceſt he hath-commanded athing,whichthou ſeeſt 
mands. 


Saul thought he had g6od' reaſon :o00 bis. dere | 
(pare the kine for ſacrifice , bur didnot / command | 


andill report thougoeſt through. God requires 
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15 better for thee: walke-in- thy' calling: withour 
ſeeking inordinatcly to be rich; and if God caſt 


— wc —— 


| 


i I 


- | richesuponthee, ſo ifis. ” Ando likewiic arthan 
{chat thinkes credit i regard of gifis, katning p] 
@- | 


parts, a goodlything; ceaſe from thine owne w1 

' dome, it being but as/'thes Apoſtle ſaith wriidits 
,an empty things, a- thing -blowne up by-mens 
breathes: :ſeekenot after ir; follow his counſcll. | 
And thirdly, ſo for pleaſire;thouthinkeſt this or | 
rhar rhing robe moſt pleaſanr,ceaſe from rhy own | 
wiſedome, abſtaine from ic, andthou ſhalthave ic 
[ſome other way. 211 | 
' "Theſecond: thing are his commands: - if thou 


no reaſon for, nay, thou ſeeſt a reaſon. againſt it, 
yer doe norqueſtioni:.. The will of man isi(till 
objecting: Scertiis now in LHgdam and Sevl; 1n'the 
'commandemient' given to Adim; there 5:nothing 
'buta meere command; 'tis likely-hee-{aw'no. tea» 
(op fovity yer-ſce how Godchurgerhrhimybeſkthes |: 
eaten of that I commandeht ibeetben ſhonldit ug tate f | 


thee the contrary ! The ſervant is not to examine his 
maſters ground, but ro doe his will. 

Laſtly, wee muſt be ſubjeR co, his'providence, 
and all thepaſſages of ir. Looke what variety of 
conditions, of {ickeneſſe and health ,; good repert 


that all thy affeions ſhould be ſubj»R wich» 
out murmuning;; it he will have thee lye-under an 


{11 report without cauſe a loog time, it is his pros | 
viderce | 


—_— ” 


y 


The ho er lege 


-—- nd 


werethus or thus i1 {uch/a: condition firſt, then 
I would be coments what is this, but ro- make his 
willRegulam regulatans ? 
The third thing are motives to be ſubjeR. 

From:the nature of {ibjeRion z: which is-as it 
was debaed;, thatrheinferiour ought ro be-ſub- 
j:&ro theſuperiour ; ſa as there is reaſon forithis, 
if thoy be-an infcriour to him, and when a man 
| ſees reaſon, he will not beſtubborne. Now, that 
there isreaſon for this; looke. through the whole 
univerſt;, That which'is moſtbaſe is loweſt, and 
ifchere ſhquld not be ſuch a ſubordination , what 
confuſign would there be, as if-the waters ſheuld 
over-flow the earth, or the fire poſſeſle the place 
of theayre 2- As inthe body.of nature; ſo politi- 
call; if ſervants ſhonld' nor be ſubjeR to their 


Gon wonld'it breed 2 Eceleſ”, 10. 5.6. for the ſer- 
vant t# beou barſe-backe , and the maſter on foot, this 
i54nevill,anda folly. So inthebody of man, for 
the humpurs tobe predaminant;ic brings {ickneſſe 
and death; ſointhe ſoule ; for reaſon ro be"be- 
low, and the affections above, what diſorder is 
x £ Sothatthereis reaſon, that in/all things the 
inferiour.ſhould beiſubjeR rotheſuperiour. 

Conſider who itis youare to beſubjeQro. 

It is to hima that-isableto doe you much good, 
and onethat is willing to recompence thee to the 


ro Kings, and doethem ſervice* becauſe they are 


| videncey fubmir 3; and: wereus men will ſay, it 1 


maſters, infexiqurs"re ſuperiours , what confu- | 


utmeſt; Why are men ſo wilhng-to'be-ſubjeR | 


ablero adyancethem ; and —_ men will doe 
Ft 4 


any. 


lubjeGzon. 
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any baſc offices for them , evenviolate their con. 
ſciences : but in bcing ſubject to God!, thou ſhalt | 
not be ſubj:& to baſe , but honourable ſervices, 
and thou ſhalt get much by ir alſo.” AsBalak 
ſaid to Balarm , Am 1 not able topreferre thee? (0 
may I ſay of God, and of others, evenof Kings, | 
as Savl (2id of David, Can David give you Vint-. 
yards, 8&c? Can Kings give you what God can | 
give you? why is there {ſuch ſeeking to the; 
Court, bur that men are perſwaded of getting 
profit and honour? And is it not God thar ſets up 
whom he will, pulls downe whom he willr doth 
whatſoever he will iacheearth, and inthe ſea” 
which if conſidered , men would be ambitious of 
ſerving him. ms 

Secondly , hee is able to doe you nivich hurt: 
and-that is another reaſon of our ſubjeRion to 
Princes, and therefore, 2. Fer..5, 6. hee bidsns 
humble our ſelves under his mighty hand ; chat 
is, God hath a mighty hand , x 5 bring you 
into ſubjeRion , and therefore doe it willingly, |. 
Hwmble your ſebvts, Doe you provoke him to ati- 
ger? areyou ſtronger then he *.is hee not ablero 
bring you downe ? In £zechiel there be foite Em- 
blemesof his power z God ares theirgreat 
men to-Eagles , the maſters ofall birds;;'ro Ce. 
| dars, that byer-ſhadow all 'the tees of Eden ; 
' TtoDragons, that doe live inthe water; and doe 
drinke itup as arivers and toan excellent Che- 
rub ;now God to ſhew his power;ſayes, thathee 
| will deplume that Eagle, loppe the boughes of | 
| that Cedar , uncover thar Cherub, put a hooke 


into 
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[into the noſthrils- of that Dragon r ſothat God 
|” able ro doe the greateſt men in the world 
e's ; | 
| Thuidly, Ged' is exceeding munificent, his, 
| goodneſſe is great. If one hach afather that is 
| full of goodnefſe , an ingenuous ſonne would! 
not diſobey him, becauſe hee would not griey 
him; now God will ſparechee, 47 « father ſpares! 
his fonune that ſerves bim:Hhee will keepe thee ſtill 
| - the houſe, notwithſtanding all thy rebel- 
ONS. j 
Laſt motive is taken from our ſelves. | It is for! 
thy good to be ſubje ro him : which -if men; 
chroughly apprehend , they would not Ricke, 
though it were a thinge burthenſomero them. If 
a' Phyſician - preſcribes thee an hard dyer , to 
which chou haſt no good 'willt in; it felfe; yer if 
thoubetold ir_is for thy good;tlicn chouarrwils 


ling ; and chus it is with the Commandements,' 
But fay is not liberty at excellent thingris it nor 
berter to live as a man liſts* Indeed if themind of 
| a nan were fratged as & ought robe,.ie were ſa; 

bur ſeeing thy Heart is poſſelled witherours, dc; 
it is Qot beſt for thee to be ar liberty , for ove 
thatis wall infiis wits, it is good to be at libet» 
ty , but not for onein a: frentie zagaine, forithee | 
ro follow thine owne will, is x0 
more to the diſeaſe, bur when thou doſt whar 
God commands thee , thou doſt followthe pre- | 
ſcript of the Phyfician, Por every manlyesas it! 
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were Inter worbam & wedicem ,; if thow ſubject | 


thy ſelfc- ro God), thou growelt out:of bundage 
A ro 
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ro: tne: difeaſer;to- further hte-and Itbecy; (bur 
when thou obeyeſt rhy;ſelfe,:thou are brought | 
{in bondageto ſinne, which is the difcaſe of thy | 
Houle: Now brangage-propaly.isthis;-whenione' 
is ſubj:Rroionethdr isnot Our proper Comman- 
der, or when iris to Qur hurts; afid thercfore now | 
ro bee ſubje&ro-a- Father 15 nur bandage, ſo nar | 
co-God;heebeing-<our naturail and proper Com: 
inander. Now oneot theletwo you:muſt-beſub. 
[je& to, cicher thelaw of Ginne, or of righicouſ. 
jnefſe, Conſider now which of theſe is bondage, 
which liberry»: IC M01} 0-45) e 2200201 

Every. creature hath  certaine rule, given it; 
arid: fo:long as ie-keepes cloſe tothat rule, ſolong 
it-is: well with it: and ſo iris with men, whilſt 
they are ſubje& rothe Law, which is their proper 
rute : to deiſub{k&;ro-the contrary;rule , ther 
| is -bondage.:; Bur!.chon, wiki lay, TI! inde; ita. 

pleaſant life;- 1d *bee ſubje& to my laſts, But 
what isthereaſon of char? becauſe ic is agreeable 
ro the preſenr diſpaſtion of thy. ſoule ;, þur yer 
know this, th4oohou haſt agother radicall diſpo- 
ficiory inchee;{:iin which thou wert-created , to 
which the »Commandements, are more pleaſant 
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chen ithe ſatisfying of chy Juſts. As nowtake the 
| conſtant difpoficioni ofthy;bodyzmeare,and drink 
- | isplteaſanteir; but indeedin 2 time offickneſſe, 
| not meat, but ſomerhiag elſe is more pleaſant ; 
yer ſo as tlie pleaſantneſſe of meate. to one in 
health; is the greater. af:the two. Nov this is a 
rute/in Philoſophiez.:thar-thaſe. things: that. are 
agrecable-to-nature are jocunde per [e,, and all 


times,| - 
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is the wringing themche wrong way«- /:: 
\* Agdiavppeace is ptealabit:i Bfalo1.33..1. 2t) i':8 
pleaſane thing: for Butthren' 18 awelk imwajtya Dil 


| Head, and rhouliveſt ancunquier-bfg;:but,avitiis, 


Gods Corimnandemens, price s whin thein;adud that 
is pleaſant. Againe, it brings'|I&{us! Ghrift-into 
the:ſoule; and he brings joy 'wih Htitth ;-for when 
he comeSinto the heart, hee £ames| 23\rhe Sybne 
into a roome with light, and joy , and peaceslI 
find one fimilitudemate iti thee words; to: $xptiile 
our union with. Chboſt: andindeed the: Seripyuge 
is rauch in expr: fog of this union; Now! At; t5:4 
ſure rule, that what the Scriptures bcſtow ghuctp 
words-003/ we ſhould havo moch thoights.kn , 
and'whar te Haly Ghoſtargeth neſt; wollihuld) 
'prizemoſt, as inthisunion wh: Chnft;>which is 
(che foundation of durSalvation-and of 'all graces. 
'© \Nbwdifferant fimilitudesin Scriptarentocds- 


Headand Saviburioh thebodys: Acwill-brigg-to, 
'our minds ſome other differing notion-coriets- 
ah ning 


"IF" 


cords-in a family are unpleaſam. Now whiiſt thou | 
oboyeſt ſinnegirbreakes thy peate' with God thy | 


Gal. 6. 16. uats mitny as walks at conlimgio 5 he role of | 


preffe ſorh6:06w thing z/avis thi thactieus tbe.) 
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| feele, as the Head is, of what the. Members | 


God, 


onallocrafies; ſuggeſts wiſedome what ro-doe. 


\ningrhis unionthen the former did , it will bring | 
'new kghtthatwe ſhall ſee further inco the riches | 
of thisglorious myſtery. 
' The point is, that Chrift 5 the Head, and Swvi- 
aur of his Church., and of every member. 1 adde 
'this laſt, for ſoyauthall find. it. : Corinth; 11. 3. | 
That the Head of every man s Chrift : and this 11- | 
militude ſhewes that the union berwixt Chriſt | 
and us, is morethan the union of a politicke head | 
and body, ſo as-wee arefleſh of his: fleſb, end bone of 
his bone, as it is in the thirticth: verſe of- this 
| Chapter. 
 Inthat Chriſt loves and cheriſheth every one 
\uniced to him, as every man doth bis-owne fleſh. 
Put caſe a member bee more deformed than ano» 
ther, there bean Vicer in it; yeta man loves it, | 
becauſeir is his fleſh. | 

Hee is ſer:fible of all the paine, and caſe they 


doc. 
Hee communicates Senſe and Motion to <e- | 
__ ; without him, every man being dead, |: 


and notableto moove a ſtep, in the wayes of 


— — 


He guides, direc, counſels every member up- 


| Buttherearc three other ſpeciali reſpeds, inre- 
gardof which he iscalled an Head; 
Inregard of auchoriry. Epheſ, 1.22. God hath | 
appoimeedins over all things to. bee Head, Hee hath | 
commicred the Kingdome:of the Mediatourſbip |, 


to his Sonne, 


___ Sree. 
In regard of preeminence, Cel. 1.18; 
Inregard of influence of life, -Epheſe 1; 23- bis 

headſhip -i5'made' to.conliſt.in this, if hlleg! his 

body , whigh init ſelfe is-a-drye- empty thing, 
and he fills them all, that is, every corner, and 
condly wich all, that is, all yaziety of graces;; ſo 
as.they have nothing, but what they have: from 
him. | | 
The uſe of theſe three in particular, ſecondly, 
| inthat he is a head ingenerall, 4 bY 
| If Chriſt be ſoa head; avheis.a Govemnogur and 
 cammanger z-it is ealy to khow what fallowes 

\theng lerus be abedigemtand-lixe according to his 

lawes, inthoſe- doxologies: which! arc: given- 10 

| Chniſtthis is0ne, To Himu.be eUdewrinion : all the da: 

| minzon (hatis in prreves over thelrchild ren, Kings 
over the peaple,arehwouelets was of irbgt-Sfa+ 

\ La the g. of 1/ay,6 the Gomer wpiew?\ is:{Aid10 hrih in 

| bis ſhoulder, (0 35 he nues all the world, obly; with 

ha n+ - 9 = Church! with an 
inclinatzye dipohtion,anthe bad fulesthe ametn+ 

allunderdys feere,ahdimakes thtnſtonpe; od 20 

is profitghleforusto conſider what: diviion-wee 


hers 31c,2q Citin; vagabonds; hawleffe perſons; 
that are.not the. Lordspomidn, and though theſc 
doe; what they liſt zyetthal) muſt, dogasby arule; 
from: morning : till night ; 19:alt: rhy © bufineſle, 
|undenale do-aGoncbilt By \rale :. rliere "i not 
Yer leaftation butthere is;rule :for:iv-im the ge; 


neral) 


arc of ; fax Firſk, there-are ſome: of the kingdome | 
of his ſ9n0g, cranflarad-intenbiy kingdomes: I Col; 


2 
3 
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Iſay, 9» 6 
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. Tbe (burches Cariage. 
nerall find out thatrule, (o uſe recreations , cate 
and drinke by rule. $11.07 107 DES, 

Ityov objeR, that thereats ſomethings which 
a man nay doe'ami cauſa; 'forhe Apoltle ſayes, 
he would not for his mind fake. 'T anfwer , you 
mult even doe theſe things by rule. Tis ttue that 


| 


aman'mayhave/itrhis/ choice ro doe a: thing, or 
not rodac athing ; for then a thing is indifferent: 
yerthere is arule t6 be lodkt"to in theſe things, 
viz, That Chiiſt hath given a man this liberty : 
ſo nin tThould order'theirifpeeches by rule ; *not | 
tobevaihe'atranyotime, not in the leaſt Word? 
But yon will ſays chisisa bondage; Anſwer z{tio, 
but itis forthy beniefir ; forthe more thoti'walkſt | 
by rule;the more peace fhallbe- upon' thee. It is 
obſervable, 9.Z/ay,; 7-rhar theſe two thiaks #tt | 
puttogether ;:0f the encreaſclofhu prverpment ad | 
bir etretbow fhabbe nowid :t0ihivdb tb | 
chat as his government .increaſethy in mitts Hearts 
and is.enlarged ,"ſo: as a'man is'made mote ſib- 
jeR to him, {o/alſo peace. increaſtth? *In"thbſ>} 
char atemoſt ſubje&t, there-is woſt-peaze2 :aHſ} 
cherefore he is\called -rhe: Prince: of :peate; for } 
whereheerules as'a"Prince;, there' 1s that peace 
which he; asa mightyPrince;isabletoprociirets 
you. « Ando this purpoſe iFthar copaltien-of 
being 2 Head and a Saviourtiwvthe Text, as Thaye | 
obſerved before: if any man goeth' from but of 
hisgovernment-, hee ſhall find thornes, ungquiet- 
neſle, aud reſileſneſſe of iſpirit: they" walke| 
by: the -rule ,: they 'thall have® perfe& pencey} 


perfect mercies ': if: you rwatke! anevenly with 


him, 
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him be vl yaldenrny wow. 


becauſe- God-hatrh-pur: him - into the 
place, bur becauſc. he hattya firneſſe ;n him , all 
tullaeſſe?; chooſe him ghen, take hin; befgre any 


There are no exceltcncies-, that are, inthe crea. 
tures, which arc outof him., butall in him. And 
therefore thou muſt chooſe him altogether, and 


to this frame , to be content to; be;ſtript.of every 
thing , thinking it enough to, have. the Lard,; 
2:Gol.19. LAnd yee- are compleas. in him mbo is the 


| head of all Princigalitie and pewer : his ſcope is this; 


in the 6. verſe before, he had exhorted them:that 
as they had taken Chriſk;; (itbeing the {ame word 
that. is in vbn, 1, 124) ſothey would walke in. him, 
being fully contented with him ; aud let no.wan de- 
ceive you tn Philaſophie, that is, whereas men teach 
you excellent rules:0f : morall Philoſophy ; yet 
reckon, notthele as excellencies added to Chriſt, 
' but abound you in faith in him, for we-arg compleat 
in him;# any thing, were,; wanting, in. him, then 
indeed we might ſeeke out to other. things. Learne 
to 'apply this to your. particular occaticns; ſay, 
[ care for no mans friendſhip, nor wealth ; it is 
enough, I-have the .Loxd'alone;T.am.compleate 


wilt doe--all-tor him. Hee that :lookes, for any 
thing;from the creature, will dee ſo much. for ir, 


— " "y 


Every 


| 1s hea Headingegard ef cxcellency3 wee Yer. 


thing elſe ;for hejs the beſt; ang will prepordes | 
rate whatſoever comes jn'{ompeaition; with hims | - 


make. him che, adequarq gbje& of thy {oule;, .in | 
whom-thow art fully, ſatisfied ;-bring thy hear | 


inhim , looke forall fromhimz and.then you | 


| Tochooſs 
Chriſt tor a 
head, 
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Ev benefit-hatvan office joyned; and ſo much 


_* +. * | menſerve inns} asthey looketorpleaſure/from 
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| t, and Tomuch'ſervice asigdone tothe creature; 


ſo much is raken' off from God ; and therefore 
—__ nat apply. my , ſelfe-to you;-but'ts 


will not care for mans day: fo if a mar: comets 


if a man thinkes himfelfe compleat is Chriſt; he 
will thinke it enough todochis duty ;ſo as men 
may receive\profit byit, and'as tor wealth, hee 
þ- 46 that to the Lord; th whom hee 1$com- 
pieat; 

Bur you will fay, how ſhall Tlive in this world 
then? I have credit. ro tovke ro, and wife and 
children; © > IT 00 ( 

Arfi God isabletodo abundanrly for you, if 
you have him. When <Moſer was contenr toler 


{o ſuffer afflition with the people of God, God 


Chrift, bectuſe hee endiired rhe' ſhame, and che 
ſpeaking againſt, and the/ meaneſt condirion that 
ever man had, therfore- 2 Phil.God gave. bim 4 

reate Nome above all names. Abraham let his 
Eaves o,butGod gave him agreaterCoomry, 
10d in is feed made-him:+ heire of the& world; 


ſo ita mari bea Miniſter af the Word; let himnor 
- thinke 


DAM. ————.} 


its Abd ſvifia manbe topreach the Gofpell; | 
he that thinkerh binſelfe-compleate ir Chriſt; | 


fome aQion of tryall, wherein he ſhall looſe ſome | 
ſpecial fxeinds, ' and get great cacmies, if hee | 
thinke Himſdfe complex in Chriſt , he cares nor. | 
So'in walking iti the exerciſe of a mans calling, 


[ 


wt... Al Le 


Pharach goe,and his great place in Egypt goe, and|' 


made Him agremer Prince then ever heewas; {o | * 


 thinke with hi 


Eve bb 


. 
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| (lie durhow he mayidar 
forenotto rake care for 1 
6, inthe 19: 0f Math, 10. Luke, when Chrift 
Diſciples out ropraxctvche Goſpel, Hee 
bids them 7k: ao monicy; 2007 au {391p 


erties 
EG 


p&;to maintain 


themgnornd ſtaffer defendirchem! from injuries, | 
 nor:{alute any man by theway,' that is, doe not 
ſtand upon officious' copplements to get friends: 
Yaougoc abourthe Lorgywagke, and 1 will pro- 
vide too you, andrtherefare hit reperres this 22. | 
Eoebs 35+. when he was 
king themifwhew hedict{66 
did lackeany thing, to' whitv chey anſwered, no. 
Thentearne: by this; not ro-looke afrer mainte: | 
nance ; and this maybe faithto every Miniſter" of 
the Goſpell; -preferreChuit; andthe will preferre 
Every one defires a precuvinence, # place 
| aboyc his brethren thewayto ger it}, is to bee 
for Chuiſt: of bi owne will.be 
be the fr ſh fraits of alt 1he cremwyes Whey a' min 
hath choſen Chriſt, then hee is made the cherfe 
of the excatures, (hee extelsall orhers,'as Reſts 
and Lillies excell thornes3 fo thar if 'youchiovfe 
and taakefiiory our Heyy he will 
Heb andchaiteofidl ele. 
Frames; char he isa 
tharefills all irvabl y 4havthey"we | Bars 


om of the wotld, af- 
rhe our thus, they 


#4. tht we 


mSTITCs 
ut regard of infla- 


tio drawfrom him; that which 


| may fllaus, 2064 thivisthedſe is: rude? of this, 4. 
Epbef."1 $7.6. La w 
way 70 wp in bieres elabiegiiole «rhe Heal from 
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grow ;: and bow ragrow ; adding this motive ro 


- | &,rp ſtirrethenits ibs thar. Chriſt 1s choir head 
©" | abletofillevorycompay..crevisy and 2hit ſhouts | 
ſtirrerheatup. to.briog thrir:\heares re. hams) chad | 


ſo you maygromw wpibtobimg thartls; inviegyow 
heare he is.a Head har; lls you, ftand-nor ata 
ſtay , but grow yptochingy there being as great-a 
neeciliry tar you rnigramh:esfotorherh: roeome 
in:. and; therefore {dyes he): acmintt® hor (cHil- 
dren: if chey aske how-they ſhould grow-np int) 
himz hee bids ther fovow the truth in owe, that is, 
as yougst inore light inco-divinetruthes,and have 
your hearts affected wichthem; whichis mean by 
love, ſo much-is addeti: tb you grow then; for 64 
therwiſe how is it ſaid, thx the Word'deth build 
us up 2:45 S. Paw, when hetold rhoſechat Hee was 
to keave them, and they knew — to doe when 
he were gone , £o-grom,\he refs them rhis,d eve 
308.10 God ana be Hordgf ha gre gobrldyion up: 
Now how doth the Word:doeit, but by'reveai 
ling argih 9 new. trurh&$2wbich jf-they affcAthe 
beart; men grow op iNtpGhrifts [i224 200 

.ciInchar & is {aids} gromiup ire Him itisadded, 
to difference that' growth which # out of 'Him 
in morall Vertues; 'meti! may. grow inthem, and 
ye ngtgrow vp iftq:CH xr. 7{burtoprowup 
ino Him; i560 grow morecrmiticdofoutſelves 


| and felf&-conceirs and fuller at hitgfoasthe with 


bee greag«r'in us zfor weedebne Graemodherwile) 


PF 
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whow the mþote buay fig yjoyned rogtther, (gre: - Te | 
(eqpe whthe (Apoltlogy 20 ſhew 54, wee: hohld | 


| 


rt het 
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ket Corte 


to tight reaſon, that is, rodoe that which:is'beſt 


grow inanother;manner, to be'that which#rames 
and exerciſeth every faculty ob the foule: ra. the 
Lord, ahd therefore there is no growth in'grace, 
| unleſſeir bei into Chriſt ; doing all for him ,. un- 
 lefſe we be taken off of, ur. owne bottomeg and 
ſer wp9n.: him-'- Now there: are things farther 
mentioned in that place, as meancs of -thys 
growth. 

:Toreceiveallfrom;him-, from whom as the 
| words are, $c« and. herefare to keepe the heart | 


arowth is that which cauſetly diſtance beryixt | 
Godandus. Now the' cementing qualities that 
doe joyagustg him, drefaithand-love, and that 
whichllooſeneth us frombim is .ſelfe! depenidance, 
and (lfc ſeeking, and allthings'elſe/ which theuſt 
in betwixt God ;and -you , 4s vane hopes and 
vainefeares«., 


receive 
compated rogerher : ;\&:the branch be: 
fromthearoe 22d tlic xoote,, there is nagr 
Legzhem 4ogke to it that-cake no. heed of thei 
company 1 Therearemany. mutualldixies:eorhe 
performed cagerhen; by which theSainsgrowes! 
| beage of xthein fellowſhip: ih RI pp. 
#5 ifrhouwouldeſtgrowe nr: } 2 141315012, 


they define it to. be rhat which frames: tbe. be fouls | 


for-himſelfe and his converſe with men ;-bur 'wet | 


To 
—ds 
nigh, to; him:g-that+ therefore which hinders | Chritece =þ 


' Keeps intbafclhowſhip ofthe Saints, far they | 
, onely: 4-25 they ar0:knit: and | Fetlowihip! 
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|| which grace is conveyed, by 'which is meant all, 
-| Ged : /hethereforerhat prayes moſt, heares imoft 


drop that' may 'increaſe grace and tructh, ſuch 


:->-| meanes-of growth , according to the"effeQuall | 
| working itithemeaſureofevery 'part;; by which 


Nwolis% root; as well wth x 
3 e111 i 


97 0 |orhers , or elſe there” wilt Ge'n 4/34. muſt 
; tv] pay: tnoreandrexÞ more Wirſo growing more 
Hr, > BIS In 


The Churches (cariage.” 


thoſe: vebicals of grace, all the ordinances of 


| confcionably, and is in company of thoſe tot 
which excell in grace , whence" ſomerhiag will 


mengrow.moſt ; though Chriſt be the foanraine, | 
yer. grace is conveyed 'by theſe as the meancs: 
therefore uſing thefe ratanes, looke'vp to frim to 
open the fountaine,® - 925414 17 *N 0170901 
| There isan cffetuall power, a nutritive'facul- 
' ty irvevery one that hath life in him , 'which-is a 


a'man makes yſe of every thing ſuggeſted to him, 
ill receives profir from the word read or preach- 
ed, or from 'Gods providence,” forme ' Tutths 
mientfrom them all : as' you fay'vf good' wits, 
tharchey'make uſe of everything; {0 of good 
| hearts';/ and that is according rocthe meaſure in 
| every part ; yet ſoas the leaſt bud hath this-effe- 
Quall-power incit's meaſire'/+6 Uraiy from the 
| exteft) branches; forne” lave 
a greacer-meaſure, e ao in not for 
themſelves, bur digeſt 'and delivet ir ro- others ; 
forin the body rhereare Tone members ;'tharte- 
ceivefori themſelves, and for-difttiburiois, 4s the 
tiver, hoarr; 6. And therefore thinks with thy 

hes! 


ſelfe; -Þ have # greater Yepree: irfthe Chitthfof 
God, therefore I muſt logkero receive more then 
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if chy ſ{cifc, thou maiſt be able co diſtribute unto | 
others. Let me adde this, take heed you doe-not 
dead this effcuall power, for then you will not | | 
be able to draw much, or. elſe fot to concot ir, | 
You will ſay, how may it be deaded ? by warldly 
mindedacſſe, or by Sinne not repentcd of, 

This weakens che autritive faculty, the more | fouty i 
ſpiritual every maa is, the better conſcience that weakened. - 
he keepes, and that will quicken the nutritive fa- 
culty, for what makes a member to draw nouriſh. 
ment, but emprtineſſe and hunger e- ſo that the | 
more wethirſt after other things, the leſſe we ſhal 
draw from Chriſt. | 

The uſeis of Triall whether you bein Chriſt or | &4 
no, by your obedience and ſubjeQion to him. The | Y/e. 
Church, that is, every member of it, is ſubjeRun- | T2kaowif| 
ro Chriſt and obedient unto him in all things. | Chiitby 
That which God maketh a rule of his owne judg- | aims. + | 
ment, asthat by which he judgeth of every man, | 
that isa ſure rule for every manto judge himſelfe 
by that which we ſhall be judged by at the laſt 
day, is aſure rule to apply to our ſelves for the 
preſent. Now by our obedience and workes, hee 
judgeth us, Hee willgive ts every man according to | gs. 
his workes, Rom, .that is,he will not looke to their 
g00d meanings and profeſſion, butto their ations 
and workes, becauſe our reall raking of Chriſt | 
appeareth in them. ſay 1. 1 9. 1f yee conſeut and | IP1**- 196 
obey ,yee ſhall eate the good things of the Land, the i, 
if yee will conſent to take 1ebovah for your Lord 
and =n_ if you give conſent, there is the firſt - 
thing. But that is not enough ; but if you alſo | 
G ® MW obey, _ 
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obey, the conſent thar/ſandethin:the'inward ac | 


| chings rhe Apoſtles beate-ypon, were Faith and 
» | newiobegionce.,. fruits -worthy ' of | atnendment 


-.».1 | heard him conferre or preach, you ſhould. have 
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'of the mind';; therruth of ir will bee ſcene in your | 
 obedienceitttheacts of your Jives', if you cons | 
| ſenrandobeyronfhbd extethe grad things of the land, 
[thixis, you [ball take of all that he hath ; that is 

good and convenient for you, for then you are 
married to-him in truth, and have an intereſt in all 
his gaods..The:Lord-wauld. have facrifice exactly | 
performed; buttheProphers-make light of thar,in 
{ compariſon of obedience, .and the complaint of 
the Lord is of your diſobedience, you are a diſo« 
bedient and rebellious people, Towr necke is like an 
iron ſinew, you plucke away the ſhoulder, and will 
not -obey. :: Irisnot a ſacrifice which -wasa ty- 
picall raking of Chriſt, but obedience muſt-goe 
wichit :ſointhe new Teſtament, the two. mune 


—  —— 


of : life 5\'{&s,, 20-21; The Apoſtle ſummes 
all his preaching in theſexwa things , repentance 
towards God,and Faith towards Ielus Chriſt,and 
| hejoynes them together, becauſe they. are never 
ſevered: That was his buſineſleif you ſhould have 


heard him-beate upon theſetwo, Faith and obedi- 
ence, or ſubje&ion ro. the commandements. . So 
it wastheſcope of Tobn Baptiſt, he preacht the bap- 
tiſme of zrepentance, and the. waſhing. away. of 
{nnes,now tliey would be ready to take the ſweet, 
therefore hetells them they-muſt be obodient,and 
he urgethit on particulars, as they that are ſoal- 


diers muſt offexno wrong to-any, and fo of the | 
reſt 
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| up,1 Coy. 9.towards the end, Exhorting to ſtrift- 


|charſaid be wopldnpt but-went, it was hee that | 


reſt}the Lord will not, take any thipgof -an-ene- 
my 413:ſtradger,2-Cor. 8. 12, Heethat giveth almes,, 
and giveth not his perſon firſt #0 the Lord,the Lord ac- 
cepteth it not, bur yer on the other; fide, workes 
mult juſtifie our faich : it is, bur an/empry-taith, 
except it hath an acuall real] obedience. acgmps ! 
oying it. It is adapgerobs rocketothinke,our {ih 


- | are forgiven, and we have accepted Chriſt, and}: 


have good meanings, and yet we have no obedi- 
ence accompany iopg this :'hee that is in Chriſt 
hath crucified che;flcſh,and walketh after. the.ſpi- 
rit, andhethatisia Chriſt, is fubjeR, unto, him 
in all things. Arifotle ſaith,not he thathad a ſtrong 
body, but he that runne well, had the crowne in 
che 0/ympien games, it was notan agbleticall abi. 
lity, but he char wreſtled bgſt.; and it is the ſimili- 
rude the Apoſtle himſelfe /alludes:to, and rakes 


neſſe of obedience unto Chriſt, as withour which 
4-man will looſe his labqur. .Jt is well expiedicd in | 
the parableof the ſonnes, one ſaid he would goe 
into the vineyard, there, were good intentions z 
the other (aid he would not: he thatfaid he would, 
4nd wene not, went beſides the reward-zand hee 


received the rewatd,, -It is not,good-defires,, but 
2Quall performing of obedicnce; that. ſhall pro- 
vide a Crowne for you. And good reaſon why try» 
all hauld be.taken by:this, for tryall is io. difficu 

chings.' To profeſſe and know mych,arceafie; byt 
to bring your affe&ions into ſubjeRion, to-wre; 
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{tle with luſts, tocrofſo yqur wils,and your (elves, 
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on every veccaſion, 'this'is' hard. The :Lord 
Jeoketh that loa lives wee ſhould bee ſervice- 
able to him, + and uſefull” ro men; that 
which is within ,, the Lord and our brethren 
are never the better for it; bnt the outward 
obedience Rowing thence, glorifies God, and 
doth goodto man. The Lord will have this done. 
What cle is the end of our preaching, our plant- 
ing, and watering, bur that che trees may be fil- 
led with fap © And what is the end of that ſap, 
but chat the tree may bring forth fruir ? what ca- 
reth thehusband-<madn for lkaves or barren trees ? 
' not onely the thormes, are caſt into fice, but 'bar- 
| ret trees Therefortlooke to your fruits, and de- 
| ceivenot your ſelves.' It is a common error for 
men'to thike their -eſtares good, wheh in the 
meane time they walke after the ſtabborneneſle 
Theendof | of their hearts: they that doethe will of the Lord 
7.1 fllbeſived:” Whatisthe end of every grace, 
but ro mollifie the heart, and make it plyable to 
folne cormmandement orother:s Lookehow ma- 
ny commiandernents,f6 many graces there are in 
vertue and ficacy, athough not ſo many ſeve- 
rall axes We piventhem, -Theend of every ſuch 
grace iStomrake us obectiient;;'as the'end of tem- 
pttantee' is chaſtity ;to: bow'the'hearr to thoſe 
commands, bt yrefobir, 8c." wht in chambering and | 

wantowneſſe, &c. When the Lord. commandeth | - 
| - | not wbeanpry with our. brother; 'the/end of 
mieekeneſe; and why'the' Lord infuſerh (its 45 to 
| kerpe'ts Fivih unadwiſed, rxth anger; 66 Faichthe | - 
| end ofit;$to'take Chriſt Ifus,-ro make'us obe- | 


a 32x 3 PR0jOR dient | ; 
Le ————— VEST ———— — & 


þ . % 


——— 
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dient to the command of the Gofpell , whic 
commanth us to beleeve in him ; ſoas all graces 
doe joyne togerher, butto frame and faſhion the| 
ſoule ro obedience, Thenſomuch obedience as 
is in your lives, ſo much grace in your hearts, and 
no more : therefore aske your hearts, how ſubjeR 
you are tothe Lord in your lives; it was the coun- 
ſell that Francs Spire gave to them about him, 
ſaith he, Learne all of mee , 10 take beed of ſevering 
| faith and obedience , Iraught juſtification by faith, 
but negleRed obedience, and therefore is this 
befallen me. IT have knowne ſome godly men 
whoſe comfort on their death beds, hath beene 
not from the inward ads of their mind, which 
apart confidered , might be ſubje& ro miſappre» 
henfions, but from the courſe of obedience in 
their lives iſſuing thence. Let Chriftians looke 
to it, thatinall their converſation, as they ſtand 
in every relation, as Schollers, tradef- men, hus. 
bands, wives, looke rothis, that when they come 
to dye, they havebeene ſubjeQinall things : this 
will afford ſolid comfort. What will you ſay, 
when Satan -chargeth you with this 2-ir is true 
you have large promiſes, and hee that beleeperh 
ſhallbe ſaved, but then you muſt have beene obe- 
dientand bring forth fruits z and when you looke 
vpoa your lives, and finde nor theſe fruits, where 
areyon ? -But you will {ay then, there is none but 
may doubt himſelfe, for who can ſay-his obe- 
dience is perfed ? I anſwer 7 it is not fo mach the 
 perfeQion, as thefincerity that ts'required.-. But 


how ſhal{we know that, you will ſay ? 
| Faſt. 
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- Fult coniider , whether thog be obcdicnt,in e- 
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fore I mearionit firſt , he that hath caken Chriſt, 


ro it : though hee faile in the performance of the 
-commandemeats , yet neveran one but hee is ſub- 
jettoz as forexumple, the Lord hath comman- 
ded to ſanitifie the Sabbath , not to forſake the fellow. 
ſhip of the Saints; to pray continually ; to take heed: 
how wee heare ; to waſh our hearts from evill thoughts 
and lyſis, Whenan ob:dient heart,, one that hath 
taken Chriſt truely, heares theſecommands, he.is 
obedient to every one of chem , hee goeth about 
che buſineſſe, as an obedicar ſervant abour his 
maſters ſervice;though he may be oyercaken with 
negligence and ſome contrary paſſion, yer he go- 
«th about it. I meane, he doth it as well as hee is 
able. Another will not ſet himſclfe ro doe the bu- 
lineſſe, bur is readie to expoſtulate the matter 
with God, andſay, Thecommandement istoo 
ſri, or elſe hee retuſeth by plaine ſtubboraneſſe. 
As for example, that commandement, Take heede 
how you heare, that is, letnot one inſtruftion fall to 
the ground, ſee that you workit upon your hearts; 
a diſobedient heart goeth not abour this, hee len- 
deth his eares for an houre ; but when the Sermon 
| is done, there is an end: ſo that other #0 prey £onts. 
nually; it may be he prayethnot alone, nor with 
his Family , or. it both, yet ina fleight and neg- 
ligent manner , as good never. awhir, as never 
the better : ſoalſo , Jet your communication be al- 
wayes graciews; {uch an one thinkes it a RIS 

thing 


| 


|| very thing. This is in the words gf the-Text,ther. | 


there is never a commandement, but hee is ſubje& | 


| 


jo 
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thing to bee ſo ftri& and indiſcreet , he is nor, 
nor will not-'be ſubjeR * this is - diſobedicnce. 
Markethe generality, and thinke it no more then 


pecds, whenthe Scriprure there ſaich , We muſt be | 
[ubjefkto him in every thing; that is, not onely ro| 


the maine commandetnenr, bur to every part of it: 
he that hath (aid j'Thow ſhalt rot commit adultery, 
hath ſaid, Thew ſhalt not have an adulterons heart, or 
eye, or thought ,or dalliance. Now it thou be {ubjet 
tothe maine, if thou negle the ſmalleſt as thon 
counceſt them z thou art diſobedient, and rhou art 
one to whom God will render vengeance, 2The. 1.7, 
For it is to themthat know not the Lord, or that 
will not obey him, though they know that he will 
doe this unto them, ver. $. and I aske you it you 
know not, that there is ſuch a commandemeat. as 
this, Redeeme the time, &c, where is thy obedience 
to it, thou that trifleftaway:thy prectous ame, and 
makeſt no conſcience of ir : If the Lord hath-faid, | 
Hethat doth his worke negligently;ſhall be curſed, whar 
ſhalt thou be, that doſt ir nor at all £ Students 
that looſetheir time, and will not be obedient ro 
that command, hath not the -Loard commanded 
you hereto be ſubje& in all things 2 fo he hath 
ſaid, Forſake not the fellowſhip of the Saints, that is, 


the clement you fhou!ld live in ; and it is -not-|: 


enough onely to abſtaine from.evill company, | 
but to frequent. good: ſofor your ſpeeches! being | 
gracious alwayes : are not thefe commandements 
ofthe Lord 2: where is thy obedience- therein, 
whenthy company 1s idle; thy ſpeeches vaine ? 
Likewilc, pray continwely ;thatis, at leaſt twile 4 
day 
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- |aday;.irmuſtbe frequene and fervent too: when 


no paines istaken heerein , itis aſigne youare dil 
obedient. Thus you may examine your felves 


which youare moſtready to faile in. Now when 
| urge this as a neceſfary concomitant of grace, 


every thing , but ſuch, that a man dothgoe a- 
bour ir with all his ſoule , and make it his worke. 
A M:ns heart may beea Temple for the Holy 
Ghoſt, yet cvill thoughts and luſts may paſſe 


| through, bur there is notatable ſer up there for 


them; finne hath not quiet poſlefſion in them, 
they ſet up no idoll of riches, or pleaſure,though 
they may bee overtaken and faile in giving due 
reſpe&tto theſe commands, yer they drawenot 
one, they ſpinne not the thread of any finnetho- 
rowout the courſe of their lives. Whateverit be, 
[if a man lye in it from day to day, itis diſobedi- 
ence. And your purpoſcs muſt bee reſojate, the 
divorce muſt bee fuli wichout any ſecrer lingrings 
after theluſt forſaken , though by an accident you 
may bee overtaken by it, yetthis is your reſolu- 
tion , there is ſincericie ſcene , another giveth 
them over but for neceflitie, with a moneths 
minde to returne to them againe : as Phaltiel, 
that when the K'ng ſent for his wife, ſent her, be- 
cauſe there was a neceſſity of it, but yet went wee: 
| ping after her, 2 Sam. 3, 16. ſoit is with us, wee 
let goe aur ſinnes, bur goe weeping after them : 
the heart is notcleare of them. And conſider well 
the ground of it , why it muſt bee in cvery thing, 


in 
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by other commandements, and pitch upon. thar | 


the meaning is not, that ic is a perfe#7 ſubjetionin | 
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Frapar ny xn tis govertion. Now 

herhat doth fozcamer befaver ? for He ith "ior 

taken Chriſt for his Head nd Huoband:Pheforott 

fhall berpe the whole Dawsyanil yet falltth 4a" out point; 

he is guilty of 48, thatis,itis a 7 fob eee'ts 

Commander, in what ebamandetnetit Tory 

be, though bur in one thing , 0 RE 


tonhere: theres ws difference ect 
cing ſubjeR inthe durwetd man our df neteffit 
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ing a. another thingto be ſubjeQ as 2 wife, whos ſub- 


je&,,not, of goaRion.or necefiity-, bur: freely 
z becauſe thewauld: not 
gricye her bughang, the ainsdelighelycsiocom- 
munion with;God,-ſo as their hcarts-arc not at 
oſs whenthey ſtand not in-good tearmes with 


PANS. $. they cannot ler. any: uneven: reckonings-to | 
lye beeweenchim and them g theyJove him; and | 


thezefore dare not difobey him»+ And this atiforh 


frgm a perſwaſion,- what ever-he. commanderh | 


or 1nflicterh tis good, and: juſt, and cquall: then 
hewillipgly oheyesjand ſuffers. + Thus the. obe- 


it. was Shall 1 nat drink th hichmy Father hab 
giuenme? thatis,I would not: drinke this bitter 
Fup,notenly becaulc of pecefficy. I muſt, bur ſee- 
HEL Farhergwillis I.(bould dridke, it, and hee. 


b prepared it $95 Lang s will (dfinke it: Hence! 
many.a woman will ſay, (hall I not doe thatwhich 


my husband would hayemeto doc?; heiswile and 
loresmg. and he hath zxeaſon for what:he com. 
mands IPErny the-$6s, have yealdedobedicace: 
Tot tq, the 5 2g ices! was! 
tto him! his houſt-thould þd cur, 
ph tet bimt dot;us feemeth 


the, dts 1t is 
T £0 hl neg > ie ibe-haniahes ler me tak 


_— 4dpe- what plraſith him, 
re-ſubjcR my 1ſcife. 
Mp be-ſopbjeRto his commandements, 
oe _ efficy;; ;: 98:8Þ6 contrary, the Saints 
a bg commanzan with him ;:4nd. 


Fold loole ir ; would haye:no.; — 
0 
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 dience.of Chriſt, you ſhall :ſge-what kind ob one | 
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Sand b:190s here aber 
angſpalve potrecervderudl ?, Axit) heeifiiqulldibae 


| muchgood 4591ready 4 have teedivedfrontHim, 
| vt Pogngbinged natbewey g gaqa ovens my 
} drecat 4omecvill bzbegprove ence 
befalliucy ſhould I nat beme-ibnuigely :dfigbed 
beenefrom an-cnenhy's hee-would jiave beene-dil- | 
content ,, burCoamming:from thehandofadriend, 
he v3 Gilling with: | \I8detd;holpmen way be| | 
ſang 6 2 wits; and notc enſider the reaſon | 
of "the ds Counſclls;as. Lad belicnbeoathefs 
( feted by the meſſenger of Suzan ;i heerwas ſomewhat 
GOUT « ull the Lord made knowne 'to bin); 
bee was-miſtaken itxis) char thodgh hee rooke 
i tar poplſan , yorit woek medicine.) hee thought 
it came; from. Satay; bur when fice> ſawiit.cane 
from-one. chat loved him;2ndit was for hisgood; 
thar the: grace ah God andrhis. power might ap- 
ar” willingly ſubmuttet, wieyinctejopiced 


x41 god Cmſcience.ivnoc/avely todoot har 
which: is commanded; :it is pofhble tor tvimthar 


barh po grace,not to darets doe:fomthings which 
Ie evill in ſecrar; bur a good corfoirracns; when | 
4,91an i5-not willing ro-difpicaſeahe be da- 
rFONNS' fo ſtharcultherlovicrite rd: Hee 

nds upon ſuch tearms with himgas attrafte wife | 
with hey Husband >» Therctore hee with:leoke to 

make biscov + even, andre pleaſe the: Loxp in 
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Gigs; Smely the Lord would noohavedoacinodo | ' 


thy; lb yea, ord ook 
1 40abaegh Fi — —— lak 


As tothe 


Chae.) Minyrthinke thewobediencet rh 

mandemehts isits the Lord , when per 
| ceived; Irivvas Baeb caſc,it wasa Faire pretenceto 
ſpare the cattell, for Sarrificefor the Lord:*Bur it 
was but'a' x] for ic was for hiniſelfe in: 
 deediriiat h drhem. So Balaaw [pale Faire, 
whenhee fa pommer ſpeake nothing but whar 
the-Lord a _— , andrhathec would 
br _ the _ le of :1ſruel, except- ont 


him it7was' not or Le ny 
——_ burke etinfrotyorobingl® and ome 
| hohour, hee knew! it wait vaine co cur * 
| God did bleſſe, andfo bechought thus with him- 
(etfo, if hee houtd:curſertiem without'the't:811i- 
| mandof the Lord, hee frould buy diferiltt Hidr- 


ſee, andlooſt his about, wages and all; forhis 
curfewould take noteffe: 'therdfore hes would 


notgoe ulb Gachoommandee hith Xo 
iſo m etdefiredto tf bv 1a are 
rightroar, wasomobſelfe love. "Likewife 


the wayes of David; bur al! was done to orher 
endsrherBeviatdid): Ber you willfay; it's Ad 
* [tadiſccime nocd pervrry the'corfi cortitrians 


deidiend';; hetheriebero rhe! Þi 6r"h04 tow 
|thercforefhalbwelmowit vr 1) 7 
Conlider-afrer any: faillog in hy obedience 


or commiſſion of aay finhe), whrarit 19 that toy 
blech thee , the _ ainſt gs 
pz pp bf You-thalbſee rag} owe Seat his Vin 


———— = 
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dmaziah was ſubjecrothe Lord), "walking in all | 


at. —— 


chis, che diſobedience ot the Lord never troubled | 
him , though he ſeemed a while affeted wichof: | 
tending the Lord, bur hee after fhewed thar it | 
| was only the lolle of his credit which he was ten- 

derof; tor when Samar! would have left him, and 
| hee thought ſome diſhonour. would redound to 
him, tharwas it that troubled him ; hee deſires 
not ſo much that God would pardon, as that $«- 
| muel grould honour him , come fayes he with me, 
and ter us goe and offer Sacrifice , honear me before 
' the people, It was riot his fingne and diſobedience, 
bur the lofſe of his credit that hee ſtood upon. 
The contrary you may fee in David, fee his cars. 
riageundcr the guilt of his munher and aduke- 
ry, for which he was ſogreatly afflicted : bur how 
much did he flight all other things £ his affliction 
he did beare well enough , when his owne ſonne 
had abuſe his wives ; this did not perplex him, ir 
' was his fintroubled him,as appearesby rhat-P/alme 
he made uponthat occaſion,jn which you have'not 
2 word of his affliction, bur his ſin ; it was rhar hee 
| was tender of. Find out therforewhererthy tender- 
nes for fin is ; asa Smith, when he would trie che 
hoof of an horſe, look where ir ſhrinkerch, thatisrhe 
render part, ſo fee what ſhriakerh and: pn 
heart moſt; if ic be finge and offending the Lord, 
it isafigne thy eye was upon the Lord: bur when 
thou art tender of loſſes, and crofles, and difcre- 
dir rothy ſelfe, it-is an ilt Gene, ſhewing'thou 
reſpeReſt thy ſelfe. Dovid taxerh himfelfe in 
choſe things which, were- connted no finne by 
men, bur an honour; as the cutting off Sauls lap 
Hh 


b OO” OO IT 


0 | 


4 Rule, 


| St. Paul when be would cxprefſe bis ſubjection, 


The Churches ( arcage. 


of his garment; itwas an honour to hin to.come 
ſo.neare his adverfary., and bur cur off the lap- of 
| his garmeat: ''So innumbering the people, it was 
no outward fhime or evill, but the [inne that trou- 
bled him, Lord,ſayes be, ſixike me , for theſe ſheepe, 
what hawe thy done ? 

A fourth;rule whereby thou maiſt try thy ſub-. 
jeQion to the: Lord , is by thy diſobedience to 
allothers; irt.isa rule may ſeeme ſomewhat re- 
mote at the firſt hearing , but ie is ſuch a rule of 
tying ſubjeRion; that 1 find in the Scripture, 


he doth itby way. of oppoſition. -1f. I fheuld yet 
pleaſe men, 1 were not the ſervant of Chriſt z,it is a 
gogdargument. of our being {ubje& to the Lord, 
when we care not for diſpleaſing others, Row. 2. 
8.25 not-obeying the truth, is joyned with obeying 
,unrighteouſneſle , ſo as the contrary, obeying the 
'eruth is alwayes joyned with-diſobeying, all un- 
rightcouſneſſe, 74m. 4.7. they are put together. 
Submit yoar ſelves to the Lord, andreſiff the Devill. 


cratableman ro-man, and to all creatures elſe, 
uponeyery occaſion, becauſethe common courſe of 
the world is Contrary 10 | holineſſe, Fpheſ; 2. 1: 
which cauſeth others|to quarrell ſo much with 
them as they doe ;z and this ariſeth from-their 


| 


He'that is moſt ſubjerothe Lard, is a moſt un- | 


obediencer9 the-Lord. It is common amongſt 
us, when wee ſee a man caſte, plyable , tractable, 
ready to giveſatisfagion and content-to-men; to 
commend him for it, 2$ a good diſpoſition in 


them'; :buttobeſo in-all things, even in finning 


againtt 
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againſt God, this thovgh it is pleaſing ro men, ir 
isabominablero God it is an evident caſe, thar 

| they which would nordoe athingyifleftto chem- 


tofriends, totheir company, as Hered did , they 
will, that is a ſigne of diſobedience ; the more 
waxy the heartis to men, the more hard to the 
Lord. Iris aſigne of pufillanimity in Chriſtians 
that yecld fo muchto men,they forgetthemſelves:; 
there isa certaine magnanimity which Chriſtians 
ſhould maintaine : wee are Kings, the: Sonnes of 
God, therefore whar is the countenance - or 'dif- 
countenance of man 2 wee ſhould cary our-ſelves 
aSgreater menthan they, wee ſhould learne reg- 
num gerere in peftore, to Cary a kingdome in our 
breſts. It is a common ſaying. among men , ſuch 


 ſtanderh his place, his dignity, and caryeth' him: 
ſelfe according to it,  Inthiswe are ready to goe 
too farre, but we ſhouldlearnetodoe thus in our 
obedience to God, The truth ofa wives- chaſtity 
is ſeene1n the peremptory denyall of all that ſo. 
liciteher ; the more peremptory- wee are in ſuch 
denyals of the creatures, the more ſubje& we. are 
tothe Lord. 

Laſtly, youſhall try it by this, confider what 
yon doe in thoſe thipgsthatabove all others you 
would not be ſubjz&in, ſingle out thar finge that 
is deareſt to thee ; thougha man would be obeds. 
ent in all clſe, yer in ſome things to be reſtrained 
ic goesto his heart, ſomething is more peculiar, 
andis that he fancies, and irgoeth more neare un- 

Hh 2 to 


ſelves, becauſe unlawfult; yerto give (atisfaRion 


4 man underſtands himſeltewell, thar is, be unders- | 
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To obſerve 


therebellion 
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ih 
= 


bon" o4. ad _ IR bas woes 272 ED wakes an Sw 
The Churches (ariuge. -F 


| 
tohim ro obey inthar, then in any other thing: 

When the Lord would trie Abrahwrs, he tries him 

inthat which hewas moſt unwilling to part with: 
Now, {ayes hee © know that thos feareft mee, forT 

havtrried chee in that which I know thou lovedl(t 
dearely, and yer thou art content to part- with' it 

for my ſake. Make the ſame queſtion ro you: look 

whar ic'is,' that above all others'you would | 
notbeſabje in, whether it bea marcer of credir, 

of eſtate , or a luſt that firterh cloſe, if thou wilt 

try whether choubeſubj-&;ſo if for his ſake thou 

'canſt obcythe-commandement, which is againſt 

ittharcroſſethic;-for ſuch a command the Lord 

gavero Abrabam; and hee” did obey it : hee that 
'raketh- Chriſt,raketh him fot a Lord and a Sa- 

'VIOUr. 

Burt you will ſay , theſe rules are good, but I | 
finde my felfe wanting, would bee ſubject; bur'I 
cannor vring my: heart unto them, 'what-meanes | 
ſhould T'uſfe torthe doing of this 2 

Forrhis 1 will giveſome helpes : forthe end of 
theſe rules of cryall, is nor ſomuch'to ſhut men 
bt, or diſcouragethem; but the end is, that find- 
ing themſclves wanting, they may be ſtirred up 
the more to be diligent in the proſecution of the 
meanes, and fo grow-upto perfection. 
';-Themeanes to beuſed arc theſe. 

Firſt; bediigent in obſerving where thy heart 


is not ſubjeRz Dfigent.obſervance of the fleſh in 
us that is ready to rebell , when we take leaſt no. 
tice of it ; this-is the firſt meanes. . There is no 
worke we goe about, bur the fleſh hath ap hand. in 
It.] 
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MP ——————— 


along with the beſt worke we doc, now to ſee this 


comviaced and perſwaded that is beſt for thee to 
be ſubjeR corhe Lord : the Lord ruleth no where | 


| Hzll, and for deſire of Heaven, and the like, they 


may reſtrainethe outward man, but they cannot 


«io 


ire. There is ſome commotion and rebellion goes |. 


is agrear helpe coobedience.Wee are not ſo much | 
avercome by ir,” as by 'our owne inobfervat 
The fleſh is anenemy,and n:hil i hoſte deſpicien- 
dam , flight nothing of an evemies/that may! 
hurt thee, take heedthe fleſh: deceive thee nor, it 
is aa memy: ſulpetrhine owne heart upon every 
occaſions for it isreadyto deceive thee ; efpeci- 
ally in things that arc lawful,there chou muſt have 
adiligent eye, thar there bee no rebellion, that 
chouwgoe not beyaiid thy bounds, GOUT 
Secondly;Jabour ro haverhy heart and reaſbn 


asa King, but where he rules firſt as a Prophet, 
that is, cxceythe firſt perſwadeche heartbyan in- 
ward calightetiing, thac ivis-beſt for the heater” th 
be ſubjeQ; the wilt arid the affeions will never 
yeeld. Thereforeif therebe any com 
whereinthoy: findeſt a difficulty, arme thy ſelfe 
with-reafongoutet Scripture, get thols weipons 
che. Apottte ſpeakes ofz 2 Cori To.) Thi wrayon;"of 
anriwar fare ard not carnal, but mighty through God, 
bringing ints captivity every thought to the-vbediente 
of Chriſt, chat1s, ſeeke out the reaſons the Scri 


e þ 
giveth iagainſtſuch a 606i8;and for ro perfwade 
che heareto obedience';' uall reaſons on- 
ly will work, and are mig ty, moral reaſons and 


arguinents from reſpeRsto' hy ſelfe, for feare of 
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; bringthe inward man inco a full ſubjcion : but 


| ſpirituall reaſons will make thee ſubjeR,.and to 


obey from the heart; 30d. yer. this isnorenough,they: 
wa be mighty through Ged: tht Lord muſt POP 
ſetting them on, thicy muſt be brought home and 
 applyed by -bimz, + Qane may have many gaod, reas 
{onsromove himtobefubjetiofuch a comman- 
 dement, but exceptthey-be brought bome to-the 
conſcience, by the Lord,they doe no gogd: theres 
fore ſaith the Apoſtle; they are mighty, through 
God to bring downe the ſtrongs holds, and falſc 
reaſonings in the, uhderſtanding, for4hey are theſe 
Rfong holds :-where ever difobedience is;, it ari- 
fech from ſome lufl, and wheronis this luſt groun- 
ded; þut upon ſome falſe conccir, and reaſoning 
inthe. underſtanding” Now theſe ſpiriryall rea- 
[ansdoe diffolye.them.; and whea:your {re the 
vanjiy of the conctit,: the lu pn Lech the when 
thouſtel.thy error; the lyſt; wall 

thenthe mind obeyeth 6aſily. - Itchen-rugnerh in 
thewayes of Gads commandements, as a wheele 
that.is wal. oyled, Firſtithen: you: muſt obſerve 
nattowly, and drncca-cere poyjee thefleſh 
zad, ſpirit which are-as\ cloſe. as: tae bonesand 
marrew, asthe itwardeſt parts , theyre ſomix+ 
| ed together, thefeis{uch-a conjunRion berweene 
the leſhand ſpiriciagyon,aRion, a$cis berweeee 
the mariqQW and Þuc you,muſt, labour to 
diſcerne betweene:theffl, and that is the, uſt yav 


muſt make,of all the'knowledge you: get by the 


Word ofGod.Andthen ſecondly,thon muſt haye 


a ſpecial.caxe,and ſtilllabour with thy ;mind, rea- 
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bee gone, and |. 


ſon,] 
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beſt rs be gbedient; 15% 7: vol 26. 1 40ub 
And thenithe third and laſt thing is; toda -fom- 
what with the affeQions , that is; to exerciſe and 
accuſtome thy ſtubborne affeQiqns:to. ebey * the 
continuance in doing (good, ' doth: ſubjeR+ rhe 
| affeRjons; for as; the Apoſtle i ; Hebs\ 5; 
| 14+0b ſome; That by rtaſpnivf wſe beve their wits 
| exerciſed ro diſcernt good from evil, that is, men be- 
ipg occupied in ſpiritvall reaſons, and truths, boly 

| confetences,&c. they are able to diſcerhe truths; 
| Soitis in the affeRions ; for;ia5-exercile in theſe 
| chings makes the underſtanding: reatly to difeetne,, 
 ſoexerciſe makesthewill and affeRions as ready 
to be ſubjeR, for it hath the ſame force in one 
| part ofthe foule, that it hath in another :::thre- 
| fore thedord leadeth' us -iotg 
ons; to-exercifeſuch and ſuch graces, thatwe way 
be fobjeRtrohim in all things, for. the image of! 
God {eryeth-but to bring the ſoule intro obedience 

| to God; agic did in Adom.inParadifci Now theres 
|'fare,God teads (1ys-into ahother'iplace, -and Kite, 
anc condition of life, that ſuch! a grace may bee 
exerciſed ins. Asthe Apoſtleſaith ; Lames, 1.2. 
Re glad when yen fall ixto many temptations. 'Some- 
crimes hebringert> fickneſſe , ſomerimes dilgrace; | 
| ſometimes poverty ,: fatntimes fflition! in-chik 
drtn,i wives; or onething or other upot us, and all 
this toexerciſe our graces. And. what is the-end 
of this. exerciſe; bur tro bow the heart to-ſubje+ 
ion, that we may- be ready to obey him in'all 
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ſon, and underſtanding, to be perforaded that ic i 


yaticty-of condiri- T7313 


things * Now if thou wouldeſt exerciſethy ſcife 
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. 2:3 |, Milkſet uponthe: exerciſing of th this grace of get- 


in CT eons wherein thouart ready +0 
diſobey , and ſay : I ſee I wantſucha grace, and : 
| an: ta difobey'in ſuch a parricular, 1 will re- | 
praſtife che ;eontrary. Ax'if'a man” bee 
ſubje& ro anger, 'and warit :meckndle, fay, well, 
Hre Tami coo much.ſabjeR ro anger. Therefore 1; 


lencfle) and mertnefſe; : will norbe wikh | 


the meaneſt of ry ſervants} Thus if wee would | 


doc, it would ſave us much affliction, which others | 
wilethe Lordis 12a; gh. "rn ria To. 
make os ſubject tohiay 
But you-will ſayyir: isgract 1 thar dork: ir : how 
canthis cuſtome that isbutrhe: act of:a man doc. 
Mderenick pracethar doth 3, buryer it is 
che exerciſe of thar grace thi dart irro0- Web. | 
J- 17. 5F2;.23.,:Andihary av ivienceaferh and-en-| 
largeth grace, 'and 4mendeth thoſe habirs which 
wee have, and tnakes-rhemn ftr : it is indeed} 
tholt infiiſed ec in'rhe fa-\ 


qualirics 
culdieSoftheſoglerharbring irzin: ſubjcRionoand! 


this cuftomedpth bor ftirre up and'encreaſo, and)! 
inccndethem ; buryer this exerciſe where graccs 
aecft w » wilt-encreaſe. them. and make 
chem Aroog, oughthe affitance of :Chrift ac-| 
| aarpatyingit.'Elouthalc find this: exerciſe will 
| thake thre ffrong/ in grace> the joynts ofthe bo-! 


\ dy Den to ſuck/a courſe, and ofrca imployed. in 
tt, doeget an habie. Soir is with the Soule; Other | 
yokes the more they-are Horne, the more they | 


had 


| 


kramaas bur the more you beare the Yoke of | 
; Chriſt 5 
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bead aszn hugband'is conbeowifes Mowthe 
koba cho guide-of tevyreyiryand fo Cri 
is eurguide.: When a woman is young abd-aot 
| ablego gureber {eifc,, ſhehad oeed tiaye 3 
ſuch isthe caſeofieverpmannaturally:; 
when CMmanigmihim; becomes; 
or asthe Hel igaiderh rhe: 
fodoth rhe _ 


bred cows a of th plats th of this fe 


FerRage jnwtr roms apron halen all 
have tharare ingrafied imo Obritt acatbegnige 
ried in all cheiravayes-- - 4:1, | 

cnn rms x29 -hes udets 


tave thai! cy&s; do; 
Head, aldfotohowa 


ris, 
to him, 
ane | 
_ pgs: my <= 


ween. gf 
| thetsareblind; and want exher"light, or-gife ces 
rofee withall. a boy kixſpin b_ 

AmaineyJhet wt0 a ceenthadg- 
aire them ina dd. dfliciilittaleipito 
(New 1NGni the way thy 3h toi eaky ard hee 
brings ſome-provalent argumenys and reaſons-to 
mind, og pins" _ ew rk 
he have organ and.io | 
ihconvenic ncios charwrill 11 follpw.ofidoing:thi fr 


thar 


thargreae priviledge, wee bhavefrom © Chef, for if | ledge 


he bea head to us, beeis\wus guidey»hbe is4o-an | bes 
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= which wouldorhierwiſe havebeene bi from 


- pteR bethe amudatiate guide -af vs, Andzhe 


w* pr s /6 micber: (-drvage. 


ST 3GÞ-07 37 0 vi 
"tHe tireeth\by our conſciences; which are/op- 


eputy.,, whicreas otherwiſe they would a 


| cher de MUl;or guide amillee >. 1.07 


Bytaking! foom us) itong\guides,;F 
ons, ſrong;unruly,apdinordinate affe bi m_ 
inſtead of them he puts--a right'/guide: into- our 
hearts ; reifics ondetrnons , Puts in holy af+ 
fetions, which ave tha:cadder oft che foule;; that, | 
eurne aronely 01 oeyas Thus theroiss fe- 
cretguidance; we know. it inet; that the 
Saints havefrom:the-Lord in all, their: wayes; 
This is agreatpriviledge: for when a map is ipops 
canſ;his, in a ſtraite and: £xigent's and-knbwes ng; 


»--: | whichway togoe,:5yhep if hte-ſhould 1aketrhe 


way, itmighthe his undowgy theotothaye 


| aguid , whata 4 eos wont ny it? When-D4- 


vid wasin Kei heard that Se&#/ would come 
Jawne thicker; 1 Saw;2] 3-hee>ktew not-whar to 


ay whether tagotos {tay then the :Latd-puir 


i..SoAredenhisfcrvantewherbe woo 
_ 2 wife;for his Maſters reigns on,Hicknew not. which 
way ta goefor a wife for him, nor whom' to take, 
thendid God ſend his Angelll #o:gundechim g) as 
Abrehimrhad foretold:bi e: hee wen hes 
cold hith 7he 4ngel of the Lordſbould goe befere himd; 
The'want of this:you. may.{ce it vRehoboam , who 
was#n 4 great ſtraite, wben be asked counſel of the 


young men. but'ithe Lord would. not guide him, 


aelierafoce hedidtliat which was his ruine:: $0 


Abſolon 


|isonr makiog/orunddinp; 
[in wee havenorneed: | 
1 of one occaſion or other:: now to haye this privi- 


| prom andto be furerohave.a readyiand! wer from! 


like che oi feof Dawndg 56 whey goetalbio, the 
'|-Lord-hath bonndchiinfclfe rs anl wet them';: for 


'traanfrert them. Antbcharyon bave futh an tricer- 


| not gaids him, havingapurpaſe to:deftroy him, 
| Soi y with us, here arcotienclles fall our-wher- 


; i Yb CIET —_— 


Abſolon when he-was in 6. vis not knowi! 
obthe counſels given him ro4ake,the Loiwd would 


in guidance is'requifice,/as in the changing 'our 
eſtate by! marriage, place of living; the-choyſe of 
ourcallings, wherein-w.be guided or miſguided, 

| mp. eishd day, whet- 
'His guidaticcy. ter tegard 


ledgetogoe tothe Lord freely; and aske counſel] 


uns agreatprividedgesDabiainal ls Rraicts! 
wamtatht Lord to atke: counſelly and the: Lord 
gave bun:coutdell: Seybwent, andthe Lord would 


axrany way «y(Phexaſcotatltharzartin Gbtif;s 


they have ſome/interefriathe wilddme: of-Chriſt: 
Bur theraſedfthe other; is hike the caſe :of Sov; 
he ſends them away «without , becauſe theyrare 


- ipingrracahirag antrbetefore be. ismor:bdund 


eſt;oonſider ;1 Corrmtb, 1.430; Rut you are of bins. in 
\Chuft Teſmu, who ts mude unte.ud wiſdome,that is, God 
therFarher bach given him: 20 asqro-neach 3 5itg 
 ca{as:4; wheawecannot inſtruct our: felfess The 
 liketo thisis chaty /ſays 9.16. / mom echild icborne 
| &:6 But whatare the benefirs wee ſhall have by 


that childs /Eirſt che-ſhall doe :muracles, wonder- 


knowing which | | 


rior. anſwer him byi/ rimor Thammitnordreames,| 


Full] _ 


Tſay.g*6. 1] gl 
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| This we may as truly expect him; as the Lewes: 


: . 


full'hings 
Secondby:,.N 


y ———_— 
him , for | haveigivenÞuv wr, 


| did.it afche Mefearty 25. 4 
tob; 4.25- Lennie 
bewill tell us all things Bhs wasthecommonopt 
nion-of the people:the lewes.did expe@thisfrom 
him; ſo may wee : andcherefdre -oxigent 
gone and-fay, Lordzithan;hail given anc thy | 
Sonne, and himto'be wiſtddm2ta- mee, and ap? 


pointed himtobe my counſellor, and I. have need 


_ 


\crirhar Chriſthath-made himſelic our head, it 1s 


|| membersbutupen occaſion. Ag it'is thus. in-che 
| narurall: bedy, ſo thar:taculty: of dineRing/.us 19 


of counſell and direRioriz- and therefore Lord 
give mean an{wer;-and direRion, If wee would 
preſſe him thus hecould;nac:deny- usz; Belt 


bis office ; hee hath nadertakenir, icbelongech co! 
him, to guide bis Church and-.cvery'm 
of it and can hee faile in that . belongeth to 
hun*:. : »il S010! VEN BUR ATRALADAD 

-.- That which ers rhe price onthis-prviledge ; 
ischeneed which wehave of it, none being ablc 
roguide himſelfe.. The principle of guidance 1s 
ceſidentinthe head, and- is communicated to-the 


|:a Chriſt; and is communicmed'eo s'duc2upon 
occaſion, as weeneed it; hence every man voal- 
Leth ſovvilely uponevery. occalion as-God vvul 
guide anddirect him to. doc; in-ſuch a.time, and 


| ly 


»<o did. ikn rw F*$.2- - - 
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in ſuch circumſtances therefore wiſe men,we ſee 
are ſ{omerimes infaruaced, take a fooliſh courſe, 


ſees plainely this robe an unwiſe courſe , this the 
Lord doth, that they may know, the Lord i onely 
wiſe, as 1 Tim. 1, Which conſider, and it will bee 
| agreat helpe ro make us. prize this priviledge, 
Where is any man but is too well conceired of 
his owne wiſdomes burro thinke God is- onely 
wiſe, andthat himſelfe hath not a beame, nor a 
ſparke of wiſdome, it is hard to perſwade a 
man of this , bur ir is cvident the Lotd is onely 
wiſe. 

For firſt, none cangive counſel, except he know- 
eth the whole compaſſe of-a buſineſle, hee thar 
knoweth bat part is noc fic to give counſell : they 
that looke bur upon few things, bue upon a cor: 
ner of a buſinefle, and not round avour ir, are apt 
to miſtake : now who knoweth a bulinefſe thus, 
but the Lord above * our knowledge even in pra- 
Qicall matters, in o1r owne bufineſle, is but in 
part;as well as inthings heavenly, | 

Beſides ,, Secondly , our conſolations depend 
commonly on theſerwo things, firſt, the know. 
ledge of theſecrets of mens hearts ; with whom 
we baveto doe»: Secondly, of the furure comtin- 
gentevents, whichare to come, and ro know nei- 
theris in our power, bur it is the Lord onely that 
knoweth the. ſecrets of theſe mens hearts , with 
\ whom we have to doe, as allo the contingent 
things that are tocome, 

When the Lord would have-David goe out of 


chat a ſtander by, who is farre inferiour to them, | 


Keutlah 


D— 


| 0bjxe, 
f Anſw. 


{| Naturall 


z- | from Chriſt 


| Keilah,l, ith David, willthe Lords of Keilah deliver 


me up ? David knew not their hears, nor no man 
knew, bur the Lord onely knew they would deli- 
ver him up into the hands of Saul, 1 $am,23.1t.12. 
and herold him, they would doc it. - And againe, 
he asked whether Saul would come dawne to Keilah,it 
was ſuturuws contingens,a contingent thing, and no ' 
man could tellwherher he would or not; .but the 
Lord told, that hte would come” downe to deſtroy 
Keilah ; it any other had knowne theſe two things, 
he mighthave counſell'd David. Now ourguidance 
then in ſuch things dependeth upon the know. 
ledge of thoſetwo things , which yet are not in 
our power to know , but onely in the power of 
God, and therefore wee are not ableto guide our 


| ſelves. Itis ſaid, Col. 2. 3. That in bin are hid 


all the treaſures of Wiſdome and. K nowleage ; And 
they are 1o in Him, that they are -not out of 
Him. " 
Bur men have naturall wiſdome you will ſay. 
Ir is true, but they have it from Chriſt, All the 
light that ever was in the world, even ia thoſe 
which knew not Chriſt, it cameall from him. As 
loh. 1. 5. The light ſhined in darkneſſe, that is, in 
the darke places of the world, and not onely in 
Goſhen, even ſince the beginning of the world, 
ard the darkene(ſe comprehended it net , and in that 
ſenſc itis he who enhebteneth every man that .comes 
into the World. But put the caſe you could find our 
right couoſells, or you had a man like Achitopel, 
whoſe counſell was as the Oracles of God,and who were 
ablero dire& you, yet to take this couaſell is. not 
| in 


' 


; 


) 


” AIST IP 2+ 4 


alright apices bt] LES er Ls 4 EEE 
The (Þurches ( ariave. 
[in your owne power, it muſt be given ygu. Thar ; 
which Salomon (airh of rhe foole, He hath a price in 4 
his hand, but he hathno heart , may be ſaid of good | 
counſell, there is oftentimes a price pur. into our 
/ hands, as was into-Ab/olon's,and Rehoboam's hands, 
bur wearenotable of our ſelves totake it: therfore| = 
ſairhthe Apoſtle to Timothy, 2 Tim. 2. 7. having| *7* **Þ 13 
counſelled him what to doc, Confider what 1 ſay, 
and the Lord give thee under flanding in all things, As 
| | if he ſhould tay, I have given thee good counſell : 
but there muſt be another counſellor , therefore 
I beſeechthe Lord to give thee underſtanding, to 
qpen thine eyes, to ſee the reRitude of this coun- 
ſell, and enable theero apply it, and take ir. Ne- 
moper ſeſapit, no man by himſelfe isable to caun- 
ſell himſelfe, there muſt be both a ſecret light, and 
{ eyes within to direct us. Many: times wee retuſe 
the beſt, and pi:chupon the worſt, /ey. 10. 23.Tbe | 
way of man.is not in himfelfe, it is not in man to diredt | 
bs wayes,aSif he had ſaid, it is true, for the moſt ' 
parr, men pitch wel enongh upon the journies end, : 
and aimec at: happineſſe; but how-to dire&.their 5 
ſteps,and to attaine that end, it is not in them , 4 
therefore Lord I beſcech thee (fayes he) to guide | 
us and dire&t us for the beſt, Iris every mans caſe, F: 
his wayes are not in his owne power, hee is not a- | 1 
bleto ſee whatis beſt and worſt; andto chootethe | $: 
righrway, andif hce could in the generall, yer | - $ 
we bad need of continual guidance.ia the ſeverall 
particular paſſages of our hives. We-areat a ſtand 
at every turning wecome at, and like. a man in a 
Toa know not which way: to goc, except | 
wee 


te... 7 


"- 


oc, this is ath.ng we dee not confpder. Wee thinke 


{[rers of greatermoment, are of his diſpoſing; bur 


| : guide 


The (burches Cariage. 
wee bave a guideatevery ſtep, Das.5.23. Hee is 
the God in whoſe hand thy breath #, andallihy wayes 


ry a 


indeed our lives are in Gods hand, and that mar- 


chat evety ſtep wertake ſhould depend on him, this 
is that we conſider nat of, a man takes not a ſtep 
ther imo goodot evill, into proſperity or ad- 
verſity , butthe Lord guideth that ſtep. There- 
fore conſider your great priviledges, who have the 
Lord for your head, your guide, and your coun- 
{cllor,and as you muſt know this priviledge,ſoyou 
muſt make uſe of it,for al thoſe our priviledges we 
havein Chriſt, were nor declaredthat you ſhould 
21zeupon them onely, know them, and no more : 
therefore goe tothe Lord for counſell, wiſedome 
and direion upon all occafions. 

You will fay, but how ſhall we doe to obtaine 
ies For this I will give youtheſe rules. ok 

Firft, thou muſt acknowledge thine owne ina- 
bilicy, that thou are not able to guide thy ſelfe. 
Lames, I. 5. If any lack wiſdome, let h:m aske, orc. 
his meaning there, is not ſo much to ſhew thar 
ſome men want wiſdome, others not,but the mea-- 
ning is, till a man ſees he wants i, hee is not fit to 
aSke it, neither will the Lord: be ready ro give ir. 
1 Corin, 3. 18. Hee that is wiſe, muſt become #4 foole 
tobe wiſe, Iris truealſo here , thou muſt ceaſe from 
thine owne wiſdome, thou muſt contefle thou art not 
able to guidethy ſelte, and that therefore. becauſe 
thou wantcſt wiſdome, rhou askeſt ir of him. 
Pſal. 25.9. Hee will teach the bumble his way, and 
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A. Me 


be a re choo(e. | 


accuſtamed to aske counſell of the Lord 


thers? andthe Wifc,bue unroherHugbaade 


you 


whenyou askerherighte 'No.'/ * | 
Thirdly, you 


; they ſhould: 


thought what <0 ſoy . | what was the reaſon bur} 


fhis, 1 will have-youreſtupon-me , for gui 


and affiftancef avthartime I will ſuggeſt-ro you! 
wha ſocvcrtis -noedfutl/ - —_— oceafion/| 
$1*it | 


| guide the macke in judgemmens, chats, cholethar ſee} " 
their 0wne emptinefſe, how unable they are to 
guiderherſelyes, ſuch Heis ready to teach 


condly,thou mult alſo aske it of the Lord. 
You may read how GoduſedDevidtorhis courſe 
from-timeto time,and put hun gfttoa ſtand when 
he Red from Sew/, purpoſely that he might bee 
occaſions. Therefore let us 'leame ſo rodor, in! 
any hard caſe, when we know notwhich way £ 
curne us, togoeto the Lord, and fay,Thou arr wy! 
Husband,myHead, my Fatherand whirher ſhould) 
che Children goe for counſdl, but unto their-Pa-{ 


Lard counſcll mee and dice& mee whatto doe in 


he turneFyouinto 2 vwrong vvay-and miſgubleyou 
aske irs. faich, that is added! ak 


inthe\ 


| 


fell 


Now! 


ol 


Now | 
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Now thoogh thatwas extraardinary, yer it holds 
thus farreinordinary times.afnd-caſes, that though | 
you niay.uſe ther beſt meanes you can,and-take | 
the beſt conſulcations, yet ſoas ftilbto-truſt more 
t6yoir ptayers, ahd oh God for. wi{dome- and 
{| direction, thenito your owne-conſultations, and 


"| the meanes which you have uſed, ſay as: Ieboſaphat 


did; although we uſemeanes;9et our eyes aretomerd | 
ther 301815 @-prevalett atgument which 4ſauſed to 
the Lotd, 2 Chron: 14411, Lord (faith hee) it is 
not hiog 4th thee to help with many,or with no power, 
lpe 1s. 0 Lord our God, for weireſt on thee, and: in 
thy nafreart wee come againit th greas multitude.” As 
|: heeiſhould: ſay; :1 have» provided an'atmy, | 
deall thibgs iready , but'I; reſt upon thee for 
Ipe ; therefore the Lord,wasprefent with him, 
wehimtheviory : 10 weethould goe'to the] 
dr3d-and ſay,webavenſed theramnfell af ourbeſt | 
riend$,,and the beſt: meancs we-can,. but' yet 'owr 
eyes arg towards thee, and wee reſt on thee for dire- 
Rionin this caſc. If a man thus reſteth upon God, 
heemay, ſay, if I-bee deceived ; the Lord-decei- |/ 
verh me. If chou truſteſt not: to the Lord; hee may: 
faile thee, for-hee is' not bound: to. dire& and'to 


«+11 pnide thee:it fareth with us,-as with thoſe. that 


—r— _ 


came to aske:queſtiatis of our Saviour , curious 
ones;the Lord (ent ther) away without attanſweer, 1 
hept -hinaſelfe reſerved: ſo if wee comeit0-acke, 
not with teſolutionto reſt upon the Lord, -and-in 
confidenee he will dire& us, wee ſhall goe with- 
out -* Jſap,2-1 7+) The Lord:chath promiſed- de. 
liverance to 4446,” yet tels bim., if you! will 
97914 —_ not ! 


——— 


—_ 


- — 


| 
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_ deleeve:,n Jrot:sſhall | nor bee.reftablilhy| 
: | 


edovon 239d bats mdengdt 152 (meh) DO AKe 
; Fourthly , | | 
a conſtant courſe of- qbedience; elſe wee! doe thor! 


truſt ior bim : hee that. ſaith bee wuſterh:ro-4he | 


Lord, and doth-.not obey; Hiedarh(battiduicnts 
ble wich him, ang ſa the Lord aggonnts :it dQ Drs 
ter than dilſembling with hiv ,--as; 05) 42» [£0- 
Cary, thy-felfe (o,, hat the Lord way cjoyced: 
ver thee,, to doethee good, and to; guide :thee:in 
all;exigents. And if. rhoy; wilt zaks hiy-countell 
in heavenly things, thou hol pot wwangis fred: 
ly things, Prou, 4.6. For[oke btr net” (thai) Wile: 
e) and ſbee ſhall keepe theg'; loeherg av ſhe ſhall 
preſerve thee ; that is, if a, man vill preſerve the 
uprightaetſe of his heart it kis wayieBat bee Will 
walke by the rulothar God hath appoigeed im; 
then wiledome ſhall preſerve him, that-is, Chriſt 
ſhall guide him in all his wayesSe: |... 1-170 1k 15 
Now.there js adquble. guidance ,)ohean ama» 
ter of ſigning, or. nc ſanringiagainſt God glen 
weare preſerved from; doing! ;a/thing-that 45' un» 
lawfull , which Davidcals, leading is the: paths of 
righteouſneſſe, Pſalm.2.3.3;Secondly, thcrpis'a git 
dance, which is amarter»of bleſſing gndrowtfort 
co us, which iscalled, {4 


upoathe firſt. If thoy; be commented ro,bee 

MY rules the Lord gives, thee; hee will 

direct thce inthe things that belong! 40- thy: jorene! 

comfort; and. advantage.; Pſalxs.; 45; {0.the-pro- 

mile runnes there, verſe $9, PRGMMSIN thy fre: 
i 2 ret 


theremuſt bes acare torpleaſe; him; | 


Pro.4. 6. 


ng in fairepaſteren;; bt | 
hat ec Pſalm, 23+ 2+ and'the ſecond doch-de- | -> 


— 


_— 


_ 
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'rethi6s Lord? hinemill heveachthe way rher-tee ſhall 
#bqoſe. (Him) that feareshim, and. keepes a-good 
' conſtievee mall chings';/ our former care Herein 
| ipgrhar which ftirrerup the Zordtoiguide us and 


'| will nox failertiee, when chouhaſt need of Him in 


| couiiſeltm orher things. Therefore be exhorted 


+. {eb wars nl ne tbe rr 
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direQus, in'al our ſtrates, There isa tirtewhen 
the Lord hath need 'of thy fervice , iF thou wilt 
nor faile hin hinneed; (as] may fo'ſpeake}: hee 


chy ftraires. And thus to have counſell given a | 
manih ſach caſes a3 doe nearely concerne him , 


and wrevfgrom-weiphry it is a great priviledge. 

And ris thieu ſhaſthave; if thod wil few be | 
vponths groumdend motive to keepe chy here 
more perfe with God. | Is 

. ' ThecanR why Wwibohn ard teboboines erred, 
was becauſe they SOIT the £ovdFormierly:and 
if thou becſtalſo diſobedient; this ſhall bee your 
puniſhment, that becauſt' you would not Heatken 
tb hiscounſell, therfore whety ttion rieedeft Coun- | 
fell;eveninthoſe thiagps hat {Half ber #5 truch 
thy lifs, thou ſhale bee infatuxted; | The ' Lord 
Ahath' made promiſe to fuch 2 man, to ſhew: kim 
che wayheſhouldchooR:.- dv 

:: @nerhing inuſtbe added; atitfthet is this; that 


- | hearrtharis plyable wo him, and-yerld'(thy Telfe 


_ [remyway fos biytharthic Lordinay take xi 
of 


1h anppmnichiinr. (6, +0 maſt be ready a)! te: 
figne thy ſUſeup to the@Lowd, rotake His AY 
Hee wiltnot looſe his Yabour, thou ruſt Hive a 


upwholh:t6 kadifiofdt, and nor {ct thy-felfe 


ir). } "(p00)" eh that are £overniilts 


—_—  .———— 
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atohcrs, ae withing ro beſtow: their labour on 
them that 218 phahle, but thaſe that are of tub. 
bora diſpoſitions are a difcouragement to them ; 
they that wake ftowerdly with the Lerd,; the Lerd 
will walke ron a 4/y with themy herefore ſee thou 
relaſt him not is the paflages: of his-providende , 
and take gotthebitintbymeuth , and: hold ic in 
thy-teth, ayorcvnwiling ra bee guided. Sq it! 
is men are after fer on a thing upon an humqur, 
oy will goechis w maya way, a5 they | 
what eves.come of it; : hae ſometime the 
FF ey hoxcetbup.the way, as wedae pits 
thatare Yew dds to. keepe travellers from 
Ellingia. bn they paſſe in the night. Wee finde 
ſometimes the dore Ghyt: upon | us . ina courſe; 
vr oats would cnier.ino ; fomaimes he (ers 
eaalcirneeupen ys to cxpattulate with us, @. 
| vena the Angel with #sg er, when the fled 
from her Gen. 16, 13, Hager Sorchs 
Fm mmm thev,aud whither wie 
terger!:rexumrto/thy dame, and humble ti 
ſohte under herhandss AsiFhe hauld have 
Hages , thinks with thy ſeife | nab: 
wed, it was ber ptide cauled herto por phe 
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hed fargorteniier Azngelt 
| Call het Sarabr med ; Rd har Gor cad beret 
thy ſeliftnwder be hands, and likewile ſayes he, con- | 
lides whenee thou comet , from the godiieſt fa- 
| mily i021 the world, and- conſider whichee thou 
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| gqcſt, rothem;bat iow not God) ther we Seas 
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| gers and aliens fromthe common wealthof Iſrael, and 
| chefi foro zerurac-unto chy Dame. $6 the Lord 


| reed rrexnes hearrwas rhe 'eduſe?of her fy- 


ſometimes fects! our-Tonlciefccs 46! expoſtulere 
with us, why doe you refuſe fneh' a+ courſe, and 
why dot youtake {uchia courſe "att it ſheyes us 
tHe cauſe of quretrings, 4s hereahe anpell did Hat 


1g-ftout her-miſtreſfe; rheitforere AngelMayes, 
Hagar ; 8 arabs maid: got:and: returne)wntv thy mi- 
ftreſſe, and hamble thy ſelfe nndes her hands ;_ doe not 
235 Jobanen:did when he fencxvapkecounteliiot the 
Lord, whether he fhontakiropynts Baygh & "nil fehitve 
aforchand what thoukvih doo, Hieſeridawhe with 
himſelfe{thar whatſoever the Lord had ſaid, hee 
would goedowne into Byypr1u8oitlis with wa- 
ay; thoughthey.'35ke>xountet 6f.xhe Bordy by 
prayer,ctheirheartvareſed pon courſeland wil 
not be takeoff.” Take cheed! of this fiifftnelle' of 
diſpoſition. \and' frowardneſſe uf fpirir, *Which'is | 
a frequerricanicy and vaifenf much mniſybl 

inmcdsaRibi%andÞrefipaedthyoſelte' ro! the mud? 
2bdTerkextcunſelbin che Aprigtttrefſe and plate 
neſſe df thy heart {this telignarionrof our ſelves ts 
the Lordgigthe way to bedireRed: vpory all occa! 
| 20 bo  olitimmongnd 24d e3 19 ods - 
5 Now:towerbyout lgattothis;confiderithat 

| #9 yrGMleadsther!ro3>bow improbable (oboe 
if feemcs;ir wil be the beſtand (ſafeſt way for! thee: 


Many would goe theicontrary way: As £vr,when 
the 49rd. wouldr:have him Ace to the” fibun- 
taint, be would poeto-2oap,. againſt 'Gbds cout: 
(ell; and:youſee OY; SONS 
149 8 t nun» 


ARM bedtooir en oo obs! 


| = The (hwy Gates” 


aumbriog of the people, though berrer counſ 
was given him by Jo&&.Buc hee was ſerv _—_— 
would doe ir, and ſee: whar:came”of-it- 


counſel! was ſent him fromthe Lord, to paſſe by 
him,andlet him. alone:ſce.whar came of it. Ther: 
fore rake heed ofthis: ſtiffenclle. of affeRion;' and 


Lord may ſometimegive way to thy mind,” but 


thouhaſta mind -10,it may be.brought. to pas; buy 
ichad beenc bzrtey for cheerowanm irs. as:frihad! 
beene for Balaw, but hee wouldneeds BL up'to 
Balaac,and thereforethe Lerdbad him woe in his- 


| would is to ſecke the body of 'Eliab, rhey 


nyats, 


bonr ,for they found him:not. Inall caſegof ical 
 learne rodeekecounſell of the Lord; | 
:Theſe conditions obſerved; you ſtall'iave the 


Another uſc.is this,der every man learne' from- 
henceta be theglory of Chriſt: How isthis drawn 
from thencey you will 'tay:2:11f, you d60ke! (tos 


lowes upon itz; Chriſtis rhe head 'of every tat; 
and theman is the womans head as is\ betote In 


ſeycathverſezhe-ſapes;thonianis ebo4ntage" ant: 


anger, {ecing'hee would not: be ftaid. He deales | 
 wichusas Eliſbedid with thole, pn, þ 2 a5:Tha | 


ur. yet they were inſtark with him, ſo chat in wht| 
end, he bad them gee, and they went ,aud toft thiir la: | 


uſe of this priviledge. © rr. gte 34.2 C2 £09711 2 yt 


char place inthe 1 Cortiwsarch. See th@wninfgtu) | 


the Chapter; wharifolldwes:ugon:that'? iey vhe!| 


wilfulnefſe; ' and fiubbarneneſſe of Spirir; The): 


it iSin judgement,nor in mercy: the thing wh 0h, 
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glory of God; andehie womaniszhe glavy-of che! 


I + | man. 
— — — _——— —  — — 


— 


- — .. . my 


my 


| would fight with Pharoah-Necho, though bo 
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| thoumnſt thigke of this withthy ſcifc, aod every 


an dart et « | _—_— 
chou dot tons | 
fider that the Lord's thy hugbund, and thy head, 


time thou findſt rhar paſſage in Scripeure, it ſhould 
put thee in mind ro cary thy ſelte {o as thoo 
mayſt be theglory of the Lore, thatis, thou muſt 
rake heed of ſtefiding on thincowne botrome, and 
ſceking glory ro thy ſelſe,, and of ſhining with. 
thine owne beames, ſerking any (clfe-excellency; | 
but as it is in the civill law , Af»/zer roraſcat radii 
2n4714, the woman muſt ſhine with the beames of 
the manzthat is, ſhe muſt chalengenotiagy as her 
awe, but every thing thee (erkesor ſtands for, it | 
isiothe name of her husband, therefore whar- 
eyer thou haſt beene, or ever thouhaſt ſought ho+ 
nourtothy ſelfe, and applauſe, and ro be thought 
ſome body.inthe ,yenow thinketins with 
thy felfe, 1 am the: Lords now; \[-mutt give ? 
him all the praiſe,and cary my felte fo, thar all 

exceliency may refle& upon him. And this 
alſo,that we are'metabers,is alfoargument enough 
fot ir» What canthe members dot © there isagi. 
liry in them to doe many ations, but where have 
they all theit vigour © is irnor fromthe head £ So 
all che wir, and lcatning rhou haſt; choſe excelien- 
cicsthou haſt, whence haſt thou chem are chey 
not from-Chniſt? .themembers doethac they ds, 
| butin an inſtrumental} wanner, fo doſt rhou, wha 
everthoudaſt. Thereforeconlwier this, and ſay 
heariuly cir as not Ithar dot this or that, bur the 
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| owners me, docbut eAwagre, it is the 
wanceobtay head ; Chriſt hath wrooghtit by 


me. f : 
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ſe is to be marked -whith | 
in Gale. 2, Hee that was mighty by Petey | 
- [inthe Apoſtleſhip over the circumaſion , was al- 
ſo mighty by me rowards the Gentiles. The A 
file doth not ſay, that he,or Petey was ableto 

any thing, but afcribeth all to the Lord, 'So thou} 
<.uldeft chioke with thy ſe ,, never ay, I have 
done ſuch a thing , or brought ſuch a rhing to! 
paſſe,or ſuch 2h excellent performance hath comet 
from me, bur ſay, the L»yd hath done ſuch a thivg 
by me. In other things you doe it; when you ſee at 
inſtrumedt well plaid of, you commend not that, 
but him chat. uſeth- it : that is the caſe of every 
man z wee are but the Lords inſtruments, he is 
mighty by us, wee are bur ated by the Lord, If 
Chriſt be the Head / rhon muſt ſeeke his mary : 
this the Lord is jealous of Sxorflepe God, will nor 
rake at the hand of any mat, hewill nor berobd of 
his time, the Sabbath or any thing elſe; bir of a1l 
other he can leaſt awdy wich this theft, robbing |- 
him of his glory, aad yt as that i$ tender to 
hin, {6 our fragers are moteirching atter thar; A. 
man isgrcedy of applauſe, and if hee looke not 
narrowly to himfelfe, is ready to takethe glory to | - 
 dimſetferhat belongs to the Lord. Thow muſt 
be the Lotts'plory, but if thou take any: to thy 
ſelfe;and if thon ſtand onthy owne bottome, thou 
artthy oWne glory, and tor His t rherefore- abdve 
{!thines take beede of being deceived and formd 
eviſty herein. But youwllfay, how: may 1 come 
toknow irs Firſt; conſider what thy end is inth 
_ whether the demonſtration of fome pi 
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God hath given chee, or for his glory, aad itthou 
findeſt not out thy ,cnd, yet cenfider: whether /ia } 
matrer or manner of doing, thou doſt nor/ſt 
Out of the way: if not by this, yet conſider afterthe 
aQion is done, when any thing is well performed 
by thee, wherher thy heart beginne nacto ſwell in 
thee, that is, tothinke better of thy lelfe chan be- 
fore, that isa ſigne thoutakeſt ſomething to thy 
ſelfe, that belongs to the Lord. And when a man 
cakes that to himſelfe which is the Zords, hee is 
not the glory of the Lord. If not by this, then, 

Laſtly,confider whether thou art more troubled 
for that diſcreditthat comes to thy ſelfe, or the 
dithonour that redounds to the Lord upon 
thy miſcariageat any time, conſider how thou 
art affected with any thing.. One ſtep, further. you 
muſt goe, and thatis, not onely:totake nothing to; 
your + "2a but likewiſe ſo behave your ſelves 
that you may be an honour to God by ſhewing 
forth the graces of Chriſt,that the Lord may boaſt 
of bs 4, 4 did of 796 . 1ab.,x, 8. I Gay thou mult 
{cary thy ſelfe ſo, as the Lord mayglory;inthee,, 
ſay to Sathan of thee, as hedid to him of 106: ſee- 
eſt not ſuch a.man in ſuch a towne, in ſuch aplace, 
how zealous he is, haw holyZbe not 2 ſhame. and 
reproach to him, buta praile: hee lookes, for. this | 
from his Saints, and therefore wearesthem as fig- | 
nets on his right hand. As great men. weare dia» | 
monds, and: precious. ſtones, and jewels in: their | 
eares, about their necks,and. in their rings; to: a»| 
dorne and beautifie them: ſo the ſervants of the}. 
Lord, arehu jewels that he weares to make him}. 

| glorious|: 
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glorious inthe eyes of men: great menate know? 


by their Tewells, and ſo is the Lord by his Saints. 
Therefore it is agreat motive to keepe thy ſelfe 


his name may be honoured, and his Goſpell well 
{[poken of: thegloryof Chriſt'is engaged in thy 
cariage, letit be ſuch as becommetch the Gol- 
pell. 

Againe,if Chriſtbethe head of every man,then 
try and conſider from hence what thy condition 
is- [tf he be the head of the Church;no manwith- 
inthe compaſſe of thettue Church, but is a mem- 
ber of Chriſt, Conſider whether thou bea mcm- 
ber of his body, one that is guided by his Spirit 
or no:*+but'how-ſhall we knowthat © + 
7« 'Firſtbythis, thou: ſhalt find the ſame Spirit 
that is. in Chriſt: livitg and breathing in thee ; 
thou ſhalt finde. the: ſame diſpoficion,and antipa- 
thy,and aff-Rions to be in thee, that are in him ; 
abhorriog that evill, and cleaving to that good he 
doth; forthe body of thetree and the branches are 
not of differentmatures : therefore conſider what 
fimilitudeis berweene the Lord and thee. Soſaone 
as thouart aliving member, the ſame ſpirit is ſent 
| into:thy heare, andinfimuires it-{Ulfe'-into thy 
| foule;and makes it conformable to:Chrift in all 
ehirigs/As the fire infinuares ie ſelfe' into. the iron, 
and makes it like it ſelf:He that 5s in. Chriſt, « made 
anew creature, and partakes of the divine nature, and 
is likebim inaltrhings}; But ibthis be.the rule, 1 
fearemy condition, for I-finde many contrary dil- 
pofitions in 'mee to: his:Vord-; and. > 'Y 

| Chriſt, 


unſpotted of the world, to cary thy lelfe (o, that 
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be a member of Chiiſt : though he chat is a mem- 


Chriſt. 4»ſ#. Thou maiſt finde many rebelliqos 
in thee, and yer the ſame diſpoſition temaine ip | 
chee, that is, in Chriſt. There may be (wellings in 
the members , but yer there is a diſpoſition of 
healch, and firength,and vivacity that weares them 
aut. 21 Coy. 6, 15, 16. Know you net that your bodies 
are members of Chr:ft t Shall I then take the mem. 
bers of Chriſt, and make them the mem- 
bers of an harlot £ God forbid, &c. that is, it is 
impoſſible ir ſhould beſo, it is like that ſpeech in 
Roms. 6. 1, 2. Shall wee continne in finne, oc. hew 
ſhell we that are dead oc. lire any longer therein ? 
That is, as it is impoſfible for him that is dead 
eo finne, to livetherein: ſo ic is impoſſible for him 
that is « wembey of Chriſt, ts be made the member of 
an harlot. Why what fay youto Dovies caſe, thar 
fell into adultery  Awſw, Though ho did,he was 
not madethe member of an harlor. For therefore 
you ſhall findein the 16. verſe, bee that is glard, 
for ſothe word inthe originall fignifics, that is, 
adhereth to an harlot, out of the inward ſway of 
his heart, gives his minde to any finne, hee cannot 


ber may fall into many fſinnes, yet hee is not 
xo0v&/zr; £1ned, nor knit to any ſinge, for then hee | 
could not be amember of Chrift : for if hee bee 
ſo, hee is of the fame ſpirit or body. Now it is 
impoſſible ro beofthe body of Chriſt ; and of a 
contrary body too. If a man have his-heart gived | 
toany fiane, heis not a member of Chuift, be it 2 

matterofcredit, learning, pleaſure, or delight, a- 
oy luſt, ifthy heart be giuedto it, and thou canft 


4 
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— 


not gerthem aſander , thou art not a member of} 
Chriſt, ' For they arenorwedded to-arry fin, but 
there is adivorce berween member of Chrif 
and finne, though they may fall one upon ano- | 
ther, and conch each,yer they are of a mouldering 

nature; they will not cleave together. For he thar 
 i$6f God is ir Chriſt; 4nd hath che nature - of 
Chriſtinhim, thar will not ſuffer him to fin. As 
take water and oyle, they may violently be ſhaken 
together,and rhey will ſceme to be mixed' toge- 
ther, and to be one, bur they wih nor conrirme fo 

long; theres no <onlition, becauſethey are of di- 
vers tiatores ; and the one: remaines\ warer Rift; 
and the other oye : ſo he that is in-Chnift 'cannor 
cleave to-any fiane, chough finand he mazy'tonch 
 fornetime, yer they ere-ftrangers,they cannor ſtand, 
|rogether, they" cannot cleave oneto anbrher. - "| 

Beſide?, confider the manner of thy obedrence, 

all chart are Chriſts , obey him, afterthat manner 
thar the memibers doe the head. The headſhip of | 
Chriſt is not an imaginary thing ; he is nor like 

'the politicke head of a body, but'he is like a'ng- 
turall head, thar is, there comes a _naturall true 1i- | 
ving influence from Chriſt to his members , that 
workesupon'their hearts and wils , as the head 
doth on the members. Thereis # force that infi- | 
nentes if {fe from Chrift imrothern, that moves 

them to obedience. —_— _— are not 'mo- 

ved omentation, by reaſons : I 
| Ce ana force that comes from the ro 5 
andftoma propenfacffe thats in them:*fq' 

| thatareChtifts, are not moved by reafons fitmply 
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Conliderthqſe words, Rom. 6. 13. Wherefore give | 
up Jour members as weapons of Righteouſne(ſe wats God, | 
that is:10 {oone, as aman is dead to 11nneand made 
aliveto Chriſt, con{ider now you are made mem- 
bers of another body,have another head,and ther- 
fore as the members are obedienttothe Head, and 
ready to doe what,cyct that will haye4hem do : {o 
be youready to dge what ever Chriſt commands, 
As when the Head would havea thing done, the 
members doit willingly without any relucancy, 
conſider whether thy. obedience be of that nature: 
other men are drawne to, itby outward motives 
from the force of Arguments and Redfons , but 
they want this inward propenſnefie to bee gui- 
od by Chriſt, as the members are guided by the 

ad. oe: 2001 

Laſtly, conſider whether thou ſeek thy ſelfe,or 
the good and advantage of others. For look what| 
being a man hath , what ſtate or conditionin the | 
Church, what frame of ſpirit within, ſuch.are his 
deſires..;.So lorg as a man is,not, a member, byra- 
loge, ſo.long he ſeekes the perfection of bimlelte, 
as alone; but being a member, he ſeekes his good 
as he is a fcllow member with the reſt ; bis condi- 
tion is altered, theze comes, anger ſpixirinto him 
thatgives him the diſpolgion.gt,a member, .z and | 
che well. being ofa member, is aot to bealone;bun | 


ro 
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ro be knit tothe other meinbers,and to be knit to. 


gether with them tothe Head, 
- The CharaRers of aniember are; firſt ro be ſo- 


alone, if thou bee knit unro Chrift;, thoucanſtnot 
want fellowſhip with Chriſtians, with the mem- 
bers of Chriſt. As a member of the body,if there 
beany disjoynture made, irſeekes to be knit again: 
| lo every one that is a member,cannor endure to 
want the fellowſhip of Chriſt; if a clond come be- 
ewixt Chriſt and him, hee cannot reſt till hee be 


Saints, which are hisfdlow members. 
Secondly,another diſpoſition ofa member isto 
be uſefull and ſcrviceable to the body and thereſt 


in itsplace. So it is with every onethat is a mem- 
her of this bod#, wh cepbelor_e ſoughc him- 
|ſelfe, and conſidered what did redound to him- 


ſelfe, what profit,or credit , now the caſe is alte. 
red, and his thoughts are, How ſhall I doe any 
thing which may glorifiemy Head,and advantage 


made one with him againe, or of thereſt of the} 


of the members, as the hand, the eye,and the eare, | 


ciable, it is notthe propetty of a member ro bee} be 


: 


my fellow members * Moyrfhall I bee uſefull ro 
God and man * BY 

Laſtly, a member is compaſſtiohate, hath a fel- 
low-feeling of what befales any ofthereſt of the 
members, it weepes with them that weepe &c 
that is, it uſeth to bee affected with the good or 
with the evill, that concernes the body of the 


Church, or any member of it, andthisis anatular f 
diſpoſition that followes the nature of all mem- 
bers, and the ſpirit that is in them. As Saint 
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” [chers aro hurt, Conſider how thou art affeRed' 


[accordingly as thou ſceſtit goe well orill withche 
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barne not with 
'griefeand ſorrow forir ?! I feels twinges whea 90-! 


wich the caſe ofche Church, whether thou fade 
bowels of compaſſion inthee, and art able to rake 
their cauſe to heart, and is thy heart ſtirred inthee, 


Church © If ſo, thouhaſt the diſpoficions of a 
member, and. thea Chriſt s thy head, and 

allthepromuſes made to the body of | 

Chnſ,the Church,belong co cher, 

| otherwiſc thou haſt no inter- | 

| et 1nhim, | 
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God leaves (inin men to bumb: Law what, ok . | 
1.240 | Vic cn Law, 1254! 
L, | 
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them. 
All fins forgiven to the humble. 
1,254 
I 

Tealonfie. 
| [ealonſie what, 1,4 

Taleneſſe. 
| Idlen:(ſ, a fin. 1.198 
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| Liberty in fin hurtfull, *' 2, 33 
ſe. 
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